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Io all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JóHN P. BETHKE, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee 
and State of Wisconsin, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Sensitive-Mate 
rial-Marking Devices, of which the follow 
ing is a description, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, which are a 
part of this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in sensitive material marking devices. 
In cameras now on the market which are 

provided with sensitive material marking 
devices it is necessary to provide special film 
rolls having extra rolls of prepared paper 
and to use special pencils in marking the 
portions of the film or sensitive material. 
As only three or four inches of the five 

foot lengths of film are actually used for 
writing it will be seen that the greater part 
of the prepared paper is wasted. 

It is one of the objects of the present in 
vention to overcome the before mentioned 
objectionable features and provide a sensi 
tive material marking device which may be 
used in connection with the ordinary photo 
graphic film rolls without requiring any 
special preparation thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a sensitive material marking device 
in which a phosphorescent or luminous ma 
terial is utilized for printing writing di 
rectly upon the film while the film is in the 
Calea. 

A further object of the invention is to 
provide a sensitive material marking device 
in which the writing, when printed from the 
negative, is in dark lines upon a light Sur 
face. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a sensitive material marking device 
which may be easily attached to cameras 
now on the market. . . . . . 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a sensitive material marking device 
which is of simple construction, is strong 
and durable and is well adapted for the pur 
pose desired. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of the improved sensi 
tive material marking device and its parts 
and combinations as set forth in the claims, 
and all equivalents thereof. 
In the accompanying drawing in which 

is mounted on the spools and moves with 

the same reference characters indicate the 
same parts in all of the views: 

Figure 1 is a side view of a camera pro 
vided with the improved sensitive material 
marking device, portions of the camera be 
E. broken away to show interior construc 
1On; 
Fig. 2 is a rear view of a portion thereof, 

parts broken away to show interior construc. 
tion and portions of the device being shown 
S Ety withday from the camera; Fig. 3 is a side view of a piece of devel 

65 

oped film or negative made with the im 
proved device; , 

Fig. 4 is a side view of a portion of a 
Rit made from the improved negative; 
al 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional 
detail view of the device shown in connec 
tion with a portion of the film. 

Referring to the drawing the numeral 5 
indicates the camera case of an ordinary 
folding camera, 6 the bellows, 7 the lens 
casing, 8 the spools, and 9 the sensitive ma-. 
terial film or negative sheet which is un 
rolled from one spool and wound on the 
other. The spools are also provided with 
a protecting roll of black paper 10 which 
the film on the outer side thereof. The sensi 
tive material or film marking device 11 con 
sists of an elongated box or casing 12 hay 
ing an open side 13 covered by a slidable 
cover 14. The cover has its side edge por 
tions 15 bent over to engage the flanged 
side edge portions 16 of the box and form 
a light proof closure therefor. 

e elongated box is mounted within the 
lower portion of the camera casing and ex 
tends transversely across and adjacent to the 95 
inner face of the rear wall of the camera. 
casing, with the side opening facing the rear 
wall of the camera casing. The sensitized 
film 9 and its backing of black paper 10 
travel between the box 12 and the rear wall 100 
of the camera casing, and a bed of material 
17 mounted on the rear camera wall adja 
cent the box serves to cause the film to travel 
closely to the cover of the box. One end 
of the cover 14 of the box projects through 105 
one side portion of the camera case and is 
prvided with a bent end portion 18 so that 
said cover may be easily engaged and pulled 
outwardly to open the box. 

- Within the box is positioned an elongated 110 
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a rubber eraser. 

2 

piece of transparent or translucent material 
19 which may be written upon as indicated 
in Fig. 2 with a lead pencil or other marking 
device. Preferably I use a strip of glass 
having its outer face 20 ground or frosted 
as indicated in Fig. 2 to permit writing 
thereon with an ordinary lead pencil, and 
which writing may be easily removed with 

While I preferably use 
ground glass the same results may be ob 
tained by the use of celluloid or other like 
material. 
The inner face of the glass is coated with 

a luminous paint 21 or other material which 
will give or radiate light and act upon the 
sensitized film or material when within the 
box and the box cover is in open position. 
The elongated writing strip, or in sub 

stance a positive, occupies substantially the 
entire space within the box and one end 19 
projects from the same side of the camera 
casing as the box cover and may be pulled 
outwardly from the box and the casing as 
indicated in Fig. 2. 
While no special means have been shown 

or described for forming light proof joints 
between the camera casing and the slidable 
box cover and writing medium it is to be 
understood that all joints may be made 
light proof in any manner desired. 
In operation the picture is taken in the ordi 

