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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Gustav A. J ABGER,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Morrison, in the county of Whiteside and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Can-Openers,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to can openers and
refers particularly to an improved construe-
tion of a can opener whereby the same may
be applied to cans varying in size.

An object of this invention is to form a
can opener for cutting the tops from cans
which is adapted for universal nuse, as the
same is provided with an adjustable blade
whereby the blade may be positioned at dif-
ferent distances from the point of rotation
of the opener.

The invention has for a further object the
provision of a device of this character which
1s formed from wire and which at the same
time produces a strong and durable imple-
ment which can be economically manufac-
tured.

For a full understanding of the invention
reference is to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing in
which :—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved implement as applied to the upper
end of a can. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the implement detached.  Fig. 3 is & side
elevation of the can opener, and Fig. 4 is
a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
n all the views of the drawing by the same
reference characters.

Referring to the drawing in which is dis-
closed the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention the numeral 10 designates a shank
formed from a length of wire which is off-
set at its outer extremity to form a point 11.
The point 11 is tapered at its outer end and
adapted for insertion through the central
portion of the cover of the can 12. The
length of wire forming the shank 10 is
looped intermediately to form a stop 18
which extends laterally from the shank 10,
the portion of the wire inwardly of the stop
13 forming a suitable handle 14 for grasp-
ing the implement.

Slidably arranged upon the length of
wire forming the shank and the handle
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14 is a guide 15 which is composed of a
length of wire bent into substantially U for-
mation and having its opposite free ends
looped about the shank 10 and handle 14
respectively, to form eves 16 and 17. The
eye 17 forms the termination of the inner
end of the guide 15 while the wire extending
irom the end of the eye 16 is depended there-
Ifrom and is flattened to form a suitabie blade
18.  The blade 18 is given a forward curve
at its lower end to increase the efficiency of
the same when operating the blade to pro-
vide a beveled cutting edge to engage with
the cover of the can 12. From this con-
struction it will be veadily observed that the
guide 15 may be moved longitudinally the
length of the wire forming the shank 10 and
handle 14, and that it is prevented from dis-
placement from the inner end of the handle
14 by the stop 18 which engages the eye 16.
The stop 13 also serves the purpese of re-
taining the blade 18 in a vertical position
when in the act of cutting, as the ouide is
engaged against the outer end of the stop
13 and is retained from rotarv movement
about the length of wire. It will also be ob-
served that the outer end of the stop 13 is
curved upwardly at a slight angle to form
a lip 19 to insure the engagement of the
guide 15 thereagainst.

In the use of the device the point 11 is in-
serted centrally through the cover of the
can 12 and the shank 10 drawn downwardly
against the upper face of the cover. At
the same time the guide 15 is moved along
the length of wire to dispose the blade 18
at the desired distance inwardly from the
edge of the cam 12 and at the point where
the cutting is to be effected. The blade 18 is
now forced through the cover 12 by pressure
upon the guide 15 and the handle 14 when
the implement is rotated about the point 11
causing the blade 18 to pass through the
cover of the can and to thereby cut the same.

It will be particularly noted that with
a device of this construction the guide 15
may be moved outwardly from the shanlk
10 to various positions to accommodate cans
of different sizes, or to cut the cover at sub-
stantially any point desired.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:—

As an article of manufacture a can opener
including a length of wire having an offset
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and pointed extremity, and a loop formed
midway of its ends and at right angles to
the offset pointed extremity, a second length
of wire bent into U-form and having its ends
overturned to loosely receive the first length
of wire at the opposite sides of the loop, the
inner end of the second wire extending be-
yond the overturned end and formed into

a blade, the central straight portion of the
second wire lying in the path of the loop.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
GUSTAV A. JAEGER.
Witnesses:
R. R. Traoy,
Aveust F. JARGER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” - ’




