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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention provides a container assembly for cook 

ing, storing, preparing or serving food comprising an 
upwardly open container of rigid-like material, an inter 
mediate snap-on cover of flexible material detachably 
engaging the open upper end or rim of the container and 
in sealing relation thereto, and a top cover preferably 
rigid in character for detachably engaging the upper 
surfaces of the snap-on cover, whereby the container, the 
snap-on cover and the top cover may be merchandised 
and stored as a unitary assembly. In a preferred embodi 
ment the container is provided with integral handles and 
the snap-on cover includes integral handles which snap 
over the handles of the container. In another preferred 
form where the container and its top cover are made of 
heat resistant material such as glass which can not be 
held to close tolerances, the snap-on intermediate cover 
is provided with one or more bellows-like folds connect 
ing the inner wall of its rim and the horizontally dis 
posed center wall of the snap-on cover to permit the 
snap-on cover to accommodate itself to variations in the 
diameter of the container rim. Various other embodiments 
of the invention comprise the combination including the 
snap-on cover having a plurality of various sealing means 
embodied therewith for providing exceptionally good 
sealing contact between the related components. While a 
more preferred embodiment of the invention resides in 
the assembly comprising the aforementioned three com 
ponents, it is to be understood that sub-combinations 
comprising a container and only the flexible snap-on cover 
having the improved inventive structural sealing means 
as defined herein may be equally meritorious and de 
sirable. 

This invention relates to containers used in the kitchen 
for cooking, storing, preparing, or serving food, and to 
a container assembly which may be merchandised or 
stored as a unit and which includes, together with the 
container, a cooperating cover or covers which may be 
selectively used in accordance with the particular func 
tions required. This application is a continuation-in-part 
of my prior United States patent application Ser. No. 
429,713, filed Feb. 2, 1965, now Patent No. 3,337,077. 
More particularly, the invention relates to the combina 
tion with a container of a snap-on cover member which 
adapts the container for air-tight storage of food, with the 
further combination of a top lid or cover member which 
may be used in place of the Snap-on cover member when 
the container is being used for cooking, and which seats 
on the snap-on cover member when the assembly is being 
merchandised or is being stored. In a preferred form of 
the invention, the container, the snap-on cover, and the 
top lid or cover are respectively provided with a handle 
or handles. 
So far as I am aware, it has never been known in the 

prior art to provide in one assembly a three-piece com 
bination comprising (1) a container such as a casserole 
or bowl; (2) a pliable, plastic or rubber-like snap-on 
sealing cover for the container; and (3) a top cover or 
lid member for the container; all cooperating in interfitting 
relationship to form a unitary assembly which may be 
sold and/or stored as a single unit. 
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Furthermore, so far as I know there has never before 

been provided in combination with a container having 
a radially projecting handle or handles a pliable Snap-on 
cover which is adapted to engage not only the rim portion 
of the container but also to engage the handle or handles 
projecting from the container, while providing an air-tight 
seal for the container. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a container assembly including cooperating parts which 
may be selectively used to adapt the container for cook 
ing or for the storage of food. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a unitary 
assembly comprising a container, a snap-on sealing cover 
of plastic or other pliable material for use with the con 
tainer when food is being stored or refrigerated in the 
container, and a top cover or lid of heat-resistant glass 
or other suitable material for use with the container when 
food is being cooked in the container. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a con 
tainer such as a bowl, casserole, or the like, including a 
pair of cover members which interfit with each other and 
with the container or receptacle to permit merchandising 
and/or storage of the container and the pair of covers 
as a unitary assembly. It is another object of the invention 
to provide the combination of a container and a pliable 
removable sealing cover providing an improved air-tight 
seal between the container and pliable cover. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an 
assembly including a container provided with one or more 
integral handle members and including a cooperating 
pliable snap-on sealing cover which engages the handle 
or handles as well as the rim of the container. 

It is another object of the invention to provide the 
combination of a container and a pliable sealing cover 
having an improved air-tight seal in which the seal is 
obtained between the inner surface of the container rim 
and the outer surface of the inner wall of the sealing 
cover, together with an integral handle or handles on 
the snap-on cover engaging a handle or handles on the 
container to aid in holding the snap-on cover in place 
and also serving as a gripping means for the positioning 
or removal of the snap-on cover. It is a further object 
of the invention to provide in combination with a con 
tainer formed of a material which cannot be held to exact 
dimensions or tolerances such as a glass container, for 
example, a sealing cover which is so constructed as to 
adapt itself to variations in dimensions of the containers 
from a predetermined norm. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide in 
combination with a bowl or container formed of a mate 
rial which cannot be held to exact dimensions or toler 
ances, such as a fire-polished glass or ceramic bowl, a 
snap-on sealing cover having a bellows-like configuration 
adjacent the inner surface of the bowl rim to provide an 
effective seal at all times between the sealing cover and 
the bowl rim despite any dimensional variations in the 
bowl rim. 

In achievement of these objectives, there is provided in 
accordance with this invention a container assembly in 
cluding a container formed of any suitable material, an 
intermediate snap-on cover member of a suitable pliable 
material such as polyethylene or other suitable plastic or 
rubber-like material, adapted to engage the rim of the 
container in sealing relation, and a top lid or cover formed 
of any suitable material and adapted to seat on the snap 
on cover member when the three members are in 
assembled relation for merchandising or for storage. The 
upper surface of the snap-on cover member is recessed or 
countersunk below the rim thereof to receive a down 
wardly depending rim of the top lid of cover member. 
When the container is used for cooking, the snap-on 
cover is removed and only the top cover is used with the 
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container; when the container is used for storing or 
refrigeration of food, the top cover is removed and only 
the snap-on cover is engaged with the container. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the con 
tainer is provided with oppositely-disposed integral 
handles and the snap-on cover is similarly contoured so 
that the snap-on cover engages the rim of the container 
and also the handles thereof. The engagement of the 
handles of the snap-on cover with the handles of the con 
tainer aids in holding the snap-on cover in position. The 
handles of the snap-on cover also serve as a gripping 
means for the positioning or removal of the snap-on 
cover. In the embodiment just mentioned an air-tight 
seal is obtained between the inside wall surface of the 
rim of the container and the outer surface of the inner 
wall of the rim of the snap-on cover. 

It is also within the scope of this invention to provide 
the container and the snap-on cover each with only one 
handle rather than with oppositely disposed handles; or 
to provide the container and the snap-on cover each with 
more than two handles. 

In another embodiment, a sealing bead is provided 
around the entire outer periphery of the container and 
the handle or handles thereof and the rim of the snap-on 
cover is contoured to engage the bead on the container 
rim and the bead on the handle or handles to provide an 
air-tight seal along the entire length of the outer edge of 
the container and its handle or handles in addition to the 
previously-mentioned seal at the inner wall surface of 
the container rim. 

In still another embodiment in which the rim of the 
container is unbeaded, a seal is provided between the rim 
of the snap-on cover and the inside surface of the con 
tainer wall, and also between the snap-on cover and the 
outer unbeaded container rim surface by use of a longer 
outer wall on the rim of the snap-on cover which seal 
ingly engages the outer wall of the container rim, the 
friction between the snap-on cover and the container also 
being due to the angle of the container rim and the con 
figuration of the rim of the snap-on cover. 

