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A device for flowing a ligquid on a surface comprises: a
flow path. A first port supplies the liquid to one end of the
flow path and applies a first port pressure for retaining the
liquid when the flow path is remote from the surface. A second
port receives the liquid from the other end of the flow path
and applies a second port pressure such that the difference
between the first and second negative port pressures 1is
oriented to promote flow of the liquid from the first port to
the second port via the flow path in response to the flow path
being located proximal to the surface and the liquid in the
device contacting the surface. The first and second port
pressures are such that the liquid is drawn towards at least
the second port in response to withdrawal of the flow path
from the surface. Such devices may employ microfluidic
technology and find application in surface patterning.
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