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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAS J. KING, 2 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Hester
Mills, in the ecounty of Meigs and State of Ten-
nessee,have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Egg-Crates, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to packing and stor-
ing vessels and particularly to the class of
crates.

The object of the invention is to provide a
box or vessel for transporting eggs by pack-
ing them in cells formed in a series of crates
contained in said box or vessel..

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct a containing-box for the crates with a
solid top and bottom, the ends being partially
open and sides entirely open.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this speecification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the box with the crates con-
taining eggs secured in the box ready for
shipment. Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional
view thereof, taken on the line z « of Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is a detached sectional view of one of
the crates; and Fig. 4 is a modification, one
of my trays having coil-wire supports.

The same letters of reference denote the
same parts throughout the figures.

The top A and bottom B of the box are
made solid, while the ends ¢ have a central
diamond-shaped cut-out b. The rear side is
left open, except for two narrow strips C, ex-
tending from the bottom B to the top A,
against which the crates D abut when they
are pushed into the box from the front.

The ends ¢ have upon their front edge slots’
¢, through which extends a locking-bar E,
running lengthwise the box from end to end.
This bar E has one of its ends bent at right
angles, so as to form a straight piece ¢, which
is held fast against one end of the box by a
thumb-lateh or button d. The slots ¢ are cov-
ered by a strip ¥ for the purpose of holding
the bar K securely therein. The top and bot-
tom are also provided with like slots f, which
receive the cross-bars G, the slots having a

covering-strip g and thetop of the box a pair
of buttons I to engage the angle portions G’

of thebars &. By this constraction the erates
D are firmly and securely held in the box
without a closed back and front or the ex-
pense of hinged doors or lids.

The crates D are constructed so as to just
fit inside the box and are provided with a tray
or main support I, having apertures4. From

this tray I, extending upward, is a deep flange"

I, and extending downward from said tray
is a similar flange & about one-half the depth
of the said flange K. Upon the top of the
flange K rests a retaining-tray L, having small
apertures? to hold the eggs down in the aper-
tures, This tray L is entirely separate from
and independent of the box and crates D.

It will be observed that when the several
crates are in position in the box, the box will
present substantially a solid front, back, and
ends. ‘

In the modification the coil-wire is used.
In place of setting the eggs into the apertures,
they are placed in the nests forined by the
coiled wire. This form is particularly useful
in transporting egegs in large boxes, where the
sizes of the eggs differ to a great extent.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the egg-crate cas-
ing, of the sliding trays, the locking-bar E,
running lengthwise the trays, and the lock-
ing-bars G, extending across the trays and

overlapping the bar E,and means for holding -

the bars in the said position, so as to lock the
trays within the casing, substantially asshown
and deseribed.

2. Thecombination,with the skeleton box or
casing, of the sliding trays having egg-cells,
and the trays L, located between the sliding
trays, with the locking-bars having the angle-
pieces, and the buttons d and H, secured to the
casing so as to engage the said angle-pieces,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
in the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS J. KING.

Witnesses:
W. T. FISHER,
H. H. AcTKissoN.
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