In still other embodiments of the invention, the top wall 
of the intermediate snap-on cover is recessed only 
adjacent the rim thereof to receive a downwardly-depend 
ing flange of the top lid or cover, and an air-tight seal is 
provided between the outer wall of the rim of the snap 
on cover and the outer beaded surface of the container 

Further features of the invention include the provision 
of sealing arrangements between the intermediate snap-on 
cover and the container which insure a good sealing con 
tact between these members when the container is formed 
of a material which cannot be held to rigid tolerances. In 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, a snap-on seal 
ing cover is provided having a bellows-like configuration 
adjacent the inner surface of the container rim when the 
cover is assembled onto the container rim, whereby to 
provide an effective sealing contact between the snap-on 
cover and the container despite variations in the dimen 
sions of the container or bowl rim. 

In another construction in accordance with the inven 
tion, a container provided with a pouring lip or spout is 
provided with a snap-on cover member which is adapted 
to conform to the shape of the container rim and pouring 
lip to insure an air-tight seal for the container. 
While the various three-piece container assemblies in 

cluding the container, intermediate snap-on cover and top 
cover described and shown herein provide patentable com 
binations in the interrelation of the three-pieces which is 
of particular value in merchandising and storing the 
three-piece assemblies, it should also be noted that in 
many of the container and snap-on cover sub-assemblies 
the container and snap-on cover are so interrelated to 
each other as to define patentable sub-combinations. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will be 
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4. 
come apparent from the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective, exploded view of the three 
piece assembly comprising the container or receptacle, the 
snap-on cover, and the top cover; 

FIG. 2 is a view partially in front elevation and par 
tially in vertical section showing the assembly of the 
container, the snap-on cover, and the top cover of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view in vertical section show 
ing the top cover engaged with the rim of the container or 
receptacle of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view in vertical section show 
ing the snap-on cover engaged in sealing relation with the 
rim of the container of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is an exploded view of a modified container 
assembly in which the container and the cooperating cover 
members are each provided with integral handle portions; 

F.G. 6 is a view partially in front elevation and par 
tially in vertical section showing the container assembly of 
FIG. 5 in assembled relation; 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary view in vertical section show 
ing the engagement of the top cover member with the 
container of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary view in vertical section taken 
along line 8-8 of FIG. 5 showing the snap-on cover 
member in engagement with the beaded rim of the con 
tainer or receptacle of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary view in vertical cross-section 
taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 5 through the container 
handle to show the engagement of the snap-on cover in 
this region; 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary view in vertical cross-section 
taken along line 10-10 of FIG. 5 in a plane transverse 
of the side edge of the container handle to show the 
engagement of the snap-on cover in this region; 

FIG. 11 is a top plan view showing the assembly of a 
Snap-on cover with a container substantially like the 
container of FIGS. 5-10 but including a bead around the 
entire periphery of the container, including along the 
handles of the container; 

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary view in vertical section taken 
along line 12-12 of FIG. 11, showing the engagement of 
the Snap-on cover with the handle of the container; 

FIG. 13 is a view in transverse section showing the 
assembly of a modified container without any bead around 
the rim thereof, with a snap-on cover in sealing engage 
ment with the rim of the container, and with the top cover 
Supported above the container and above the snap-on 
cover; 

FIG. 14 is a view in vertical section of the assembly 
of the container and of the top cover of FIG. 13; 

FIG. 15 is a view in vertical section taken through a 
plane including the handles of the container, of the seal 
ing cover, and of the top cover of the assembly of 
FIG. 13; 

FIG. 16 is a fragmentary view in vertical section 
showing another modified assembly of a container, a 
plastic Snap-on cover and a top cover; 

FIG. 17 is a fragmentary view in vertical section of 
still another modified assembly generally similar to the 
assembly of FIG. 16 but including rim members on the 
container and on the snap-on cover which are differently 
contoured than the corresponding elements of FIG. 16; 

FIG. 18 is a fragmentary view in vertical section of 
still another modified assembly of a container, a snap-on 
cover and a top cover, generally similar to the assemblies 
of FIGS. 16 and 17 but including contours on the rims 
of the container and snap-on cover which are different 
than those shown in FIGS. 16 and 17; 

FIG. 19 is a view in vertical section of a still further 
modified assembly of a container, a snap-on cover, and a 
top cover generally similar to the assemblies of FIGS. 
16-18, inclusive, but including rim contours on the snap 
on cover and on the container which are different than 
those shown in FIGS. 16–18, inclusive; 
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FIG. 20 is a view in fragmentary vertical section of 
a modified snap-on cover mounted on a container rim, 
with the snap-on cover being so constructed as to insure 
a good seal particularly when the container is formed 
of a material which cannot be held to rigid tolerances; 

FIG. 21 is a view in fragmentary vertical section of 
a modified snap-on cover mounted on a container rim, 
with the snap-on cover including a flexible inner seal 
which is particularly effective when the container is 
formed of a material which cannot be held to rigid 
tolerances; 

FIG. 22 is a view in fragmentary vertical section of 
another modified snap-on cover mounted on a container 
rim, with the cover being provided with one or more 
radially inwardly extending sealing beads which engage 
the rim of the container, and with the cover also being 
provided with one or more circumferentially extending 
Sealing beads which engage the inner wall surface of 
the container; 
FIG. 23 is a view in fragmentary vertical section of 

still another modified snap-on cover mounted on a con 
tainer rim which has an upwardly extending sealing bead 
molded in the glass of the container rim; 

FIG. 24 is a view in fragmentary vertical section of 
a modified construction in which a sealing cover is 
mounted on the rim of a container having a pouring lip, 
with the sealing cover conforming to the contour of the 
pouring lip; 

FIG. 25 is a top plan view of a three-piece container 
assembly in accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
the invention, including the container, snap-on cover, and 
top cover; 
FIG. 26 is a top plan view of the assembly of the 

container and snap-on cover, with the top cover removed; 
FIG. 27 is a bottom plan view of the snap-on cover; 
FIG. 28 is a view in transverse section along line 

28-28 of FIG.25; 
FIG. 29 is a view in transverse section along line 

29-29 of FIG. 25; and 
FIG. 30 is a view in transverse section along line 

30-30 of FG. 26. 
Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly 

to FIGS. 1-4, inclusive, there is shown a container assem 
bly generally indicated at 10 including a container gen 
erally indicated at 12, a snap-on cover generally indicated 
at 14, and a top cover generally indicated at 16. Con 
tainer 12 and top cover 6 are made of any suitable mate 
rial such as a suitable glass, plastic, ceramic, glass 
ceramic, refractory or metal material. If the container 
12 and top cover 16 are to be used for cooking, the mate 
rial of which they are made should have suitable heat 
resistant characteristics. The container and the top cover 
of a given assembly may be made of different materials. 

Snap-cover 14 is made of a suitable pliable and flexible 
material such as polyethylene or other material having 
similar qualities, such as other suitable synthetic plastics 
or rubber-like materials, for example. Polyethylene is a 
preferred material for the snap-on cover since it is locally 
distortable and strong, resists fracture or breakage, 
and tends to cling to associated surfaces in a closing and 
sealing manner to provide an effective seal. 