nary manner and as the lower portion of the 
film is covered by the marking device the 
said portion will not be exposed. After the 
picture has been taken the ground glass or 
positive is withdrawn from the side of the 
camera casing a sufficient distance to permit 
the user to write the name and date or other 
data upon the ground surface of the glass 
or other material with an ordinary lead 
pencil and while writing, the luminous paint 
on the opposite side of the glass will be ex 
posed to and absorb light. When the writ 
ing is completed the positive is pushed into 
the camera casing again and the box cover is 
pulled out a sufficient distance to uncover the 
writing for two or three seconds. While the 
cover is in open position the light from the 
luminous paint will shine through the glass 
and upon the portion of the film in front 
of the glass which is not covered by the writ 
ing. This exposure will, after the film is de veloped, reproduce the writing in transpar 
ent lines on a dark back ground as shown in 
Fig. 8 and in printing from the film or nega 
tive the writing will be reproduced in posi 
tive form or black upon a white background 
as shown in Fig. 4. 
While the invention for convenience is 

illustrated and described in the manner 
shown, it is to be understood that the con 
struction may be modified in many ways 
without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
From the foregoing description it will be 
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seen that the invention is of very simple con 
struction and is well adapted for the purpose 
described. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. The combination with a camera, of a 

sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a medium positioned adjacent to 
the sensitive material in the camera and hay 
ing a writing surface and a luminous por 
tion, said writing surface being interposed 
between the sensitive material and the lu 
minous portion, and means for controlling 
the exposure of the sensitive material to the 
action of rays emanating from the luminous 
portion of said medium. 

2. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a medium positioned within the 
camera and adjacent to the sensitive ma 
terial in the camera and having a Writing 
surface and a luminous portion, said Writing 
surface being interposed between the sensi 
tive material and the luminous portion, and 
means for controlling the exposure of the 
sensitive material to the action of rays ema 
nating from the luminous portion of said 
medium. 

3. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising an inclosing casing within the 
camera and having an open side with a mov 
able cover, said casing having its open side 
facing the sensitive materfall, and a remov 
able medium positioned within the casing 
and having a writing surface and luminous 
portion for reproducing the writing on the 
medium upon the sensitive material within 
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the camera, the writing surface being inter 
posed between the luminous material and 
the sensitive material. . 

4. The combination with a camera, of a 
sénsitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a member removably positioned 
within the camera and adjacent to the sensi 
tized face of the sensitive material and 
having a luminous portion and a surface 
adapted to have characters written thereon, 
and means for controlling the exposure of 
the portion of the sensitive material adjacent 
the removable member, while said member 
is within the camera, to the action of rays of 
light other than the rays passing through the 
lens proper of the camera for reproducing on 
the sensitive material the characters written 
upon the member. 

5. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a member removably positioned 
within the camera and adjacent to the sensi 
tized face of the sensitive material and hav 
ing a luminous portion and surface adapted 
to have characters written thereon while said 
member is withdrawn from the camera, and 
means for controlling the exposure of the 
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and the sensitive material adjacent thereto 
to rays of light, other than the rays passing 
through the lens proper of the camera, 
emanating from a source of supply to repro 
duce on the negative the characters written 
upon the member. 

6. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a casing within the camera hav 
ing an open side adjacent to the face of the , 
sensitive material, a cover for said open side 
which may be withdrawn through the 
camera to open position, a member within 
the casing and removable therefrom through 
the camera, said member having a luminous 
portion and a surface between the luminous 
portion and the sensitive material which may 
be written upon when withdrawn from the 
casing and also having a luminous portion 
the rays of light of which will cause a 
change in the sensitive material and repro 
duce thereon the written characters on the 
member when said member is within the cas 
ing and the cover thereof has been moved 
to open position for a predetermined length 
of time. t 

7. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a casing within the camera hav 
ing an open side adjacent to the face of the 
sensitive material, a cover for said open side 
which may be withdrawn through the can 
era to open position, a member within the 
casing and removable therefrom through 
the camera, said member having a surface 
on one side which may be written upon 
when withdrawn from the casing and also 
having a luminous coating upon its opposite 
side the rays of light of which will shine 
through the member and cause a change in 
the sensitive material and reproduce there 
on the written characters on the member 
when said member is within the casing and 
the cover thereof has been moved to open 
position for a predetermined length of time. 

8. A sensitive material marking device, 
comprising a casing having an open side 
and a cover, and a writing member within 
the casing and having a writing surface and 
a luminous portion, the writing surface fac 
ing the open side of the casing. . 

9. A sensitive material marking device, 
comprising a casing having an open side 
and a slidable cover therefor, and a com 
bined writing and printing member within 
the casing and having a writing surface and 
another surface provided with a luminous 
material, the writing surface facing the 
open side of the casing. 

10. A sensitive material marking device, comprising a boxlike casing having an open 
side and a slidable cover therefor, and a 
strip of glass having one of its sides ground 
and a coating of luminous material upon 
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another side, the ground side of the glass 
facing the open 5. of the casing. 

11. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising a member positioned adjacent 
to the sensitive material in the camera and 
provided with a writing surface, a luminous 
means positioned adjacent to the member 
the rays of light of which will cause a 
change in the sensitive material and repro 
duce thereon the characters written on the 
surface of the member interposed between 
the luminous means and the sensitive mate 
rial, and means controlling the exposure of 
the sensitive material to the light rays of 
the luminous means. 

