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(57) Abstract: Provided is a visual inspection method that enables inspection by the comparison of an inspection picture
with a reference picture to be carried out accurately. Specifically, this visual inspection method is for inspecting the
appearance of an object to be inspected on the basis of an inspection picture P, obtained by capturing an image of the
object to be inspected. The method includes the steps of: dividing the object to be inspected into a plurality of fields of
view F; and sequentially capturing an image of the object for each field of
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view; creating an inspection picture from the imaging pictures captured for each field of view, with the imaging position of
an alignment mark M,; established inside the field of view as a reference; and judging the quality of the inspection picture.
The divided fields of view have an overlap area V; in neighboring fields of view. An imaging picture of a prescribed pattern
inside the overlap area is recorded as an alignment mark to be utilized for a neighbor field of view, and an inspection
picture is created in the neighbor field of view with the imaging position of the recorded alignment mark as a reference.
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