Container 12 in the illustrated embodiment is a gen 
erally circular shape in horizontal cross-section, but may 
be of any other suitable shape, such as square, oblong, 
oval, elliptical for example, in which case snap-on cover 
14 and top cover 16 would have a corresponding shape. 
Container 12 includes a base 18 and an upwardly and 
outwardly flaring side wall 20 which terminates at its 
upper end in a rim generally indicated at 22. Due to 
the upwardly and outwardly flaring contour of wall 20, 
the inner diameter of rim 22 is slightly greater than the 
inner diameter of base 18. 
Rim 22 of the container 12 is provided with a radially 

outwardly extending bead 24 around the entire periphery 
thereof. When it is desired to use container 12 for cook 
ing purposes, and assuming that container 12 and top 
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cover 16 are made of suitable heat-resistant material, top 
cover 16 is positioned directly in engagement with the 
rim 22 of container 12 as best seen in the view of FIG. 
3. Top cover 16 includes a top wall 26, a downwardly 
and outwardly flaring side wall 28 from the lower portion 
of which extends a radial substantially horizontal flange 
30 which is adapted to seat on the upper surface of rim 
22 of container 12. Wall 28 of cover 16 terminates below 
flange 30 in a rim generally indicated at 31. Rim 31 is 
of stepped radial thickness and includes an upper (rela 
tive to the views shown in the drawings) or radially outer 
rim portion 32 immediately below flange 30 and a lower, 
radially inner rim portion 36. Rim portion 32 has an 
outer diameter slightly less than the inner diameter of 
container rim 22 so that when flange 30 of cover 16 is 
seated on the upper edge of container rim 22 the cover 
rim portion 32 will extend a short distance into the 
interior of container 12. 

Cover rim 31 is undercut to provide a substantially 
horizontal annular edge or shoulder 34 and a downward 
ly depending (relative to the views shown in the draw 
ings) lip of flange which constitutes the radially inner 
rim portion 36. As will be explained later, the undercut 
or stepped contour defined by the annular edge 34 and by 
the radially inner rim 36 provides a means for engaging 
top cover 16 with the snap-on cover 14 when the three 
piece assembly is in assembled relation as seen in FIG. 
2 of the drawing. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, when it is desired to use con 
tainer 12 to store food in the refrigerator, the snap-on 
cover 14 may be positioned in snapped engagement with 
the rim of the container. Cover 14 is formed of a pliable, 
flexible material such as polyethylene or other suitable 
plastic or rubber-like material and includes a flat hori 
Zontal center wall 38 bounded on its outer periphery by 
a raised rim generally indicated at 40 including an inner 
wall 42 which extends upwardly from the plane of the 
horizontal center wall 38, a spaced outer wall 44, and a 
top wall 46. Outer wall 44 of the snap cover rim includes 
at the lower portion thereof a radially inwardly curved 
lip 45 which underlies the outer surface of bead 24 when 
the Snap-on cover is engaged with container rim 22, as 
best seen in FIGS. 2 and 4 of the drawings. The outer di 
ameter of the inner wall 42 of rim 40 is so dimensioned 
as to be slightly greater than the diameter of the inside 
Surface of the rim 22 of container 12, and the inner diam 
eter of the outer wall 44 of the snap-on cover rim 40 is 
So dimensioned as to be slightly less than the outer diam 
eter of bead 24 on the container rim. Hence, when down 
Ward pressure is exerted on snap-on cover 14, rim 40 of 
the snap-on cover snaps over rim 22 of container 12, with 
inner wall 42 of the snap-on cover rim being in sealing 
engagement with the inner wall surface of container rim 
22 and with outer wall 44 of the snap-on cover rim being 
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in Sealing engagement with the outer surface of bead 24 
on the container rim. An additional sealing action is pro 
vided by a fin 47 which extends integrally from the under 
Surface of top wall 46 of raised rim 40, fin 47 engaging 
the upper Surface of container rim 22 in sealing relation. 
When the container assembly 10 is being merchandised 

or when the assembly is not in use in the home and is 
being stored along with other kitchen utensils and sup 
plies, the three elements of the assembly are assembled to 
gether in the manner shown in FIG. 2. In the assembly of 
FIG. 2, the Snap-on cover 14 is positioned in engagement 
with the rim of container 12 in the same manner as pre 
viously described in connection with the view of FIG. 4. 
Top cover 16 is then positioned in superimposed relation 
above snap-on cover 14 with the annular edge or shoul 
der 34 of the undercut portion of top cover rim 31 seated 
on the radially inner portion of top wall 46 of rim 40 of 
the Snap-on cover and with the lower inner rim portion 
36 of the top cover extending downwardly into the coun 
tersunk region of the snap-on cover above center wall 
38. The outer diameter of the lower inner rim portion 36 
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of the top cover is so dimensioned as to be slightly less 
than the inner diameter of radially inner wall 42 of rim 
40 of the Snap-on cover, so as to permit easy positioning 
of the top cover in the assembled position shown in FIG. 
2. However, the relative diameters of rim portion 36 of 
the top cover and of the inner wall 42 of rim 40 of the 
snap-on cover should be such as to prevent any unin 
tentional movement of top cover i6 out of the assembled 
position of FIG. 2. 

Referring now to the modified embodiment shown in 
FIGS. 5-10 inclusive, there is shown a three-piece con 
tainer assembly generally similar to the container assem 
bly shown and described in connection with FIGS. 1-4 inclusive, but additionally including oppositely disposed 
cooperating handle portions on the container, on the Snap 
on cover, and on the top cover. The container assembly 
of FIGS. 5-10 is generally indicated at 190 and includes 
a container generally indicated at 12, a snap-on cover 
generally indicated at 114, and a top cover generally in 
dicated at 116. Container 112 and covers 114 and 116 are 
formed of materials such as those described for the cor 
responding members of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-4. 
Container 112 includes a bottom wall 118, and a side 
wall 120 which flares upwardly and slightly radially out 
wardly to terminate at its upper end in a rim 122. At di 
ametrically opposite sides of rim 122, container 112 is 
provided with radially outwardly projecting handles, each 
respectively indicated at 124. Each of the handles 124 
includes a flat horizontal top surface 126 which lies at a 
level just slightly below the top surface of rim 122 of 
container 112. Each handle 124 also includes a pair of 
bounding lateral side edges 128 and 130, respectively, 
each of which extends in a direction generally, but not 
necessarily exactly tangent to the bead 123 positioned 
on rim 122 between handles 24. Bead 123 of the con 
tainer rim 122 extends only along the portion of the con 
tainer rim between the handles 124, bead 123 terminat 
ing at the junction between the edges 128 or 130 of han 
diles 124 and the rim 122. No bead is provided on the 
edges of the container handles in the embodiment of 
FIGS. 5-10. Each container handle is also bounded on 
its radially outer end by an outer edge 132. A rib 134 is 
positioned on the under surface of each handle adjacent 
the outer edge 132 of the handle. Rib 134 serves as an 
aid in grasping the handle and also, to Some extent, helps 
to retain the handles of the snap-on cover 114 in position 
over the handles of the container, although the handles of 
the snap-on cover will remain in position without the aid 
of rib 134. 

