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Toy and Activity Plaything

The invention to which this application relates is a toy and
activity plaything for use, primarily, by children or teenagers, to
provide a play function and a finished article which can be

subsequently used for decorative and/or practical effect.

The provision of toys which provide an activity which can be
entertaining to a child and/or a teenager, is continuously sought
by manufacturers of toys and playthings. Areas in which
children, particularly girls, are interested is the styling of hair
and the provision of accessories for use with hair and/ot

jewellery.

However, at the present time, accessories which are available for
purchase and wuse by children and teenagets, tend to be
preformed inasmuch that the same are purchased and then
placed in the hair to either provide a practical fixing of the hair
in position and/otr an attractive effect. This therefore means
that these hait accessories do not actually provide any
entertainment or allow any interaction between the child and the

article.

The aim of the present invention is to ptovide a toy and
plaything which allows an article to be created by the child and,
during the creation of the same, to provide entertainment for
the child. A further aim is to allow the article to be put to

practical and/or decorative effect.

In a first aspect of the invention thetre is provided a toy article,
said toy having a base including attachment means which allow a
series of elongate members ot strands to be attached to the base

at at least one location to form the article.
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In a first embodiment said elongate members or strands are
connected at one end to a holder with attachment means which
can be mounted on or adjacent to the surface of the base at
which said elongate members or strands are to be provided.
The attachment means can include at the base a first part which
allows the location of a second part connected to the elongate
members or strands in the form of a holder. It should be
appreciated that the features described herein can be
incorporated either in the toy article base ditectly or via a holder
attached to the base.

In one embodiment, the elongate strands or members can be
interchangeable with respect to the toy article so as to allow the
selection of a particular appearance for the toy by the selective
attachment of a group of elongate members or strands having a

particular appearance.

In one embodiment the toy base is in the form of a model

human or animal.

In one embodiment, the attachment means are a magnet in each
of the base and holder or a magnet and magnetically attractive

material.

Typically the area or areas to which the elongate members or
strands can be attached is provided at a location where a child

would expect to see hair located on the toy article.

In one embodiment, the toy article base includes a plurality of
attachment means for selective attachment of elongate members
or strands thereto. Alternatively the attachment means on the
base extends over a defined atea of the said article.  Both

embodiments allow the selective attachment and positioning of
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the with the elongate membets ot strands with respect to the

base.

Typically, the length of the strands or elongate members are
longer and preferably significantly longer than the greatest

dimension of the base.

Typically, the holder with the elongate members ot strands can
be provided to have a decorative effect and, in one embodiment,
a plurality of holder pottions and/or series of strands ot
clongate members can be provided for selective combination by
the user. Typically the strands or elongate membets can all be
of one particular colour or can be provided as a series of
differing colours, or differing materials. For example, in one
embodiment they may be of hair ot synthetic hair, ot tibbon, ot
leather or any material can be used to form the strands or

elongate members.

In one embodiment, engagement means are provided to allow a
group of elongate members or strands to be attached to another
group of elongate members or strands thereby providing a

longer length, when joined end on end.

In a further aspect of the invention, the toy article with the
elongate members ot strands can be used as a decorative and/ot

functional item.

In one embodiment, the toy is attachable to a person’s hair or
clothing by locating means which can be provided on the toy
such as by suitable clipping means. Yet further, the toy can be
attached to a person’s hair by the braiding of the person’s hair
with the elongate members or strands which atre attached to the
article. In either event, the article can then be used as a

decorative attachment by the person.
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In a further embodiment, the toy can be used as a necklace to be
worn around the neck or as a bracelet to be worn around the
wrist or as any other band form to be worn. In one embodiment
this is by attachment to another article such as a chain ot by the
separation of the set of elongate members ot strands into two or
mote portions and then the attachment together of the free ends
of the portions to form a loop which passes around the neck or

wrist of the wearer.

In one embodiment, specific attachment means can be provided
which allows the attachment togethet of the free ends of the

portions of elongate members or strands.

In a yet further embodiment, the model figure can be used as a
bracelet or necklace as described but the article can be placed
into a further article which is suspended along with the article

by the strands so as to form the necklace.

In one embodiment accompanying articles can be provided to be
used in conjunction with the toy article. In one embodiment,
the accompanying articles include a brush or comb which can be
used by the child to comb or style the strands. In a further
embodiment colouring materials may be provided to allow the
selective colouring of the elongate members or strands. In
addition, or alternatively, items to allow typical hair salon
activities to be mimicked on the strands can be provided,
especially when the strands or elongate members ate provided to

depict hair.

