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This invention relates to new and useful improvements
in a fiber drum for shipping film rolls. There has been
a demand for film rolls of larger diameter and for drums
of larger capacity to receive the same. - When the present
day drum is increased in diameéter to conform to the large
film roll the bottom heading is likely to sag and cause
a telescoping of the film roll.

An object of the invention is to provide a bottom head-
ing including fiber board discs with a centrally disposed

- drawn steel supporting member which will prevent any

sagging of the bottom heading under the weight of the
enlarged film roll.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a sectional view through the bottom portion

" of the fiber drum for film rolls embodying the improve-

ment, and _

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view of a portion of
the drum shown in Figure 1.

The invention has to do with. the improvement in"a
fiber drum used in shipping film rolls and the like. The
improved drum includes a convelutely wound body por-
tion 1. The bottom end of the drum is closed by a bot-
tom heading which includes a kraft paper tray 2 having
a depending flange 3 dimensioned so as to fit within the
body of the drum. Disposed within this tray and con-
tacting the underface thereof is a fiber board disc 4. Said
disc is dimensioned so as to extend all the way across the
bottom end of the drum and abut against the flange 3
of the tray. Beneath this disc 4 is a second solid fiber
board disc 5; said disc 5 is the same diameter as the disc 4
and abuts against the tray flange. Inserted within the
bottom end portion of the drum is a fiber collar 6 which
is. dimensioned so. that its lower face is substantially flush
with the lower end of the body wall 1. This collar is
secured to the body wall by stitching 7 which may be in
the form of staples or any other suitable fastening means.
The second disc 5 has a central opening 8. Extending
through this opening is a depending drawn steel support-
ing member 9. Said supporting member has a cylindrical
wall 10 and a closed bottom end 11. - At the upper end
of the cylindrical wall 10 is a laterally extending flange
12. The flange 12 lies between the fiber board disc 4
and the fiber disc 5 and extends for a comparatively

limited distance between said discs so as to make & very

rigid connection between the supporting member and the
discs. The vertical wall of the support is dimensioned
so that the lower face of the bottom end 11 of the support
lies in a plane which is common to the lower edge of the
body wall.- This drawn steel member provides a support
for the central portion of the bottom heading and will
prevent any sagging of the heading which might result
in a telescoping of the film supported on end on the bot-
tom heading. While the supporting member is illus-
trated as having a closed end, the end may have an open-
ing therein or may be omitted and the lower end of the
wall 10 rolled into a hollow supporting bead.

In the commonly owned  application of Harold A.
Bergstrom, Serial - Number ‘488,867, filed January 17,

2

1955, there:is shown a drum for shipping film rolls in
which the bottom heading includes a drawn steel bottom
member which closes the bottom end of the drum. This
bottom. member has a centrally drawn steel support, the
bottom end of which lies in.a plane common to the edge

.. of the body wall.  The present structure wherein the bot-
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tom heading is of fiber board to which is attached a
drawn steel supporting member, has advantages over the
all steel bottom heading. The fiber member when dis-
torted, such as caused by the dropping of the drum on an
edge, will tend to revert back to its original shape and
position. With the steel drawn heading, a dropping of
the drum may permit a sharp kink in the metal which
would be transferred to the roll of film and the kink
would remain there and not spring back.

In Figure 1 a film roll is illustrated as placed in the
container and supported on the bottom heading. The
film roll includes a fiber tubular member 13 on which is
wound the roll of film 14. The layers of the film ex-
tend at right angles to the bottom heading and are sub-
stantially flush with the lower end of the tubular member
13 ‘on which they are wound, the end of the tubular mem-
ber and the ends of the layers of film will rest on the
fiber tray member 2 and will be supported by the discs
4 and 5 which in turn rest on the collar 6 secured by
stitching to the body wall.

It is obvious that minor changes in the details of the
construction illustrated can be made without departing
from the spirit of the invention as set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A fiber drum for film rolls and the like comprising
a.convolutely wound body, a heading for closing the bot-
tom end of the drum including a kraft paper tray having
a depending peripheral flange fitting within the body of
the drum, a solid fiber board disk beneath and contacting
with said tray and spaced upwardly from the bottom end
of the body, a second solid fiber board disk beneath said
first named fiber board disk and of the same diameter,
a fiber collar engaging the inner face of the tray flange
on which said fiber board disks are supported and ter-
minating downwardly on a common plane with the lower
end extremity of the body, means for securing said collar
to the body of the drum through the flange of the kraft
paper tray, said lower fiber board disk having a circular
opening centrally thereof and a drawn steel supporting
member disposed in said opening, said supporting
member having a cylindrical wall provided with a laterally
extending flange at its upper end, said flange being dis-
posed to lie between the fiber board disks with its upper
face contacting the underface of the upper fiber board
disk and its lower face contacting the upper face of the
lower fiber board disk, and said supporting member hav-
ing a depth for extending below the upper fiber board
disk the same distance the lower end extremities of the
body and the collar extend below said upper fiber board
disk so as to support said bottom heading against sagging
under the weight of the film roll.

2. A fiber drum for film rolls and the like comprising
a convolutely wound body, a heading for closing the
bottom end of the drum including a stiff paper tray hav-
ing a depending peripheral flange fitting within the body
of the drum, a solid fiber board disk beneath and contact-
ing with said tray and spaced upwardly from the bottom
end of the body, a second solid fiber board disk beneath
said first named fiber board disk and of the same diam-
eter, a fiber collar engaging the inner face of the tray
flange. on which said fiber board disks are supported and
terminating downwardly on a common plane with .the

lower end extremity of the body, means for -securing

said collar to the body of the drum, said lower fiber
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board disk having a circular -opening centrally. thereof

and a drawn steel supperting member disposed -in -said: -

opening, said supporting member having a cylindrical wall
provided with a laterally extending flange at its upper end
and -with ‘a supporting bottom wall traversing its loweér
end, said flange being' disposed to lie between “the’ fiber
board disks with its upper face contacting the underface
of the upper fiber board disk and its lower face contact-
ing the upper face of the lower fiber ‘board disk, and said
supporting -member having a depth for exfending below
the upper fiber board disk-the same distance ‘the lower
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end éxtremities of the body and the collar extend below

-said -upper- fiber board- disk so-that the supporting mem-

ber bottom wall acts to support said bottom heading
against sagging under the weight of the film roll.
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