Snap-on cover 114 conforms in shape to the shape of 
the rim and handles of container 112 and includes a flat 
center wall portion 136 which is recessed or countersunk 
below an upstanding rim generally indicated at 135 which 
merges with oppositely-disposed handles 137 of the Snap 
on cover. The snap-on cover includes an inner rim Wall 
138 similar to snap-on cover rim wall 42 of the embodi 
ment of FIGS. 1-5. Inner wall 138 of the Snap-on cover 
has an outer diameter which is slightly greater than the 
inner diameter of container rim 122, but conforms to 
the shape thereof, so that when Snap-on cover 114 is 
pressed into position on the upper end of container 122, 
inner wall 138 of the snap-on cover will provide an air 
tight seal with the radially inner wall surface 139 of the 
container rim. 
The portion of the rim of the snap-on cover which 

extends between the oppositely-disposed handles 137 is 
shown in the vertical sectional view of FIG. 8 which, it 
will be noted, is substantially the same as the vertical 
sectional view in FIG. 4 of the embodiment of FIGS. 
1-4 inclusive. 
As seen in FIG. 8, the portion of the snap-cover rim 

which extends between the handles includes an outer Wall 
140 spaced from the inner rim wall 138 of the Snap-on 
cover, outer wall 40 being dimensioned to frictionally 
engage the outer surface of bead 123 on container 112. 
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3 
Rim wall 140 of the snap-on cover includes a radially 
inwardly turned lip portion 14 which underlies the un 
der Surface of container bead 123. 

Each of the oppositely-disposed handles 137 of the 
snap-on cover 114 includes a horizontal top wall 144 
which lies in substantially the same horizontal plane as 
the top wall surface of the rim 135 of the snap-on cover. 
The handles of the snap-on cover 114 also include outer 
side walls 146 which taper toward each other and toward 
outer end wall 148 of each handle 137. 
As best seen in the view of FIG. 9, the outer end wall 

148 of each handle of the snap-on cover includes a radial 
ly in-turned lip 49 which underlies a portion of the 
surface of the rib 134 on the under surface of the con 
tainer handie when the snap-cover is assembled on the 
container. A portion of the rib 134 remains uncovered by 
the snap-cover to aid in grasping the container. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 5-10, as best seen in the 
vertical sectional view of FIG. 10, side edges 128 of the 
container handles are not provided with a bead and the 
snap-on cover side walls 146 are not provided in this 
region with an inturned lip such as the lip 41 provided 
on the snap cover rim wall 140 in the region away from 
the handles. 
As best seen in the views of FIGS. 8, 9 and 10, a fin 

47 extends integrally from the under surface of the top 
wall of the rim 135 of the snap-on cover rim, and from 
the under surface of wall 144 of the handle of the snap 
on cover, fin 47 engaging the upper surface of container 
rim 122 in sealing relation. 
To position the snap-on cover in engagement with the 

container of FIGS. 5-10, one of the handles of the snap 
on cover is engaged with a corresponding handle of the 
container, and then the opposite handle of the cover is 
engaged with the opposite handle of the container. Pres 
sure is then applied to the center of the top wall 136 of 
the snap-on cover and the rim of the cover will auto 
matically snap over the rim of the container, expelling 
a certain amount of air from the container as the cover 
snaps into sealed relation to the container rim. The 
principal sealing action which provides the air-tight seal 
of the snap-on cover to the container is provided between 
the radially outer surface of wall 138 of the rim of the 
sealing cover and the radially inner surface of the rim of 
the container. The engagement of the handles of the Snap 
on cover with the handles of the container assists in hold 
ing the snap-on cover in its sealed position relative to 
the mouth of the container. The handles of the snap-on 
cover also form a means by which the snap-on cover may 
be manually gripped. 
Top cover or lid 116 of the embodiment of FIGS. 

5-10 conforms in shape to container 112 and includes a 
top wall 150 and a downwardly and outwardly flared side 
wall 152 from the lower portion of which extends a 
radial substantially horizontal flange 154 which seats on 
the upper surface of rim 122 of container 112. Top cover 
16 is also provided with oppositely-disposed handles 157 

which, when the top cover and container are assembled 
with respect to each other as shown in FIG. 7, rest on 
the upper surface of the rim 122 of the container and 
also extend in overlying relation to the handles 124 of 
the container. Top cover 116 is also provided with a 
downwardly extending rim generally indicated at 156 and 
similar to the rim 31 of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-4, 
which extends a short distance into the interior of con 
tainer 12 when the top cover is assembled on the con 
tainer as seen in FIG. 7. Rim 156 is undercut to provide 
an annular edge 158 which seats on the upper wall of 
the snap-on cover 114, and a downwardly depending 
inner rim portion 160 which extends into the countersunk 
region of the snap-on cover above wall 136 thereof when 
the members are assembled as shown in FIG. 6, in a 
manner similar to the embodiment of FIGS. 1-4. 

Referring now to FIGS. 11 and 12, there is shown an 
assembly of a container 170 and of a snap-on cover 172 
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which are respectively generally similar to container 112 
and snap-on cover 114 of the embodiment of FIGS. 5 
10, inclusive. The modified embodiment of FIGS. 11 and 
12 differs from the embodiments of FIGS. 5-10, inclusive, 
in the fact that the rim of container 170 is provided with 
a bead 174 around the entire periphery thereof, including 
around the entire periphery of the oppositely-disposed 
handles 176 of the container. Outer wall 178 of the rim 
of snap-on cover 172 is contoured and dimensioned on 
the inner surface thereof and along the entire length 
thereof to sealingly engage the continuous bead 174 on 
the rim of container 170. Snap-on cover rim wall 178 
includes a radially inwardly projecting lip which under 
lies the under surface of bead 174. In addition to the seal 
provided between bead 174 on the container and wall 178 
of the snap-on cover, as just described, a seal is also 
provided between inner wall 177 of the snap-on cover 
and the inner wall surface of the container rim in the 
same manner as described in the previous embodiments 
of the invention. A sealing fin 179 similar to the fin 47 
of the embodiment of FIGS. 5-10 is also provided on the 
under surface of the rim and handle portions of the snap 
on cover 172, and engages the upper surface of the con 
tainer rim in sealing relation. 

