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This invention relates to filing systems-and filing draw-
ers and particularly to improvements in partition devices
for properly positioning cards, folders and other contents
of filing cabinet drawers.

Attempts have been made to construct devices for re-
taining filing folders in position in filing cabinets. Such
devices are desirably so that files may be retained in an
upright position so that they are readily accessible. Diffi-
culties usually arise when a group of files falls into a
horizontal position and thus makes it awkward for a clerk
to search either a fallen file or another file whose posi-
tion is necessarily adversely affected.

Most solutions to this problem are complicated me-
chanical devices comprising many parts of metal which
necessarily makes them expensive. In addition to being
expensive, such devices are complicated, require many
operations for assembling them and are fragile and easily
put out of commission.

Accordingly, the principal object of this invention is
to provide a filing cabinet positioning device which is
simple in structure.

A further object of the invention is to provide such
a device which is easy and inexpensive to manufacture.

A further object is to provide such a device which com-
prises few parts and is adjustable.

Another object is to provide such a device of one-piece
construction.

In general, the objects and purposes of this invention
are achieved by providing a device which has two longi-
tudinal arms and a transverse member interconnecting
the longitudinal arms. The two arms retain the device
in position in the cabinet and the transverse member aids
in positioning the files themselves.

For further comprehension of the invention, and of
the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had
to the following description and accompanying drawings,
and to the appended claims in which the various novel
features of the invention are more particularly set forth.

On the accompanying drawings forming a material part
of this disclosure:

Figure 1 represents a plan view of the partitioning de-
vice of the invention positioned in a filing cabinet drawer;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the partitioning device
of the invention;

Fig. 3 is a top view of another embodiment of the in-

-vention;

Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are perspective views of other em-

‘bodiments of the invention;

Fig. 7 is a side view of one embodiment of a portion of

‘the invention.

Fig. 8 is a sectional view along the line 8—8 in Fig. 6;
and

Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating a modification of the
invention wherein the partitioning device is U-shaped but

-adapted to be returned to the shape shown in Fig. 1, as

is indicated in dot-dash lines.
The broad aspects and principles of my invention are

-shown in Figs. 1 and 2 wherein a plurality of file position-
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ers 10, made according to this invention, are placed at
intervals in a filing cabinet drawer 13. ' The positioners
10 are separated by and support in position a plurality
of files 15.

The positioner device 10 comprises a pair of arms
17 which extend longitudinally and parallel to each other.
These arms are adapted to bear against the side walls of
the filing cabinet drawer 13, and thus maintain the device
correctly disposed within the drawer. :

A cross piece 19 is connected between the arms 17 and
is integrally constructed therewith. The piece 19 is thus
positioned across the filing cabinet drawer generally par-
allel to the files or cards positioned within the drawer.

The unitary member which comprises the arms 17 and
cross piece 19 may be fabricated of any light, pliable,
yet firm material which is capable of being adjusted and
yet is firm enough to retain its position within the drawer
13 and to keep the files or cards 15 upright and in the
proper position for easy accessibility. -An example of such
a material is a plastic, a fiber board of some type or some

- other similar material.

In an alternative arrangement shown in Fig. 3, the one-
piece positioner 21 is arranged to be adjusted in all three
of its component parts. The arms 23 and the cross piece
25 are provided with one or more folds or pleats 27
which may be opened or closed as the necessity arises.
Thus the positioner may be adjusted to extend the arms
23 to provide more support against drawer side walls.
In addition the cross piece 25 may be extended or nar-
rowed to fit the device with a smaller or narrower drawer.

Fig. 4 shows another embodiment in which folds 26
may also be provided along the height of the positioner
so that the height may be raised. Thus the positioner may
be accommodated to fit deep or shallow drawers.

In a further embodiment, shown in Fig. 5, pliable, yet
firm, shape retaining reinforcements 28 are provided at
suitable positions along the side arms 29 and cross piece
31 of a positioner 33. The reinforcements may be cut
in rectangular bar form and are positioned with their
long axes parallel to the length of the positioner. Such
reinforcements may be made of sheet metal, metal strip
(e. g. aluminum) or any other suitable material. It is
intended to fold the parts of this embodiment in a man-
ner similar to that shown in Fig. 3. The reinforcements
aid in folding the various parts and aid in retaining the
folds in position once they have been formed.

A different shaped reinforcement 28’ may be provided
on the outer corners at the juncture of the side arms and
the cross piece. The straight bar shape is given depend-
ent legs with prongs at the ends thereof. This will give
vertical as well as lateral support to the corners.

Similar reinforcements are provided in Fig. 6 in a po-
sitioner device 35. In this instance the rectangular rein-
forcements 37 are provided in the various portions of the
device 35 with their long axes parallel to the height of
the device. Thus the positioner 35 may be folded to de-
crease its height or its length and the reinforcements aid
such folding.

Of course, the reinforcements may be combined and a
single positioner may be provided with reinforcements
disposed in each of the directions shown in Figs. 5 and 6.
Thus the device may be adjusted along its length and along
its height.

One suitable form of reinforcement is shown in Fig. 7
which, for example represents one of the reinforcements.
37 shown in the embodiment of Fig. 6. The reinforce-
ment comprises a somewhat extended portion 39 and twor
shorter members or arms 41 projecting perpendicularly
from the ends of the portion 39. Each of the members.
41 is provided with a pointed tip to facilitate attaching,
the inserts to the positioner device. The ends of the arms.
are provided with safety bevels out to the pointed tips.
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As shown inr Fig. 8, the reinforcement 37 is utilized by
forcing the: pointed: ends of the: members 41 through the
wall 43 of the positioner device. The portion 39 is pressed
flush against the wall 43 and then the arins 41 are bent
flush against the- wall' 43 on- the other side thereof. The'
sharp pointed tip- is thus forced against the wall and
there is no' danger of a person being pierced thereby.

In the modification shown in Fig. 9, the side arms 44
and 45 extend longitudinally and parallel to each other
and are integrally connected with a cross piece 486, but
the entire device is U-shaped. Preferably, the side arms
are hingedly connected to the cross piece by the material
itself so that they may be bent in either direction to-formy
either the shape of Fig. 2 or that of Fig. 9. A locking
means is provided by having rigid angled reinforcements
47 at the corners. Angle iuserts 47 have bendable end:
portions 48 for piercing and bending over the cross piece
49 and one of the side arms.

From the foregoing discussion it is apparent that the
invention provides a novel filing aid in the form of &
file or card positioner. The positioner has the advantages
of one-piece construction, such as easc and inexpensiveness
of manufacture, and facility of handling in use.

While I have illustrated and described the preferred
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that
I do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein
disclosed and the right is reserved to ail changes and
modifications coming within the scope of the invention
as defined in the appended claims."

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat-
ent is:
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1. A file supporting positioner comprising a pair of par-
allel- arms; a- cross-piece- joining said. arms, reinforcement.
bars secured on said positioner with their long axes par-
allel to the lengih of the positioner, certain of said rein-
forcement bars being secured at the point where the cross-
piece joins one of the parallel arms, and reinforcement
bars secured at the outer corner at the juncture of one
of the parallel arms and’ the cross-piece, the ends of said
latter bars having. depending: legs to provide vartical; as
well as lateral support to the corner.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said depending
legs terminate in prongs at the ends thereof to pierce and
engage:said positioner.
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