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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETERZOPFI, Jr., a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Galeton, in the county of Potter and State of 

5 Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Shank and Counter 
Stiffeners for Boots or Shoes; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a vertical lon 
gitudinal Section of the stiffener applied to 
a shoe. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
stiffener. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in combined shanks and 
counter Stiffeners for boots, or shoes, the ob 
ject being to prevent running over and lop 
ping down at the heel; and the invention con 
sists in the novel construction and combina 
tion of parts, all as hereinafter specified. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
the letter A designates my improvement, 
which consists of the counter stiffener portion 
a, and the shank b. The stiffener a consists 
of a thin metallic plate, of somewhat oval 
elongated form, projecting laterally from each 
side of the rear portion of the shank, the pro 
jecting portions being bent upwardly in the 
manner shown. The central portion of the 
plate is preferably cut away, as indicated at 
c, c, to insure greater lightness and elasticity. 
The shank portion c, at its forward end is en 
larged and the central portion of the enlarge 
ment cut away, forming an oval loop d. The 
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nected at their forward ends, it will be ap 
parent that their elasticity is equalized, so 
that whether the wearer walks upon one side 
of his foot or the other, or squarely upon the 
bottom, the full elasticity of the shank is 
utilized. The stiffener for the counter, it will 
be observed is of such shape as to allow for 
the swell of the heel. 
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lateral branches forming this loop being con 
upwardly into such form as to conform to the 

The device is applied to a boot or shoe in 
the manner shown in Fig. 1. The stiffener 
plate is placed between the outside leather, 
and the counter, extending underneath and 
up the lower lateral portions of the heel, there 
by acting as a stiffener and preventing the 
boot or shoe from running or lopping over, 
in the manner common with ordinary boots 
and shoes. The shank extends along under 
the arch and ball of the foot in the ordinary 
80. . 

For the purpose' of securing the device in 
place, perforations e, e, are formed therein. 

In the construction of the device steel is 
preferred, although other suitable material 
may be employed. 

I am aware of the patent to Prouty, No. 
379,980, of March 27, 1888, and I do not there 
fore seek to claim my invention broadly. 
The present device differs however from that 
set forth in the said patent in that the two 
branches of the shank portion are connected, 
whereby their action is equalized, as above 
set forth; also in the different shape of the 
counter stiffener, which embraces a consider 
able portion of the heel, and is of such form 
as to accommodate the swell thereof. 
Having described this invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

The herein described improved shank and 
counter stiffener for boots or shoes, compris 
ing the shank enlarged at its forward end por 
tion, said enlarged portion being cut away to 
form an oval loop, the lateral banches of which 
are connected at their forward ends in order 
to equalize their action, and an integral coun 
ter stiffener portion of somewhat oval form, 
projecting laterally from each side of the 
shank, said projecting portions being bent 

swell of the heel substantially as specified. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
PETER ZOPFI, JR. 

Witnesses: 
PETER ZoPFI, Sen. 

. EDDIE ZOPFI. 

So 
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