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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MICHELE LUCCHESE, OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.

BOOT-TREE FORMER.
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Application filed August 5, 1911.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Micarre LuuccHEsE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
San Antonio, in the county of Bexar and
State of Texas, have invented new and use-

ful Improvements in Boot-Tree Formers, of |
' a metal plate 18 is secured to the expanding

which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to certain new and
uwseful improvements in boot tree formers

and the object of the invention is to provide |
through the perforation of a nut 20 which

a simplified and improved construction of
beot tree former in which a minimum num-
ber of parts are employed.

TFurther and other objects will be later
set forth.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the invention, Fig. 2 is an end ele-
vation of the expanding means, Fig. 3 is a
side elevation thereof, Figs. 4 and 5 are
side elevations of the former elements, Fig.
6 is a top plan view of Fig. 1, and Fig. 7 is
a fragmentary detail view of the expanding
means,

The invention includes a pair of former
elements 1 and 2, which are provided with
longitudinal grooves 8 and 4 respectively.
The grooves 3 and 4 communicate with en-
larged cut-out portions 5 and 6 in which
metal plates 7 and § ave inset and secured
by means of screws 9’. By reference to Fig.
1 it will be seen that when the elements 1
and 2 are in their normal positions in which
the grooves 3 and 4 face each other, the lat-
ter conjointly forming an enlarged central
recess in which the expanding means is dis-
posed. The expanding means consists of a

central member 9 formed on its opposite !

sides with tencns 10 which latter are adapt-
ed to enter the grooves 3 and 4 to thereby
relate the parts in a manner shown in Fig.
1. The central member 9 is formed with a
longitudinal perforation in which is re-
ceived a rod 11, the rod 11 having a collar
12 rigidly secured thereto, and having its
lower end threaded as at 13 and having a
nut 14 mounted thereon.

15 designates a collar which is loosely
mounted on the rod 11, said collar at one
end abutting the collar 12 and its other end
engaging the pin 16 which is secured to
the rod. Toggle links or levers 17 connect
the nut 14 to the collar 15. The elbows of
the levers or links 17 abut the metal plates
7 and 8 whereby when the rod 11 is rotated
in a direction to move the nut 14 upwardly
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on the rod 11 the elbows of the toggle links
will, by reason of engaging with the metal
plates 7 and 8, force the latter outwardly in
opposite directions thereby spreading the
former elements 1 and 2.

By reference to Fig. 8 it will be seen that

member 9, the same being for engagement
with the inner end of a threaded rod 19, the
rod 19 having its threaded end - passed

15 rigidly secured to the former element 1,
whereby when the rod 19 is rotated the ex-
panding member 9 and the former element
2 will be moved outwardly away from the
former element 1. The foot part 21 is piv-
oted as at 22 to the former element 1.

In operation it will be seen that by ro-
tating the rod 19 the free end of the same
will engage the metal plate 18 of the ex-
panding member 9 and will move the ele-
ments 1 and 2 apart at their upper ends,
thus stretching the boot at the top. By ro-
tating the rod 11 the toggle levers 17 will
be moved outwardly, and by engagement
with the metal plates 7 and 8 carried by the
elements 1 and 2 respectively, the boot will
be formed and stretched in an obvious man-
ner.

What is claimed is:

A boot tree former including a central
expanding member having an intermediate
main opening and also having a second
opening located at one end of the main
opening and connected to the latter by con-
tracted openings, a former element on each
side of the said central member, a metal
plate carried by each element on its inner
face and arranged opposite to the sides of
said opening, a rotatable rod having a lower
threaded end rotatably carried by said ex-
panding member, a nut threaded on.said
lower end of the rod and rigidly held in the
second opening which latter is provided to
receive the nut, a collar rigid on the red, a
second collar engaging one end of the rigid
collar, a pin engaging the second collar be-
neath the latter, and toggle links in said
opening of the expanding member pivoted
together at their inner ends and having
their outer ends pivoted to the nut and the
second-named collar, the elbows of said
links extending outwardly on opposite sides
of the expanding member and being for en-
gagement with said metal plates, said links
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operating through the main and second | my hand in presence of two subscribing
openings” and also th rough the1 contlactec% witnesses.
openings which connect the said main and ‘ :
se:‘,pcondgopcnmos, the upper end of said rod | - MICHELE LUCCHESE.
5 ezxtendmg through the top end of the ex- |
panding member. |
In testimony whereof I have hereun’co set |

Witnesses:
Eirin Brorews,
Errriepa Brrrexs.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
Washington; ;- C.”