It will be understood that a top cover member not 
shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, but similar to cover member 
116 of FIGS. 5-10, inclusive, is used in conjunction with 
container 170 and snap-on cover 172 in the same manner 
as shown in the embodiment of FIGS. 5-10 inclusive. 
There is shown in FIGS. 13-15, inclusive, a modified 

container assembly generally indicated at 190 including 
a container generally indicated at 192, having a flared 
wall 193, a snap-on cover 194, and a top cover 196. Con 
tainer 192 is generally similar to container 12 shown in 
FIGS. 5-10, inclusive, but differs from container 12 
in that no bead is provided on rim 198 of the container. 
Snap-on cover 194 is generally similar to snap-on cover 
114 of FIGS. 5-10, inclusive, and includes an inverted 
U-shaped snap-on rim generally indicated at 200 includ 
ing an inner wall 202 which is so dimensioned and con 
toured as to provide a sealing engagement with the inner 
Surface of the rim of container 192, as described in the 
previous embodiments of the invention, and an upper 
wall 204 which engages the upper surface of the rim 
of the container. Outer wall 206 of the rim of snap-on 
cover 194 is tapered on the inner surface thereof so as 
to extend parallel to the unbeaded outer surface of the 
container rim and is so dimensioned as to lie in close seal 
ing contact with the outer surface of the container rim. 
Outer wall 206 of snap cover rim 200 is also dimensioned 
so as to extend further down along the flared wall 193 
of the container for a given size container than would 
the corresponding outer wall 140 of snap cover 114 of the 
embodiment of FIGS. 5-10 which engages a bead on the 
rim of the container. The principal sealing action is ob 
tained where the rim of the snap-on cover engages the 
corner defined by the junction between the top edge of 
the container rim 198 and the upper end of the outer sur 
face of wall 193 of the container. The friction between 
the snap-on cover and the container is the result of the 
angle of the container rim and the configuration of the 
rim of the Snap-on cover. 
The contour of top cover 196 shown in FIGS. 13-15, 

inclusive, is somewhat different than the contour of the 
top cover of the embodiment of FIGS. 5-10, particularly 
in the use of a thickened downwardly flared wall 197 hav 
ing a flat bottom edge 199 which seats on the upper sur 
face of the container rim 198 when the top cover is 
mounted directly on the container as shown in FIG. 14. 
However the downwardly depending rim 208 of the top 
cover is substantially the same as the corresponding rim 
of the previous embodiments and cooperates with con 
tainer rim 198 as described in connection with the pre 
vious embodiments; and the inner rim portion 210 and 
the annular edge or shoulder 212 of the top cover corre 
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10 
spond to similar elements described in connection with 
the previous embodiments of the invention and cooperate 
with the snap-on cover 194 in the same manner as previ 
ously described. As shown in FIG. 15, the handles 24 
of container 192 are unbeaded, in a manner similar to 
the embodiment of FIGS. 1-5, although if desired a rib 
may be provided on the under surface of handle 214 as 
shown at 134 in the embodiment of FIGS. 1-5. 
There is shown in FIG. 16 a container assembly gen 

erally indicated at 250 including a container 252 which 
may be generally similar to the container 12 of FIGS. 
1-4, inclusive, including a bottom wall or base 254 and 
an upwardly and outwardly inclined side wall 256 ter 
minating at its upper end in outwardly flared rim 258 
including a rounded upper end surface 260 which merges 
with a bevelled outer rim surface 262. A snap-on sealing 
cover generally indicated at 264 is provided which in 
cludes a substantially horizontal center wall 266 bounded 
at its outer periphery by a groove-like depression or recess 
267 defined by inclined surfaces 268 and 270. The radially 
outer inclined surface 270 merges with a substantially 
horizontal top rim wall 272 of the snap-on cover which 
overlies the upper end of container rim 258 in sealing 
contact therewith. 
The radially outer end of top wall 272 of the snap-cover 

rim is joined to a downwardly extending outer wall 274 
of the snap-cover rim, the inner surface of wall 274 being 
bevelled or tapered to conform substantially to the 
bevelled surface 262 of the container rim. Outer wall 274 
of the snap-on cover extends slightly below and in par 
tially underlying relation to the under surface of the 
bevelled portion of container rim 258. The flexible or 
elastic character of the snap-on cover and of the rim 
portion thereof together with the tapered contours of 
the rims of the snap-on cover and of the container insure 
that a good seal is obtained between the snap-on cover 
and the container rim. 
A top cover member generally indicated at 276 is 

adapted to overlie the assembled container and snap-on 
cover to provide a three-piece assembly for merchandising 
or storage purposes. Top cover 276 is provided on the 
under surface thereof with a downwardly depending rim 
280 which is adapted to be received in the recess or 
groove 267 defined by inclined surfaces 268 and 270 of 
the snap-on cover. Top cover 276 also includes a radially 
outwardly extending peripheral flange 282 which overlies 
and rests upon the upper or top wall 272 of the rim por 
tion of snap-on cover 264 as seen in FIG. 16 of the draw 
ings, when the container, snap-on cover and top cover are 
assembled together. Container 252 may be provided with 
a pair of oppositely-disposed integral handles 284, one 
of which is shown in FIG. 16, which extend radially out 
wardly from peripheral flange 282. Radially outwardly 
extending handles 286 may also extend from the upper 
portion of wall 256 adjacent but below the rim of con 
tainer 252. It will be noted that the handles of the con 
tainer and of the cover, while lying in substantially the 
same vertical plane, do not lie in directly superposed 
relation to each other when the container and cover are 
in assembled relation. 

There is shown in FIG. 17 a container assembly gen 
erally indicated at 300 including a container 302, a snap 
on cover generally indicated at 304, and a top cover gen 
erally indicated at 396. Container 302 includes a bottom 
wall 308 and an upwardly and outwardly flaring side wall 
310 which terminates at its upper end in a rim 312 having a 
bead 314 formed on the outer surface thereof. Snap-on 
cover 304 includes a flat top wall 316 which has adjacent 
the radially outer portion thereof a peripheral groove 318 
similar to the corresponding groove 267 in cover 264 of the 
embodiment of FIG. 16. The radially outer wall of groove 
318 merges with the top wall 320 of the snap-on cover 
rim. The rim of the snap-on cover includes an outer wall 
322 which is so dimensioned and contoured on the inner 
surface thereof as to form an air-tight seal with bead 314 
on the container rim. Top cover 306 is provided adjacent 
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the radially outer periphery thereof with a downwardly 
depending peripheral rim 324 which is received in recess 
or groove 318 of snap-on cover 306. Flange 326 of top 
cover 306 seats on the upper surface of top wall 320 of 
the snap-on cover rim when the parts are assembled to 
gether as shown in FIG. 17. 
There is shown in FIG. 18 a container assembly gen 

erally indicated at 350 including a container 352 having a 
base 354 and an upwardly and outwardly flared side wall 
356 terminating at its upper end in an outwardly flared 
rim 358 having a rounded upper surface 360 which merges 
at the radially outer portion thereof with an inclined out 
wardly lying bevelled surface 362 which, in turn, merges 
at the lower end thereof with a second outwardly lying 
bevelled surface 364. A snap-on cover generally indicated 
at 366 is adapted to engage the rim of container 352. 
Snap-on cover 366 includes a flat center wall 368 provided 
with a recess or groove 370 adjacent the rim of the snap-on 
cover. The radially outer inclined wall of groove 370 
merges with the top wall 372 of the snap-on cover 
rim which overlies the upper surface aof the container 
rim in sealing relation thereto. Top wall 372 of the 
snap-on cover rim merges with a downwardly extending 
outer wall 374 which engages the container rim in air 
tight sealing relation, the lower end of wall 374 of the 
snap-on cover extending slightly below the bottom surface 
of the container rim. The inner surface of snap-on cover 
rim wall 374 is contoured to substantially conform to 
the double-beveled surfaces 362 and 364 of the container 
rim in air-tight sealing relation to the container rim. 
A top cover generally indicated at 376 includes a down 

