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3 Claims.

The present invention relates to scoreboards
for games, and although ‘it has been primarily
devised for use in connection with the game of
darts, it is also applicable -to scoreboards -for
other games.

The main object of the invention is to elimi-
nate the use of pencil and paper, or chalk and
slates, such as are commonly used for scoring
in the game of darts and in other games, and a
further object is to facilitate quickness of scor-
ing and appreciation of the state of the game
at any time, by the players.

In accordance with the foregoing our improved
scoring board for darts and other games com-
prises. a back board on which is mounted one or
more rails used in common by.all the playing
sides, -adjacent to which scoring figures are

marked oh the back board, in combination with

a piurality of clip devices appertaining to the
several - pleying sides, which may be slidably
mounted on and removed from said rails, to act
as adjustable score markers thereon. The clip
devices may carry a score pointer on one or both
sides thereof. Preferably the sides of the rails
are formed with longitudinal grooves and the

jaws of the clip devices are shaped to  make a

sliding frictional fit in said grooves.

The invention is clearly distinguished from.

prior construection of scoring boards for games
in that by using marking devices removably
mounbted on the scoring rails, a single set of
scoring rails may be used in common by all the
playing sides, and the marking devices or clips
may made to “pass” each other in moving them
to different scoring positions so that the scoring

range of a given size of board is considerably

increased, or with a given scoring range the
board may be of smaller size, as compared with
prior construction of scoring board on which
each playing side has a separate set of scoring
rails with sliding members permanently mounted
thereon.

By way of example only, and in order that
the invention may be more clearly understood,
a construction of scoreboard intended for the
game of darts is illustrated by the accompany-
ing drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of the scoreboard.

Figure 2 is a detail view to a larger scale
showing an end portion of one of the rails in
side elevation.

Figure 3 is a corresponding plan view.

- Figures 4 and 5 are respectively a side view
and an edge view of one of the scoring clips.
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. Figure 6 is a sectional view showing a clip
device: applied to a rail.
- Figure 7 is a view to a larger scale of one of

_the main scoring rails; and

Pigure:8 is a 31m11ar view of one of the “hun-
dreds” scoring rails.

The scoreboard compnses a back board «a
mounted in a frame b. This back board may be
made of thin woeod ot of sheet metal and is pref-
erably enamelled or glazed. The portions of the
scoring board above and below the scoring rails
may carry advertising matter printed or other-
wise applied therete. The surface of the board
o is divided into a number of panels ¢ in each of
which is provided a scoring rail e, whilst along
the two side portions of the boeard or panels d
containing the “hundreds” scoring rails f.

The rails ‘e and f consist of metal rods I-
cross-section, which are conveniently mounted
on the board o by means of sheet metal chairs
or clips | as shown in Figures 2 and 3, the said
chairs being nailed or riveted te the back board
a.  The sides of the rails e thus have longitudinal
grooves into-which the jaws i of the scoring clips
g fit in a-frictionally tight manner.

The scoring clips illustrated in Figures 4, b
and- 6 comprise two sides or limbs & fastened
together at the top ends and pressed apart by
the springj. The lower end of one of the limbs

- Jr is slit to allow the end- of the other limb h to

pass-therethrough, and the ends of the limbs #
terminate in jaws ¢ which are shaped to-fit closely
into-‘the grooves in- the sides cf the rails e. In
order -to apply the scoring clips to the rails e
the limbs 2 are pressed together so that the jaws
are opened, whereupon they can be slipped over
the head of the rail e so that the jaws i engage
in the-grooves of the rail and obtain a friction
grip. en: the web thereof. It is then possible to
move the clips along the rail to any desired po-
sition, in which they will remain until moved
again. .

The clips ¢ for application to the rails e have
pointers k¥ mounted on each limb A thereof,
whilst the clips ¢ for the “hundreds” rails f are
of the same construction but only have one
pointer k.

Scoring clips are of different colours and ap-
portioned according to their colours to the sev-
eral playing sides taking part in the .game.
Thus for games having two playing sides the
scoring clip of one side may be red and that of
the other side green.

As mentioned before, the scoring clips for the
“hundreds” rails (Figure 8) only require one




2
pointer & and according to a iiedifieation the
markers for use on the “hundreds” rails may be
permanently mounted thereon and be in the
form of simple sliders instead of in the spring
clip form as illustrated by Figures 4, 5, and 6.

