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When Venetian blinds become soiled and re-
quire cleaning, it is difficult to clean them properly
while in place at the windows or doors. It is ac-
cordingly the common practice to take them
down and wash them within-a bath tub or the
like. Thisis a laborious and time-consuming pro-
cedure which is difficult to perform, and it in-
volves extending portions of each blind at a time
while washing the same. As the blinds are un-
wieldy and difficult to handle in this way, the
slats are often displaced and bent or damaged,
and the operating cords frequently become tan-
gled.

The primary object of my invention, therefore,
is to provide a stand by means of which a
Venetian blind may be susgended in an extended
condition and held against. material swaying,
whereby said blind is readily accessible from both
sides with the parts thereof in natural condition
and relation so that the blind may be quickly and
thoroughly cleaned without damage to the blind
parts, displacement of the slats, or tangling of
the operating cords.

In carrying out my invention, I provide g stand
of suitable height having a cross-bar from which
the blind to be cleaned may be suspended, sus-
pending devices being placed on said cross-bar
and movable thereon to engage over the ends of
the suspension bar of the blind and thereby re-
movably suspend the latter in a relatively low or
readily accessible position while in an extended
condition, and means being carried by the lower
portion of the stand for detachable engagement
with the lower tilt bar of the suspended blind to
hold the latter against material swaying or flex-
ing when washing the same.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
stand of the above character which is of simple
and durable construction and mainly composed of
pipe sections and fittings which permit the stand
to be readily erected and to be readily knocked
down and folded so as to require little space when
stored away.

Referring to the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is an elevational view of a stand em-
bodying the present invention and illustrating a
Venetian blind suspended and held thereby in po-
sition for cleaning.

Figure 2 is a horizontal section taken on the
line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a side view thereof looking to the
right of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical
section taken on the line 4—4 of Pigure 1.

Figures 5 and 6 are enlarged fragmentary sec-
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2
tions taken respectively on the line §—5 and on
the line 6—=6 of Figure 3. )

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical
section taken on the line 7—17 of Figure 1.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the stand
includes foldable side frames § and 5’, a cross-
bar 6 connecting the upper ends of said side
frames, and suspending devices 7 and T’ slidably
mounted on the cross-bar 6 and adapted to be
removably engaged over the ends of the top sus-
rension bar 8 of g Venetian blind B to suspend the
latter in a low position while in an extended
condition.

Each side frame comprises a pair of hinged
legs 8 and 9’ connected at their lower ends by a
chain 19 or the like to limit spreading thereof to
proper supporting position. As shown, the cross-
bar 6 is composed of a plurality of pipe sections
separably connected by a coupling 11, and each
of the legs 9 and 9’ is also composed of pipe sec~
tions similarly connected by a coupling 12 so that
these parts may be knocked down to small size
for convenient storage. FEach leg 9’ is provided
at its upper end with a T-fitting {3 having one
branch loosely and removably screwed onto the
adjacent end of cross-bar 6 to permit said leg
to be removed and to be freely swung to and from
the associated leg 9. A nipple 14 is tightly
screwed into the other branch of each fitting
{3, and the adjacent leg 9 has an elbow fitting {5
tightly screwed on the upper end thereof and
loosely screwed onto the adjacent nipple t4 to
permit said leg 9 to freely swing to and from the
associated leg 9’. Thus, the legs of each side
frame are removable from the cross-bar and
may be swung toward each other for folding said
frame.

Means is provided at the bottom of the stand
to engage the lower tilt bar {6 of the blind and
hold the latter against material swaying or flex-
ing when suspended from the cross-bar 6 in an
extended condition. As shown, such means may
consist of a chain {7 connecting and detachably
connected at its ends to the chains 18 intermedi-
ate the ends of the latter, and short chains 18
attached to the chain |7 and having clasps {9 at
the free ends thereof adapted to releasably grip
the ends of the tilt bar 16.

For supplying water used in washing the blind,
a section of hose 20 may be clamped near one
end, as at 24, to one of the legs, said hose section
having a nozzle 22 at its other end and adapted
to have its first-named end coupled to a further
hose section connected with a city water supply
line.
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It will be seen that the blind may be readily
suspended and held by use of the present stand
so that said blind is conveniently accessible at
both sides for being easily and quickly cleaned
by a person standing on the ground. The blind
is held in a normal extended condition so as to
avoid damage thereto, displacement of the slats,
or tangling of the operating cords. While the
illustrated construction is preferred, the inven-
tion is susceptible of modification and changes
in details of construction, such as fall within
the spirit of the invention as claimed.

Having described the invention,
claimed as new is:

1. In a stand for holding a Venetian blind in
extended condition for being cleaned, the com-
bination of side frames, a cross-bar connecting
the upper ends of said side frames, suspending
devices mounted on said cross-bar and engage-
able over the ends of the top suspension bar
of the blind to suspend the latter in an extended
condition, and medns carried by the lower por-
tions of the frames engageable with the lower
tilt bar of a suspended bhnd t0 hold the latter
against matenal swaymg or flexing, each side
frame 1nclud1ng a pair of downwardly dlvergmg
legs, said means comprising a flexible connect-
ing member connectmg ‘the lower portions of the
legs of each side frame, a further ﬂnx1b1e mem-

what is

ber extendmg parallel to said ‘cross bar and g

connectlng ‘said leg connectlng members, and
clasps attached to’ the last-named meraber and
engageable with the lower tilt bar of the blind.

2. In g stand for holding a Venetlan bllnd in

extended condmon for bemg cleaned the com- 2

bination of side frames, a cross-bar e*(tendmg
between and detachably connected to the upper
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ends of said side frames, suspending devices
mounted on said cross-bar and engageable with
the top suspension bar of the blind to suspend
the latter in an extended condition, and means
carried by the frames engageable with the sus-
pended blind to prevent undue swaying or flex-
ing thereof, each side frame comprising a pair
of legs pivotally connected to said cross bar at
their upper ends and foldable into parallel posi-~
tions with respect to one. another, said means
comprising a flexible connecting member con-
necting the lower ends of the legs of each frame
to limit spreading thereof, a flexible member ex-
tending parallel to said cross bar and connecting
said leg connecting members, and means to con-
nect the last-named member to the lower tilt
bar of the blind.

- : OWEN BRITTON.
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