In a further embodiment, a series of beads can be provided
along with a threading means which allow the beads to be
threaded onto the strands and thereby provide a decorative
effect.
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In one embodiment the toy article is provided with an item
attached to or formed as a part of the toy and typically at or
adjacent to the location on the base including the strands or
elongate members and which can be used as a storage location
for at least part of the length of the elongate members or
sttands. In another embodiment a cavity is provided within the
toy article base which can be used for storage of the elongate

members or strands.

In a further aspect of the invention, there is provided a toy, said
toy including a toy article, provided with a series of strands ot
elongate members, and apparatus for allowing the strands or
elongate members to be braided, said apparatus comprising a
stand for receiving the article and support means which are
spaced apart, each support means providing a location for a
portion of said elongate strands or members to pass
therethrough, as relative rotational motion occurs between the
stand and support means, thereby causing the pottions of the
strands ot elongate members to be progressively braided

together.

Typically, the elongate strands or members can be split into as
many portions as are provided support means. In one

embodiment it is the stand and article therein which are rotated.

The elongate sttands ot members which are braided together can
be connected to a common holder or alternatively, a setries of
holders are located on the article and the elongate strands or

members of the respective holders are braided together.

In addition to the provision of the braiding, beads can also be

placed onto the strands via the apparatus.
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In one embodiment the toy article is provided with a winding
mechanism which allows the selective exttaction and/or
retraction of the elongated membets ot strands between a
storage position in which the same are retracted, at least
partially, to a position within the base, and an in-use position in
which the elongate members or strands extend from the base to

a desired length.

Typically, the apparatus which is provided is in the form of a
play environment which is linked to the appearance of the
article. In one embodiment, the appatatus is adaptable between
a first condition and a second condition in which manipulation
of the elongate strands or members can occur.  Typically a
series of different apparatus sets are available and the sets have
matching engagement means so as to allow the sets to be joined

together selectively to form a latger play environment.

In a further aspect of the invention there is provided a toy
article, said article having a base, and a series of elongate
members or strands, said elongate members or strands attached
to the base, and wherein the majority of the elongate members
or strands are of a length which is greater than the largest linear

dimension of the base.

The invention 1is now described with reference to the

accompanying drawings, wherein:-

Figure 1 illustrates a side view of a toy article in accordance

with the invention in one embodiment;

Figure 2 illustrates a series of toy articles in accordance with

embodiments of the invention;
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Figure 3 illustrates in detail, the arrangement between the article

and the holder for the strands;

Figure 4 illustrates a series of strands and holders which can be

selectively positioned with respect to the article;

Figures 5a-b illustrates a series of toys in accordance with the

invention being worn for decorative effect;

Figures 6a-b illustrates a further embodiment of the invention as

a decorative article;

Figures 7a-g illustrates the ability to attach beads to the strands

of the invention;

Figure 8 illustrates one embodiment of appatatus in accordance

wit the invention;

Figure 9 illustrates a further embodiment of appatratus in

accordance with the invention;

Figures 10a-d illustrate a further feature of the invention in one
embodiment in which the strands or elongate members are in the
form of portions of fabric;

Figures 11a-d illustrate a further embodiment of the invention;

Figures 12a-c illustrate the characters in accordance with the

invention being worn; and

Figures 13 14 and 15 illustrate the characters and associated

apparatus for play environments to be created.
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Referring firstly to Figure 1 there is illustrated a toy article in
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The toy
article 2 includes a base 4, a holder 6 and a series of elongate
members, or strands hereinafter referred to in a non-limiting
mannet as strands 8 which depend from and are held in position
by the holder 6. In this case and in all of the embodiments
shown, the toy article is in the form of a stylised girl but it
should be appreciated that the toy article can depict any
character as required for the particular purpose of the toy or
plaything. It is also shown how the length of the strands 8 is
greater than the length of the base 4 thereby providing the

unused visual effect.

Figure 2 illustrates three of said toys each comprising a base of
the form of a model figure 4, a holder 6 and strands 8. In each
case it will be readily seen that the length of the strands are
significantly greater than the length of the model figure. In the
article 2° the same has two holders 6 and two groups of strands
8 attached thereto and it will therefore be appreciated that one
or a plurality of holders can be selectively positioned with
respect to the model figure in 2 manner as will now be described

with reference to Figures 3 and 4.