wardly depending rim 378 which is received in recess 370 
of snap-on cover 366, recess 370 conforming to the con 
tour of rim 378. Top cover 376 also includes a radially 
outwardly extending flange 380 which seats on top wall 372 
of the snap-on cover rim when the parts are assembled as 
shown in FIG. 18. 
There is shown in FIG. 19 a modified assembly general 

ly indicated at 400 including a container 402 having a base 
or bottom wall 404 and an upwardly inclined side wall 
406 which terminates at its upper end in a rim 408 having 
a bead 410 on the outer surface thereof. A small bead 42 
extends vertically uppwardly for a short distance from 
the rounded upper surface of container rim 408, bead 412 
being molded integrally with the container. A snap-on 
cover 414 is adapted to be positioned in air-tight sealing 
relation to container 406. The rim of the snap-on cover 
includes an upper wall 416 which sealingly engages bead 
412 on the container rim and an outer wall 418 which is 
contoured on the inner surface thereof to sealingly engage 
bead 410 on the container rim. Instead of having bead 412 
molded integrally with the rim of container 402, a bead 
may be provided on the under surface of upper wall 416 of 
the rim of the snap-on cover. 
As in the embodiment of FIGS. 16-18, Snap-on cover 

414 of the embodiment of FIG. 19 is provided with a 
groove conforming to the contour of the downwardly de 
pending rim of top cover 420. The radially outwardly ex 
tending flange 421 of top cover 420 seats on the upper 
wall 416 of the rim of the snap-on cover 414, and the 
downwardly depending rim of top cover 420 extends down 
wardly into the groove or recess of the top wall of the 
snap-on cover when the parts are assembled as shown in 
FIG. 19. 
There is shown in FIG. 20 a sealing arrangement for a 

snap-on cover member and the rim of a container which is 
particularly useful where the container is made of glass 
or other material which cannot be held to rigid tolerances. 
The container generally indicated at 450 includes a vertical 
wall 452 having a radially outwardly extending bead 454 
at the upper end thereof. A snap-on cover member made of 
flexible, pliable material such as that described in the pre 
vious embodiments, is generally indicated at 456 and in 
cludes a flexible inner wall generally indicated at 458 in 
cluding a radially outer surface 460 contiguous the inner 
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2 
rim of the container, surface 460 being tapered or in 
clined downwardly and radially outwardly for most of the 
height thereof, but tapered in a reverse direction or down 
wardly and radially inwardly at the lower portion thereof 
as indicated at 462. If snap-on cover 456 is removed from 
its assembled position with respect to the rim of the con 
tainer, inner wall 458 of the snap-on cover tends to 
spring radially outwardly to some degree from the position 
shown in FIG. 20, but, when assembled onto the rim of the 
container as shown in FIG. 20, is forced radially inwardly 
to the position shown in FIG. 20. Thus, the inner wall 458 
of the snap-on cover is adapted to provide a sealing contact 
with the inner surface of the container rim despite varia 
tions in the internal diameter of the inner wail surface of 
the container rim due to inherent difficulties in maintaining 
rigid tolerances with certain materials such as glass, for 
example. Snap-on cover 456 also includes an outer rim 
wall 464 which is so dimensioned and contoured as to fric 
tionally engage the outer surface of container bead 454 in 
Sealing relation. 
As a further feature of the sealing construction shown in 

FIG. 20, top wall 459 of the top cover rim is provided on 
the under surface thereof with a plurality of integral down 
Wardly projecting wiping beads 461 which provide a more 
positive peripheral seal between the snap-on cover and the 
upper Surface of the rim of container 450. 
The upper surface of snap-on cover 456 radially in 

Wardly of inner wall 458 is preferably provided with 
means for receiving the rim of a top cover member not 
shown in FIG. 20, if the container and snap-on cover 
are to be assembled in a three-piece assembly which in 
cludes a top cover member. Thus, the upper central sur 
face of the Snap-on cover inwardly of inner wall 458 
may be countersunk or recessed as shown in the pre 
viously-described embodiments of FIGS. 1-15, or, alter 
natively, the Snap-on cover may be provided with a 
recess or groove for receiving the downwardly depend 
ing rinn of a top cover member, as shown in the embodi 
ments of FIGS. 16-19, inclusive. 
There is shown in FIG. 21 another modified sealing 

construction which is particularly useful where the con 
tainer is formed of a material such as glass which cannot 
be held to rigid tolerances. The container generally in 
dicated at 475 in FIG. 21 includes the vertical wall 476, 
having a radially outwardly extending bead 478 at the 
upper end thereof. A Snap-on cover generally indicated 
at 480 is formed of a flexible, pliable material similar 
to that used for the snap-on covers of the previous em 
bodiments. 

Snap-on cover 480 includes an inner seal provided by 
a U-shaped depression in the snap-on cover adjacent the 
rim of the container, the U-shaped depression including 
a radially outer leg portion 482 and a radially inner leg 
portion 484, joined at the lower ends thereof by a bridg 
ing portion 486. The upper end of the leg portion 482 
merges with top wall 488 of the snap-on cover rim and 
an outer wall 490 extends downwardly from top wall 
488 and is contoured and dimensioned to frictionally en 
gage the outer surface of bead 478 on the container rim. 
One or more integral downwardly-extending wiping beads 
492 extend from the under surface of the top wall 488 
of the Snap-on cover rim generally throughout its perim 
€ter to provide an additional sealing action. It will be 
seen that the flexible U-shaped inner seal is adapted to 
accommodate any variations in the inner diameter of 
the container rim due to difficulties in mainaining rigid 
tolerances on glass containers or the like, so that an 
effective sealing action is maintained at the inner surface 
of the container rim despite variations in the internal 
dimensions of the container rim. 

Referring now to FIG. 22, there is shown a still further 
modified sealing arrangement between a snap-on cover and 
the rim of a container which is particularly suitable for 
use where the container is formed of material such as 
glass which cannot be held to rigid tolerances. The con 
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tainer generally indicated at 500 in FIG. 22 includes a 
vertical wall having a radially outwardly extending bead 
504 at the upper end thereof. A snap-on cover generally 
indicated at 506 formed of a material such as those pre 
viously described in connection with the previous em 
bodiments engages the rim of container 500. The snap-on 
cover includes a countersunk center wall 508 which per 
mits the rim of a top cover member not shown in FIG. 
22 to be received in the countersunk region, as previously 
described. The snap-on cover rim 506 includes an inner 
wall 510 provided on the radially outer surface thereof 
with a plurality of circumferentially extending sealing 
beads 512. The top wall portion 514 of the snap-on cover 
rim 506 includes a plurality of downwardly extending 
wiping beads 516 which provide an additional sealing 
contact between the rim of the snap-on cover and the 
upper surface of the rim of the container. The rim of 
the snap-on cover also includes an outer wall 518 which 
is contoured and dimensioned to frictionally engage the 
outer surface of container bead 504 in sealing relation. 