Figure 7 illustrates the manner in which scor-
ing figures may be printed or otherwise applied
to the panels ¢ alongside the rails e. As illus-
trated in Figure 1 these rails e are intended for
the scoring of 301 points in the game of darts,
in which case each rail e corresponds to a score
of 50 points, the first 50 being scored on the left
hand rail and being continued from rail to rail,
the right hand rail scoring the last 50 points of
the game. On the left hand sides of the rails
the scores are in ascending order from top to
bottom of the rails, whilst on the right hand sides
of the rails the scores are in descending order.
Thus a clip adjusted to any particular place on
the rail will indicate on the left hand side of
the rail the total number of points scored, and
on the right hand side the number of points
remaining to be scored to complete the game.
Every additional score is readily scored up with
the aid of the figures on the left hand side of
the rails e. This will facilitate and increase the
speed of scoring, since it is usually done in scor-
ing for darts.

Should it be required to play a game having
a total score of more than 301 points the

“hundreds” scoring rails f are brought into use.

One of these rails is apportioned to one side
and the other to the opposing side. If there
is a possibility of more than two sides taking
part in a game additional “hundreds” rails can
be provided in the upper and lower panels of
the board, and additional removable markers of
distinctive colours used on the main scoring rails
cemmon o all playing sides. In making use of
these “hundreds” scering rails it is most con-
venient to arrange for the last 301 points to be
scored on the main rails e. Accordingly, if say,
a game of 561 peints is being played, the first
200 points are scored on the first four rails e,
and when the scores on these rails have been
completed, the sliders g on the corresponding
“hundreds” rails f are set to 200, and the scoring
clips on the fourth rail e are returned to zero
on the first rail e. Thus if seven “hundreds”
scoring points are provided for on the rails f a
game of 1001 points can be scored on the board.

The end of each clip remote from its jaws is
flat, as shown in Figs. 4 and 6, so that it may
be gripped by the jaws of another clip in the
event, for example, of tie scoring,

The scoring board may be used or adapted for
use with games other than darts in which points
are scored. Thus it may be used or adapted
for use for scoring at billiards, snooker, rings, ete.
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It shotild be understood that the invention is
not limited to the details of the board illustrated
in the drawing, but may be carried into prac-
tice in many different ways within the scope of
of the appended claims. For example, as pre-
viously indicated, instead of providiqg removgble
scoring clips for the “hundreds” rails f they may
have friction ' sliders permanently mounted
thereon to serve as markers.

What I do claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A game scoring board having a column of
scoring indicia thereon, a rail on said board ex-
tending parallel to said column, and a scoring
clip comprising : limbs movably connected to-
gether at their ends adjacent to one end of the
clip, jaws on the other ends of the limbs, urged
toward each other to engage said rail, the inter-
mediate portions of the limbs being movable to-
ward one another to release and disengage said
jaws from the rail, and a pointer member on one
limb having an indicating end to cooperate with
said column, said indicating end being opposite
to but terminally spaced from the jaw on the
other limb to enable movement of said jaw to
disengage the clip from said rail.

2. A game scoring board having a column of
scoring indicia thereon, a rail on said board ex-
tending parallel to said column, and a scoring
clip having upstanding limbs joined at their
upper ends and having crossed portions midway
of their height and jaws at their lower ends
urged toward each other to engage said rail, and
a pointer member attached to the outer face of
one of the limbs and having an indicating end
to cooperate with said column, said indicating
end being terminally free opposite the adjacent
crossed portions of said limbs and extending
outwardly therefrom.

3. A game scoring hoard having Iaterally
spaced columns of scoring indicia thereon, a rail
on said board extending longitudinally between
said columns, a scoring clip having upstanding
limbs joined at their upper ends and having
crossed portions midway of their height and jaws
at their lower ends urged toward each other to
engage said rail and separable to disengage them
from said rail by a compressive force applied
to the outer sides of said limbs, and pointer mem-
bers attached to the outer faces of the limbs and
having indicating ends terminally free opposite
the adjacent crossed portions of the limbs and
extending outwardly in opposite directions to
cooperate with the respective columns of scoring
indicia, the clip having a relatively flat portion
at the top engageable by the jaws of another clip
in tie scoring.
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