Typically, the model figure base 4 is provided with a portion on
which hair is already depicted. In this embodiment, it is the
head portion 10. At a location typically on this area, ot
alternatively at a series of locations (not shown) the first part of
the attachment means is provided. In this case, the attachment
means is a magnet or magnetically attractive material 12 which is
provided at the surface but equally could be embedded within
the model figure, or could be other attachment means such as a
press stud or the like. It should be appreciated that the strands
8 and holder 6 (which includes the second part of the

attachment means) as well as breaking the free ends of the
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sttands 8 can be permanently provided on the toy article in an

alternative embodiment.

In order to selectively position the strands to the base 4 and
thereby form the toy 2, the holder 6 is moved by the child as
indicated by arrow 14 in Figure 3 towards the magnet or
magnetic attractive material 12. The holder includes or is
formed as a2 magnet or if the attachment means 12 is a magnet,
of magnetically attractive material. In any case, a magnetic field
is created between the holder 6 and the attachment means 12 on
the toy character so as to cause attachment of the holder with
the article.  As shown in Figure 4, the holder includes the
strands 8 attached thereto. Figure 4 also illustrates how there
can be provided a series of holders and strands for selective
attachment to the toy article and how each of the strands for
each of the holders can be of a different configuration, colout
or length. Thus, there is provided a kit, in accordance with the
invention whereby the kit includes at least one toy article base 4
and a series of holders 6 and respective groups of strands 8

therewith for selective application to the said base.

If required, each of the strands can be attached end-on-end to
form a single set of strands of a longer length. This can be
achieved by the attachment of an engagement means such as a
magnetic bead 16 to the free end of a first group of strands and
then bringing the magnetic bead 16, which is shown attached to
one of the strands in broken lines adjacent, towards the holder
6’ of Figure 4. The magnetic attraction between the holder 6’
and the magnetic beads 16 thereby allows the strands to be
connected end-on-end.  Furthermore, another magnetic bead
16°, as shown in Figure 4, can be located to the strands which
are attached to the holder 6’ and then the magnetic beads 16’
can be brought into location with the holder 6” so as to form a

series of strands end-on-end.
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Figure 5a illustrates how the toy 2 can be used to decorative
effect. In Figute 5 there is shown a child wearing three of the
toys 2 in their hair and this is typically achieved either by
providing location means on the model figure base 4 or the
holder 6 which allow the same to be attached to the hair.
Alternatively, and not shown in this embodiment, portions of
the strands 8 can themselves be braided into the hair of the

child to allow the combined article to be attached to the hair.

A further use of the toy for decorative effect is shown in Figure
52 and the toy 2’ is provided as a necklace with the base 4
forming the portion at the front of the necklace and supported
by eithet two groups of strands which are located on the base or
alternatively, a group of strands which has been separated into
two sub groups 8 and 8" which respectively pass round either
side of the child’s neck. The free ends of the respective groups
of strands 8 and 8 can then be joined at the rear of the child’s
neck typically by the provision of magnetic beads 16 as
described in Figure 4 which can be magnetically attached
together. However, any suitable attachment means can be used
to join the ends of the strands 8’, 87 and thereafter joined
together to form a necklace. Any suitable attachment means

can also be used between the article and the holder.

Figure 6a illustrates a further variation on the provision of a
necklace and in this case, the toy 2 again comprises a base 4
with a holder 6 locating groups of strands 8’ and 8. In this
case the model figure 4 is located with another item in this case
in the form of a carriage 20 and the base 4 is retained within the
carriage by means of the strands 8 and 8” passing through an
aperture 22 as shown to form a decorative pendant comprising
the base of figure 4 and the carriage 20. Also shown, in Figure

6b, is the provision of a further component which can be used
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in conjunction with the article of figure 2. The component is in

the form of a character 24 which is convertible between a first

position and a second position 24’ where the portion 26 can be

moved as indicated by atrow 28 to a position so that the same

can be used as a brush and in turn used to brush the strands 8 of

the character 2.

In all of the uses where additional components ate provided it is
envisaged that the components will be dimensioned i.e. be tall

and thin, so as to emphasise the length of the strands.

