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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALFRED E. DETWILER, OF MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN.

INDEX. .

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 535,818, dated March 19, 1895,
‘ Application filed April 24, 1894, Serial No. 508,776, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, ALFRED E. DETWILER,
of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Indexes; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains tomake and use thesame, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and o the letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide an index which can be readily manipu-
lated with one hand, which shall be of com-
pact and convenient size and shape and the
contents of which may be easily inereased or
re-arranged.

It consists essentially of the construetion
and also in the arrangement of parts herein-

after particularly described and then sought

to be specifically defined by the claims.

In the accompanying drawings like letters
designate the same parts in both figures.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of an index
embodying my invention, and Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section of the same on theline 2,2, Fig. 1.

A designates a frame or case which may be
made of wood or other suitable material. It
consists of .a back ¢ and a raised margin or
marginal flange b formed at the top and bot-
tom of the frame with paralled grooved ways
¢, ¢, as shown in Fig, 2.

D D are cards or tablets having their side
marginslettered or figured in vertical columns
and provided inside of said indexed margins
with vertical columns for figuresor names or
both according to the purpose to which the
index is to be applied. These tablets may
be made of card board or any other suitable
material pessessing the requisite stiffness to
cause them to retain their shapeand placein
the frame. They are made of a width some-
what greater than half the width of the case
between its side margins or flanges b, b, so
that when oneor more of the tablets is moved
to one side of the case and the others occupy
the opposite side of the case they will over-
lap each other at the center of the case and
thus be held in their properorder. Portions
of the side margins of the overlying tablets

are cut away to disclose the lettered or in-
dexed margins of those underlying them.
The index cards ortablets when made of suf-
ficiently flexible material may be inserted in
or removed from the case by springing them
into or out of the grooved waysc,c. If,onthe
other hand they are too rigid to admit of being
so sprung into and out of place they may be
inserted in or removed from the case by re-
moving one of the side margins or flanges b.

Forthe purposeof illustration I haveshown
and deseribed an index specially designed for
use in connection with a telephone, the frame
being provided with holes d d for attaching
it to a wall in convenient position for use.
By obvious variations in the number and size
of the cards or tablets and the arrangement
of the matter thereon, an index embodying
the principle of my invention may be adapted
to various other uses. .

It will be observed that whatever the posi-
tion of the indexcards or tablets may be, any
underlying card or tablet may be uncovered
by sliding the overlying cards or tablets to
the opposite side of the case or frame requir-
ing but a single movement of onehand. The
other hand is thusleft free for holding a tele-
phone receiver or for any other employment
in connection with which the index is used.

The back a, of the frame or ease and the
raised side margins or flanges b, b, which serve
as stops to limit the movement of the tablets
D D, may be omitted, projections being pro-
vided for stops at the ends of the ways c ¢,
and the details of construction may be other-
wise variously modified within the intended
seope of my invention.

I claim—
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1. An index consisting of a case or frame

having parallel gnide-ways at the top and bot-
tom, and a number of cards or tablets adapted
to be held at their upper and lower edges in
said ways, and having indexed margins at
both sides, the overlying cards or tablets hav-
ing portions of both side margins cut away to
disclose the indexed portions of those under-
lying, whereby any card may-be exposed by a
single manipulation, whatever the position of
the other cards may be, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.
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2. An index eomposed of a case or frame -

having parallel ways at the top and bottom,




- at both sides and spaces for names or other
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and stops at the sides, and a number of tab-
lets of a little more than half the width of said
case or frame between said stops, adapted to
be held by their upper and lower edges in said
ways and to be moved therein from side to
side of the case, and having indexed margins

matter between the margins, the overlying
tablets having portions of both side margins
cut away to disclose the indexed portions of
those underlying them, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. _

3. Anindexcomprisinganopen front frame
consisting of a back and a raised margin or
flange having grooved ways at the top and
bottom, and constituting stops at the sides,
and a number of overlapping tablets loosely
held by their upper and lower edges in-said
ways, and having lettered margins at both
sides, vertical columns for figures inside of
the lettered margins, and an intermediate
space for names, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

4. An index consisting of a frame having
parallel grooved ways at the top and bottom,
and stops at the sides, and overlapping slid-
ing tablets loosely held by their upper and
lower edges in said ways, and having indexed
margins at both sides, the overlapping tab-
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lets having portions of both side margins cut
away between the ends to disclose the indexed
portions of those underlying them, the re-
maining portions of said margins serving by
engagement with said stops tolimit the move-
ment of said tablets in either direction at the
proper points, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

5. Anindex comprising a series of separate
tablets adapted to beslid back and forth over
each other in a suitable case or frame, and
having indexed margins at both sides, the
overlying tablets having portionsof both side
margins cut away to disclose the indexed por-
tions on both sides of those underlying them
when placed directly over each other, and to
disclose at least one indexed margin of each
tablet when a portion of the tablets are in one
extreme position and the others in the other
extreme position, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

ALFRED E. DETWILER.

Witnesses:
CHAS. L. Goss,
M. L. EMERY.
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