12. A sensitive material marking device, comprising a casing having an open side 
and a movable cover, a member within the 
casing and provided with a writing surface 
facing the open side of the casing, and a 
luminous means positioned within the cas 
ing and between the writing surface mem 
ber and the casing. 

13. The combination with a camera, of a 
sensitive material marking device therefor, 
comprising means within the camera for 
comfining a portion of the sensitive material 
from the rays of light admitted through the 
lens of the camera, other means for emitting 
and exposing the confined portion of the 
sensitive material to rays of light, and 
a writing surface member movable to a po 
sition to permit writing on the surface 
thereof and also movable to a 
within the casing of the camera and adja 
cent to the sensitive material to have writ 
ing thereon intercept the rays of light from 
the light-emitting means to which the con 
fined portion of the sensitive material is exposed. 

14. The combination of a container for 
sensitized sheets and means for marking a 
contained sensitized sheet with desired data, said means comprising a member having a 
data-receiving position and a data impart 
ing position and adapted to be written on 
when in receiving position by the operator 
and adapted when in imparting position to 
affect said sensitized sheet, said member be 
ing provided with a medium which, when 
said member is in data-receiving position, 
will store potential radiant energy to be 
later used to produce luminosity when in 
imparting position. 

15. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a lumi 
nous composition element mounted within 
said camera, and means for holding the 
same in operative relationship with said sen 
sitized element to expose the latter to said 
luminous composition element, the combina 
tion including an element provided with a 
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ters for intercepting certain rays of light 
from said luminous composition element to 
said sensitized element to autograph the 
latter. 

16. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a lumi 
nous composition element mounted within 
said camera, means for holding the same in 
operative relationship with said sensitized 
element to expose the latter to said luminous 
composition element, said luminous element 
including a light transmitting element 
adapted for the reception of opaque charac 
ters to block the transmission of certain of 
the emitted rays of light to said sensitized 
element. 

17. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a lumi 
nous composition element removably mount 
ed within said camera, and means for hold ing the same in operative relationship with 
said sensitized element to expose the latter 
to said luminous composition element, the 
combination including an element provided 
with a surface for the reception of opaque 
characters for intercepting certain rays of 
light from said luminous composition ele 
ment to said sensitized element to autograph 
the latter. 

18. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a Sup 
port within said camera provided with an 
opening adjacent said sensitized element, 
and a luminous element removably mounted 
in said support opposite the position of said 
opening so as to expose said sensitized ele 
ment to said luminous element. 

19. The combination with a camera pro 
vided with a sensitized element therein, of 
a support within said camera provided with 
an opening adjacent said sensitized element, 
a luminous element removably mounted in 
said support at the side thereof having said 
opening to expose said sensitized element to 
said luminous element, and a removable slide 
for preventing such exposure. 

20. As an article of manufacture, for use 
in a camera, a carrier containing a luminous 
substance, said carrier being provided with 
a light tasting surface adapted for the 
reception of erasable opaque characters to 
block the transmission of certain rays of 
light from said luminous substance. 

21. In an autographic camera, the combi 
nation with a camera having a sensitized 
element therein and an opening in one of 
its walls adjacent said element, of a lumi 
nous element, and means permitting of the 
projection of the luminous element through 
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said opening directly into printing position 
adjacent said sensitized element. 

22. In an autographic camera, the combi 
nation, with a camera having a sensitized 
element therein and an opening in one of its 
walls adjacent said element, of Supporting 
guide means, and a luminous element slid 
ably mounted in said opening and upon said 
guide means and movable into and out of 
printing position adjacent said sensitized 
element. - . . . 

23. In an autographic camera, the combi 
nation, with a camera having a sensitized 
element therein and an opening in one of 
the walls of the camera in line with the 
space in the camera in front of the sensi 
tized element, of a luminous element slid 
ably mounted in said opening and movable 
directly into printing position in said space 
to expose said sensitized element to said 
luminous element, and means for guiding 
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said luminous element into and out of print ing position. 
24. In an autographic camera, the combi 

nation, with a camera having a sensitized 
element therein and an opening in one of 
its walls in a plane parallel to the plane of 
the sensitized element and adjacent there 
to, of a guide means, and a slide having 
a translucid writing surface adapted to be 
disposed adjacent the sensitized element and 
a luminous surface behind said translucid 
surface to expose said sensitized element to 
the data upon said writing surface, said 
slide being movable in said opening and 
upon said guide means into and out of print 
ing position. 

25. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a sup 
port within said camera, and a luminous in 
scription bearing element movable in said 
support into a position to expose said sensi 
tized element to said luminous element. 

26. The combination with a camera hav 
ing a sensitized element therein, of a Sup 
port within said camera, and a luminous in 
scription bearing element movable relatively 
to said support into a position to expose 
said sensitized element to the luminosity of 
said luminous element. 

27. In a camera having a sensitized ele 
ment therein, the combination with a sup 
porting guide, of a luminous inscription 
bearing member movable relatively to said 
guide, to be brought into and out of co 
operative relation with respect to the sensi 
tized element aforesaid. w 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature. j6HNEBEFERE 
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