Figures 7a-c illustrate how a series of beads, whether magnetic
beads 16 as previously described or otherwise, can be attached
to the strands 8 by means of a threader device 28. The threader
device 28 is first located in an open position as shown in Figure
7a with respect to the strands 8 which are positioned to pass
over the threader as shown. The threader arms 30, 32 are then
moved together as indicated by arrows 34 to the position shown
in Figure 7b. In this position, the bead 16 is moved over the
free ends of the arms 30, 32 as indicated by arrow 36 and then
passes to the base 38 of the threader 28 to be threaded onto the
strands 8 as illustrated in Figute 7c. When threaded the beads
can continue to be passed downwardly as indicated by arrow 40
on the strands 8 to the required position whereupon the bead
threader 28 can be removed by moving apart the arms 30, 32 and
temoving the same from strands 8. Figure 7d illustrates a further
atrangement whete attachment means 115 ate provided part
moulded to the portion 117 of the toy character. These
attachment means can be opened to receive sets of strands 119
selectively and, when closed, allow the selected strand set to be

tetained on the portion 117 to provide the desired visual effect.

Figures 7e —g illustrate various embodiments of the manner in

which respective strands or elongate members may be joined
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together to form longer lengths or have sets which atre joined
but offset. In Figure 7e, respective strands 123 and 125 are
attached together via magnetic beads 127 provided at their free
ends which are attracted together and hence also serve to attach
together the toy characters 129, 131. In Figure 7f a set of
sttands 133 is shown being clamped around another set of
strands 135, intermediate the ends of the same via bead

arrangement in the form of a clip 137,

In Figure 7g the sets of strands 139, 141 are in the form of
chains joined together via magnetic beads 127 and also illustrate
to attach furthetr items 143, which, in this embodiment can be

inserted in one of the links of the chain via formation 145.

Figures 8 and 9 illustrate braiding apparatus in accordance with
the invention and said braiding apparatus, in both embodiments,
illustrates a play environment 50 which is designed to suit
particular play styles and can include a number of features such
as for example mirrors 52, brushes 54 for use with the strands
and other articles which typically, would be expected to be seen
in a dressing room, with the style of the environment being

linked to the appearance of the toy article 2.

The apparatus can be used to provide braiding of the strands
and the apparatus includes a stand 56 on which the base 4 can
be placed to allow the braiding to occur. A dtive means 58 is
provided to allow the stand to totate or be rotated. In addition,
support means 60, 62 as illustrated in Figure 8, are provided,
with said support means spaced apart as shown and each
provided to receive a portion of the strands 8 and support the

same in position.

Thus, in use, the stand 56 with the model figure base 4 located

thereon is rotated as indicated by arrow 64 and as it rotates the
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tespective strand portions 8 are relatively twisted together from
the support means and pass towatds the base and stand as
indicated by arrows 66. The stand portions are held
substantially above the top of the base 4 so as not to become
intertwined with the figure. Because of this, and the rotation of
the model figure base 4, the strands are twisted ot braided
together and this rotation continues until either the required
length of braiding has been achieved or all of the strands have
been braided, thereby braiding all of the length of the respective

groups of strands.

In Figures 10a-d there is illustrated a further embodiment of the
toy article in accordance with the invention. In this embodiment
the strands or elongate members ate provided in the form of
fabric lengths 201. In Figures 10a, b and d the fabric lengths
are provided with clips 203 at their free ends which allow the
attachment of the same, selectively to a persons hair or clothes
to provide a decorative effect. In addition, in Figures 10a and b
lengths 201 include a series of popper fasteners 205 which can
be selectively interengaged as shown at 207 in Figure 10b. The
selective interengagement allows the lengths to be shortened,

crossed over or linked.

In Figure 10c the lengths 201 are provided with apertures 209
which allow the reception and threading of a cord 211 to allow

the lengths 201 to be connected.

In Figures 11a-d thete is provided a furthetr embodiment of the
invention where there is illustrated the portion, 225 of the toy
character to which the sets of strands 227 are attached. In
addition in accotdance with this embodiment the portion

includes an item 229 which may be integral or attachable.
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In Figures 11a and c thetre is shown the same item 229, with the
strands arranged to be free (Figure 11a) and with one set of
sttands wound around the item (Figure 11c), respectively. In
Figures 11b and 11d there is shown another item 229 with the
strands free (Figure 11b) and with one strand wound atound the
item (Figure 11d). It should be appreciated that the provision of
the item 229 provides a further play possibility for the child and
also allows the strand set(s) to be moved to a storage position as

illustrated in Figures 11c and d.