Still a further type of sealing arrangement which may 
be used between the container and the snap-on cover is 
shown in FIG. 23 in which there is shown a container 
generally indicated at 525 including a side wall 526 hav 
ing a radially outwardly extending bead 528 at the upper 
edge thereof, and a small bead 530 which is integrally 
molded with and extends vertically above the upper 
surface of container rim 528. A snap-on cover generally 
indicated at 532 is provided for container 525 and in 
cludes a center wall portion 534 which is countersunk 
below the top surface of the rim of the snap-on cover. 
The rim of the snap-on cover includes an inner wall 536 
which is so dimensioned as to frictionally and sealingly 
engage the inner wall of the rim despite variations in the 
diameter of the inner wall of the rim, and an outer wall 
538 which is contoured and dimensioned to frictionally 
engage the outer surface of the bead 528 on the con 
tainer rim. A further sealing action is provided by the 
sealing bead 530 which engages the under surface of the 
top wall 540 of the snap-on cover rim in sealing relation. 
There is shown in FIG. 24 a container generally indi 

cated at 550 including a wall 552 which terminates at its 
upper end in a rim 554. At one portion of its periphery, 
rim 554 is contoured to define a pouring lip, as indicated 
at 556. A snap-on sealing cover generally indicated at 
558, which may be formed of the same type of pliable 
and flexible material as described in connection with the 
previous embodiments of the invention, is adapted to en 
gage rim 554 and the pouring lip 556 thereof. Cover 
558 includes a raised rim portion generally indicated at 
560 which rises above a countersunk center wall portion 
562. Raised rim 560 includes an inner wall 564, an outer 
wall 566, and a top connecting wall 568. The inner wall 
564 of the container rim is so dimensioned as to fric 
tionally engage in sealing relation the inner wall of the 
container rim, including the pouring lip portion thereof, 
while the outer wall 566 of the snap-on cover rim is con 
toured to sealingly engage the outer wall surface of the 
container rim, including the pouring lip portion thereof. 

In any of the various sealing arrangements shown in 
FIGS. 20-23, inclusive, the snap-on cover may be pro 
vided with a top center wall lying in the same horizontal 
plane as the top wall of the rim of the snap-on cover, 
rather than having the center wall countersunk, if it is 
not desired to use the container and snap-on cover sub 
assembly in conjunction with a top cover member, in 
which case. no provision need be made on the snap-on 
cover to receive the rim of the top cover. 
The embodiment shown in FIGS. 25-30, inclusive, 

represents a preferred embodiment of the invention in 
which the snap-on cover is so constructed as to have a 
flexibility which permits it to engage the rim of the bowl 
or container 602 with good uniform sealing engagement 
despite dimensional variations in the rim of the bowl or 
container, due to difficulties in maintaining close rim 

14 
dimensional tolerances in fire polished glass containers 
or the like. 

Referring to FIGS. 25-30, inclusive, there is shown a 
container assembly generally indicated at 600, compris 
ing a bowl or container generally indicated at 602 having 
a base (not shown) and an upwardly and outwardly flared 
side wall 604 terminating at its upper end in a rim gen 
erally indicated at 606 having a bead 608 formed on the 
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outer surface thereof. Container 602 is provided with 
diametrically opposed integral handles 610 which lie 
slightly below the upper surface of the rim. 606 of the 
container. As best seen in the view of FIG. 30, handles 
610 are not provided with a bead on the outer edge 
thereof. However, each of the handles 610 is provided 
on the under surface of the radially outer extremity there 
of with an integral rib 612 which aids in grasping the 
handle, and, also, to some extent, helps to retain the 
integral handle 620 of the snap-on cover generally indi 
cated at 614 in position over the handles 610 of the con 
tainer, although the handles of the snap-on cover remain 
in position without the aid of the ribs 612. 
The snap-on cover 64 conforms to the shape of the 

rim and handles of container 602, and includes a flat 
central wall portion 616 which is recessed or countersunk 
below an upstanding rim generally indicated at 618 which 
merges with the oppositely disposed handles 620 of the 
snap-on cover. The snap-on cover includes an inner rim 
wall 622 which is connected along the entire peripheral 
or circumferential length thereof to the main flat center 
wall 616 of the snap-on cover by several bellows folds 
defined by the inclined wall portions 624 and 626. Inclined 
wall portion 624 is connected at its lower and radially 
outer end to the lower end of snap-on cover rim wall 622 
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in a generally V configuration to define a first bellows 
fold. Inclined wall portion 624 is connected at its upper 
and radially inner end to inclined wall portion 626 in a 
second V configuration to define a second bellows fold, 
inclined wall portion 626 extending downwardly and 
radially inwardly to merge with the upper surface of flat 
center wall 616 of the snap-on cover. 
As best seen in the views of FIGS. 28 and 29, the 

thickness of the flexible material of snap-on cover 614 
in the region of and forming the two bellows folds defined 
by inclined wall portions 624 and 626 is substantially 
thinner than in the region of the flat center wall portion 
616 of the snap-on cover, thereby increasing the flexibility 
of the snap-on cover in the region of the bellows folds 
to permit the rim wall 622 of the snap-on cover to ac 
commodate itself to the internal diameter of the container 
rim, where the major sealing action occurs. This permits 
the snap-on cover to maintain good sealing contact with 
the container rim despite variations in the internal diam 
eter of the container rim. The increased flexibility of the 
Snap-on cover due to the bellows folds also permits the 
outer rim wall 630 (to be described) of the snap-on cover 
to be moved radially outwardly to engage an oversize 
outer diameter container rim, where necessary. 
Rim 618 of the snap-on cover 614 is also provided with 

an outer rim wall 630 which is adapted to engage the 
outer surface of bead 608 of the container rim and also 
to engage the unbeaded edges of the container handles 
610, as seen in FIGS. 28 and 30. The inner wall 622 and 
the outer wall 630 of the snap-on cover rim are joined 
by a flat connecting portion 634 which is of greater radial 
width in the region of the handles of the snap-on cover 
than in the region away from the handles. The portions 
of the outer wall 630 of the snap-on cover rim lying in 
the regions of the outer ends of the handles of the snap 
on cover are formed so as to turn radially inwardly 
slightly at the lower end thereof so as to slightly underlie 
the rib 612 on the under surface of each of the respective 
container handles 610 when the snap-on cover is posi 
tioned on the container 602, as best seen in the view of 
FIG. 28. 
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The assembly also includes a top cover member gen 
erally indicated at 636, including a top wall 638 and a 
downwardly and radially outwardly extending wall 640 
which terminates adjacent its lower end with respect to 
the views of FIGS. 28 and 29 in a flat flange portion 642 
adapted to overlie the connecting wall portion 634 of the 
Snap-on cover rim when the snap-on cover is assembled 
onto container 602. Top cover 636 also includes a down 
Wardly depending rim portion 644 which is so dimen 
sioned as to be received adjacent and inwardly of the 
upper end of inner wall 622 of the snap-on cover rim. 
Top cover 636 also includes oppositely disposed han 

dles 648 which are adapted to overlie the handles 620 of 
the Snap-on cover when top cover 636 is assembled above 
the Snap-on cover. It will be noted that when the con 
tainer, Snap-on cover, and top cover are in assembled 
relation as best seen in FIG. 28, the handles 648 of top 
cover 636 are longer than the corresponding handles of 
the container or of the snap-on cover so as to project 
radially beyond the handles of the snap-on cover and con 
tainer to provide an area which permits the user to grasp 
the top cover when removing it from its assembled posi 
tion. 

