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My invention relates to holders or base stands 
for upright articles such as Christmas trees, flag 
staffs, and the like, and has particular reference 
to improvements in holders of the type having 
jaws which are adapted to exert agripping force 
on the supported article, effected by the weight 
thereof. . . . . . . . . . . - - 

The objects of my invention are to provide an 
improved holder or stand of the character de 
scribed which is inexpensive of manufacture and 
can be sold at a relatively low price; which can 
be readily and quickly applied to and removed 
from a Christmas tree, for example, without the 
use of tools or auxiliary appliances; which is 
capable of holding trees having trunk diameters 
of different size, and which adjusts itself to the 
particular tree trunk to which it is applied. 
A further object resides in the provision of an 

improved holder of the character stated, which 
is adapted easily and quickly to be assembled for 
use, or completely disassembled in a facile man 
ner for Compact storage or shipment. 
These and other objects and advantages are 

attained in my improved holder which essentially 
comprises a center or base plate to which are 
detachably connected three or more leg mem 
bers of generally triangular shape. The extreme 
ly simple, sturdy construction of the leg supports, 
and the improved manner in which they are de 
tachably Connected to the base plate by a yield 
able joint, permitting self-adjustment of the jaw 
members to the upright object as has been previ 
Ously mentioned, constitute important features 
and improvements of the present invention. 

In the drawings, Fig. 1 is a plan view of a base 
plate, one of the leg-holding sockets thereof be 
ing shown in an uncompleted stage of its forma 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a leg member; 
Fig. 3 is a side view of the leg member; 
Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of the leg member; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view showing the leg members 

(portions of which are broken away) in assem 
bled relation to the base plate; 

Fig.6 is a vertical Section taken at line 6-6 of 
Fig. 5, showing the manner in which the device 
functions to Support an upright object; and 

Fig. 7 is a transverse section through one of the 
leg Sockets, taken at - of Fig. 6. 

Referring now by characters of reference to 
the drawing, the base or Center plate 0 is a sheet 
metal stamping. The holder exemplified herein 
is of tripod variety and hence the center plate is 
Substantially triangular. At the corners of the 
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oppositely related, lat these ext insions hav -. erally projecting lobés f2, as appears at the right 
corner of the plate, Fig.1. The lobes 2 are bent 
over in the formation of channel-shaped sockets 
which are adapted to receive and rigidly hold the 
supporting legs 14, the confronting ends of the 
lobes being spaced apart by an opening 13. 
A wood screw 5 is fixedly secured in an up 

standing position to the center of base plate 10. 
In the present example the securement of the 
Wood screw. 5 is accomplished by passing the 
same upwardly through a center hole 6, sized to 
receive snugly the neck portions of the screw, and 
thereafter welding the screw head to the plate, 
as indicated at , so that it becomes an integral 
part thereof. 
The leg members 4 are produced from strap 

metal. They are generally triangular and formed 
by bending the metal to produce a perpendicular 
portion 7, base portion 8, and hypotenuSe por 
tion 9. The hypotenuse 9 continues forwardly 
beyond the perpendicular portion f7, the ex 
tended part 20 being recessed at its end in the 
provision of sharp prongs 2 which are adapted 
to engage the member mounted in the device. 
The upper end of the perpendicular leg f is 
joined to the hypotenuse 9 by the provision on 
the end of the former of a longitudinal extension 
Or finger 22 which is projected through a Suitable 
opening 23 in the hyptoenuse, and then bent so as 
to lie flatly upon the jaw extension 20 as shown, 
As will be understood, relatively light-weight 
strap metal may be fashioned in the manner 
described to produce an extremely strong and 
rigid leg member. m 
The corner sockets 3 of the base plate are 

adapted snugly to receive and to hold the por 
tions 8 of the legs in the manner shown. The 
portions 8 are provided with oppositely disposed 

o recesses 24 that define a narrow neck of metal 
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25 therebetween, and the legs are attached to 
the center plate by the lateral insertion of the 
neck portions 25 through the top opening 3 of a 
Socket, then drawing the leg OutWardly to bring 
the perpendicular part 7 against the inner end 
of the socket. 
When applying the described Stand to an ob 

ject, Such as the trunk of a Christmas tree, it 
has been found most convenient to first remove 
the leg members 4 from the base plate fo. The 
center of the tree is spotted, and the screw 5 is 
driven therein, using the plate as a hand piece 
by which the screw is turned. Thereafter the 
leg members are applied to the socket portions 

plate there are provided integral extensions , 55 of the plate 10 in the manner previously de 
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scribed and the stand is then placed on a hori 
Zontal surface so as to support the tree trunk 
vertically. It will appear that the weight of the 
tree on the base plate causes the outer ends of 
the legs to spread apart, accompanied by an 
angular flexing of the leg sockets . This 
causes the pronged ends 2 of the jaw portions 
to engage the trunk of the tree or other upright 
object. The device adjusts itself to objects of 
different diameters, the self-adjustment being 
effected by the flexing or pivoting of the socket 
portions under the weight of the tree, so that 
the jaws at the upper ends of the legs converge 
toward and collectively embrace the trunk. 

Having thus described my invention, what is 
claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 
Patent is: 
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1. A holder of the character described con- . 
prising a base plate having radially projecting 
sockets, triangularly shaped legs having substan 
tially horizontal portions slidably disposed in 
said Sockets and normally held at their inner 
ends by said socketS, said horizontal leg portions 
having intermediate zones of reduced CrOSS-Sec 
tion and said sockets having openings for the 
lateral insertion and removal of said leg portions 
at said reduced Zones thereof, and jaw projecting 
inwardly from the upper corners of said legs. 

2. A device of the character described com 
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4. 
prising a base plate having means at the center 
thereof engageable with the lower end of an Ob 
ject to be held, and having flat sockets project 
ing radially therefrom, said sockets being adapt 
ed to flex to vary the angular relationship there 
of to the plane of the base plate, legs detach 
ably connected to said base plate, each leg com 
prising a length of flat Stock bent to triangular 
form, said legs each having a substantially hori 
Zontal portion slidably disposed in one of said 
plate sockets, an intermediate section of said 
leg portion being of reduced width, said sockets 
having elongated openings in their upper sides, 
the reduced Sections of Said legs being adapted 
to be passed laterally into and out of said sockets, 
through Said openings, and jaw portions pro 
jecting inwardly from the upper corners of said 
legs. 

WERNE J. CARBERG. 
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