Figures 12a-c illustrate three arrangements of toy articles 300 in
accotdance with the invention with the elongate members or
sttands depending therefrom being used as attachment articles
to a person 302 to provide a decorative effect, individually and

in combination.

In Figure 13-15 there are illustrated further components 306
which can be used to depict play environments or which can
receive the toy characters 300 therein to provide additional play
options for the child playing with the toy characters.

It will therefore be appreciated that by providing the toy as
herein described, so there is provided a toy which is decorative
and performs a function such as, for example, holding a uset’s
hair in position, and also provides entertainment and activity

play in forming the combined article.
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Claims

1. A toy article said toy having a base including attachment
means which allow a series of elongate members ot strands to be

attached to the base at at least one location to form the article.

2. A toy according to claim 1 wherein said ends of the
elongate members of strands are connected to a holder with
attachment means which allow the same to be selectively

attached to the toy base.

3. A toy accotding to claim 2 wherein the attachment means
ate provided on the base and the holder and said elongate

members or strands depend therefrom.

4. A toy accotding to claim 1 wherein the attachment means
comprise a first part located on the base and a second part in
the holder to which the elongate members or strands are
attached and which holder can be selectively positioned with

tespect to the said first part.

5. A toy according to claim 4 wherein the holder and/or
strands or elongate members ate removable and interchangeable

with respect to the toy base.

6. A toy according to any preceding claim wherein the base is

in the form of a model human or animal.

7. A toy according to claim 4 wherein the elongate membets
or strands ate attached to the base via a holder, which is
magnetically attracted to the first part of the attachment means

on the base.
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8. A toy according to claim 7 wherein the base includes a
plurality of magnetic or magnetically attractive attachment
means to allow the selective location of the second part of the

attachment means thereon.

9. A toy accotrding to claim 7 wherein the attachment means
are provided across a defined area of the base to allow the
selective attachment of the holder at a selected location on said

defined area.

10. A toy according to claim 1 wherein the length of the
strands or elongate members is greater than the longest

dimension of the base.

11. A toy according to any of the preceding claims wherein
elongate members ot strands are provided to have a decorative

effect when used in combination.

12. A toy accotding to any of the preceding claims wherein the
elongate membets ot strands are in the form of real or synthetic

hair.

13. A toy accotding to any of the preceding claims wherein the
toy article is provided with location means to allow the toy to be

attached to a person’s hair or clothing.

14. A toy according to any of the preceding claims wherein the
toy can be attached to a person’s hair by the braiding of the

petson’s hair with the elongate members or strands.

15. A toy according to any of the preceding claims wherein a
first gtoup of elongate members or strands are provided with
engagement means to allow attachment to another group of

elongate members or strands.
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16. A toy according to claim 13 wherein the elongate members
or strands attached to the toy can be separated into two portions
and the free ends of said respective portions joined together to

form a loop.

17. A toy accotding to any of the preceding claims wherein the
elongate members ot strands can be used to receive one ot a

plurality of beads which ate threaded along said strands.

18. A toy according to claim 1 wherein the winding mechanism
is provided which allows the selective extraction and/or
retraction of the elongate members or strands between a storage
position in which the same are retracted at least partially to a
position within or on the base or holder and an in-use position
in which the elongate members or strands extend from the base

to a desited length.

19. A toy, said toy including a base with a series of strands or
elongate members attached thereto, and apparatus for allowing
the strands ot elongate members to be braided, said apparatus
comprising a stand for receiving the base and support means
which ate spaced apart, each support means providing location
for a portion of said elongate strands or members to pass
therethrough as relative rotational motion occurs between the
stand thereby causing the portions of the strands or elongate

membets to be progtessively braided together.

20. Appatatus according to claim 19 wherein the stand and

base are rotated.
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21. Apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the elongate

sttands or members which are braided together are connected

via a common holder to the toy character.

22. Apparatus according to claim 19 wherein a seties of
holdets are located on the toy character and the elongate strands

ot members of the respective holders are braided together.

23. A toy article, said article having a base, and a series of
elongate members or strands, said elongate members or strands
attached to the base, and wherein the majority of said elongate
members ot strands are a length which is greater than the largest

linear dimension of the base.

24. A toy article according to claim 23 wherein the largest

lineat dimension of the base is the length of the same.

25. A toy article as hereinbefore desctibed with refetence to

the accompanying drawings.

26. A toy as hereinbefore described with reference to the

accompanying drawings.
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