Container 602 and top cover 636 of the embodiment of 
FIGS. 25-30, inclusive, may be made of any suitable 
material such as those described in connection with the 
previous embodiments, but the cooperating snap-on cover 
member 614 with the bellows folds is particularly suitable 
for use when the container 602 is made of a material such 
as glass, glass ceramic, ceramic, refractory, or the like, 
which cannot be held to exact dimensions. The snap-on. 
cover is made of a suitable pliable and flexible material 
such as polyethylene or other material having similar 
qualities, such as other suitable synthetic plastics or rub 
ber-like materials, for example. 
To position snap-on cover 614 in engagement with con 

tainer 602 of the embodiment of FIGS. 25-30, the handles 
620 of the snap-on cover are snapped into engagement 
with the corresponding handles of the container. Pres 
sure is then applied with the thumbs at the locations of 
the letters A on the upper surface of the snap-on cover 
as seen in FIG. 26 to cause the rim of the snap-on cover 
to snap over the rim of the container, expelling a certain 
amount of air from the container as the cover snaps into 
sealed relation to the container rim. 
Any of the various container assemblies hereinbefore 

described are sold as a unitary three-piece assembly com 
prising the container, the snap-on cover, and the top cover. 
It will be understood as previously pointed out, that where 
the container and the top cover or lid of each of the 
hereinbefore-described assemblies are intended for use in 
cooking, they are formed of heat-resistant glass or of such 
other materials as glass ceramics, other suitable ceramic, 
refractory, plastic or metal materials which permit the 
container and the top cover to be subjected to tempera 
tures normally encountered in connection with food cook 
ing or baking operations without adverse effect on the 
container, on the cover, or on the food. The term "heat 
resistant material' used in some of the claims is hereby 
defined to include any materials such as those just de 
scribed suitable for use in cooking or baking operations 
or equivalents thereof. It should also be noted that the 
container member and the mating top cover or lid of 
any of the assemblies hereinbefore described need not 
necessarily be made of the same materials in a given 
container assembly. For example, the container of a given 
assembly might be made of a heat-resistant glass ceramic 
material while the mating top cover member might be 
made of a suitable heat-resistant glass. 

It is also within the scope of the invention to utilize 
only one handle member on any of the container as 
Sembly elements in which two handle members have been 
shown and described on a given element such as the con 
tainer, the Snap-on cover or the top cover, or to use more 
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6 
than two handle members in constructions where two 
handle members have been shown on a given element 
Such as the container, the snap-on cover member, or the 
top cover. 

In using any of the container assemblies hereinbefore 
described, food which is being prepared for cooking may 
be placed in the container and the snap-on may then be 
engaged with the rim of the container to maintain the 
interior of the container in air-tight condition. The con 
tainer with the food therein and with the snap cover 
thereon may then be placed in the refrigerator or freezer 
until the food is ready to be cooked. The container may 
then be removed from the refrigerator and the snap-on 
cover is removed and replaced by the top cover or lid. 
The container with the top cover positioned thereon may 
then be positioned on the stove or in the oven for cook 
ing or baking. After removing the container from the 
stove or oven and placing it on the dining room table, if 
all of the food is not used, the snap-on cover may again 
be engaged with the rim of the container and the con 
tainer, sealed air-tight by the snap-on cover, may then 
be placed back in the refrigerator. 

It can be seen from the foregoing that there is provided 
in accordance with all of the various embodiments of 
the invention hereinbefore described container assemblies 
which have great utility for use in cooking, storing, pre 
paring, or serving food. 
While there have been shown and described various 

embodiments of the invention, it will be obvious to those 
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications 
may be made therein without departing from the inven 
tion, and, therefore, it is aimed to cover all such changes 
and modifications as fall within the true spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. The combination of a two-piece assembly for pre 

paring, storing, cooking or serving food comprising: 
(a) a container open at its upper end thereof and 
terminating in a rim; 

(b) a flexible snap-on cover detachably engaging the 
open upper end in sealing relation with said con 
tainer rim, and including a peripheral rim having 
inner and outer rim walls connected by a top rim 
wall; 

(c) said Snap-on cover including a flat center wall 
portion lying radially inwardly of said inner rim 
wall; and 

(d) said Snap-on cover including a bellows-like flexible 
wall portion of less thickness than and connecting 
both said inner rim wall and said flat center wall 
portion along substantially the entire length of the 
respective peripheries thereof. 

2. In combination, a three-piece container assembly for 
use in preparing, storing, cooking or serving food com 
prising: w 

(a) a container open at the upper end and terminating 
in a rim; 

(b) an intermediate snap-on cover of flexible mate 
rial detachably engaging the open upper end of said 
container in sealing relation thereto and including 
a peripheral rim having radially inner and outer rim 
walls connected by a top rim wall; 

(c) Said snap-on cover including a flat center wall 
pion lying radially inwardly of said inner rim 
wall; 

(d) said Snap-on cover including a bellows-like flexible 
wall portion of less thickness than and connecting 
both inner rim wail and said flat center wall portion, 
along substantially the entire length of the respective 
peripheries thereof; 

(e) a top cover member detachably interengageable 
with the upper surface of said snap-on cover member; 

(f) complementally formed means on the top cover, 
intermediate snap-on cover and on said container rim 
to maintain said three pieces in an assembled rela 
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tionship to facilitate merchandising and storage as 
a unitary assembly. 

3. The combination as defined in claim 2 wherein: 
(a) the flat center portion of said snap-on cover is 
countersunk at a level below that of said top rim wall 
of the snap-on cover; 

(b) said top cover member having a downwardly de 
pending rim adapted to lie radially inwardly of said 
inner rim wall of said snap-on cover; and 

(c) said top cover also having a radially outwardly 
extending flange adapted to overlie said top rim wall 
of said snap-on cover. 

4. The combination as defined in claim 2 wherein: 
(a) the flat center portion of said snap-on cover is 
countersunk at a level below that of said top rim 
wall of said snap-on cover; 

(b) said snap-on cover including a first inclined flexible 
wall portion connected at its radially outer end to 
the lower end of said inner rim wall; 

(c) said first inclined flexible wall portion extending 
upwardly and radially inwardly from its connection 
to said inner rim wall to define a first bellows fold; 

(d) said snap-on cover including a second inclined 
flexible wall portion connected at its radially outer 
end to the radially inner and upper end of said first 
inclined flexible wall portion; and 

(e) said second inclined flexible wall portion extend 
ing downwardly and radially inwardly from its con 
nection to said first inclined flexible wall portion to 
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define a second bellows fold and being connected 
at its radially inner and lowermost end to the outer 
periphery of the flat center portion of said snap-on 
COWer. 

5. The combination defined in claim 2 wherein: 
(a) said container includes oppositely disposed in 

tegrally formed handles; and 
(b) said snap-on cover includes oppositely disposed 

integrally formed handles conforming in shape to 
and embracing said handles of said container. 
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