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57 ABSTRACT 

A sunbather's recreational device in which a platform is 
mounted for rotation on a base. The platform is provided with 
a gnomon or style, the position or length of its shadow upon 
the platform serving as an indicator or reference of the posi 
tion of the sun with relation to the sunbather, so that when 
required, the platform may be rotated to position the sun 
bather in the desired path of the sunrays. 

4 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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SUNBATHER'S ROTATABLE PLATFORM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to sunbathing recreational facilities 
for use at pools, on beaches, meadows, sun decks and like 
places, in general, and to a freely rotatable platform or sup 
port upon which a person or persons may rest while receiving 
the beneficial effect of the sun's rays. The rotatable support 
carries an upwardly directed member or style to aid the sun 
bather to rotatably position the platform so that he or she may 
derive a maximum comforting benefit from the sun's rays 
when resting thereupon. 
The usual resting means for such purpose are towels, mat 

tresses, blankets, beach rests, chairs, and the like. However, 
the sunbather using such devices has to change his or her posi 
tion and obviously to do so, must arise from such resting 
means and relocate the same with respect to the position of 
the sun in order to avoid the direct glare of the sun and/or to 
attain the best condition or position for obtaining a pleasant 
sunbath. This disadvantage presents a problem which is solved 
by the invention herein defined. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention consists in such novel features, construction 
arrangements, combination of parts and improvements as may 
be shown and described in connection with the devices herein 
disclosed by way of examples only and as illustrative of 
preferred embodiments. 
The inventive concept of the present invention is the provi 

sion of a sunbather's recreational device in which a platform is 
mounted for rotation on a base or support carrying antifriction 
means, such as for example, a ball or roller bearing device. 
The rotatable platform is provided with a gnomon or style, the 
position or length of its shadow cast upon the platform serving 
as an indicator or reference of the position of the sunbather, 
so that when required, the platform may be rotated to position 
the sunbather resting upon the platform in the desired path of 
the sunrays. Comfortable body rests may be placed on the 
platform and the platform may have facilities for conveniently 
holding articles desired to be used by the sunbather during the 
sunbath. Thus, the user can always adjust his or her position 
relative to the sun without moving from a comfortable posi 
tion on the platform. The rotatable platform may be made to 
accommodate one or two persons. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the following description and in the claims, parts will be 
identified by specific names for convenience, but such names 
are intended to be as generic in their application to similar 
parts as the art will permit. Like reference characters denote 
like parts in the several figures of the drawing, in which 

FIG. 1 shows in isometric projection the rotatable platform 
with two body rests thereon; 

FIG. 2 is a section of the rotatable platform and the support 
base, taken along the line 2-2 in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a section of one of the body rests in FIG. 1, taken 
along the lines 3-3 in F.G. 1; 

FIG. 4 shows in an exploded view another version of the 
rotatable platform with one body rest thereon, and the bearing 
support therefor; 

FIG. 5 is a side view of the device shown in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is an isometric projection of the platform in modified 

form, being substantially ring shaped and foldable; 
FIG. 6a is a section through 6a-6a of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 7 shows a side view of the ring-shaped platform in a 

folded condition for carrying the same; 
FIG. 8 is a detail portion of the section shown in FIG. 2, 

showing a ball bearing arrangement for the rotatable platform 
in an enlarged scale, partly broken away; 

FIG. 9 is a plan view of the bearing arrangement of the 
rotatable platform, partly broken away; 

FIG. 10 is a detail portion of the bearing support for the 
rotatable platform, showing a roller support arrangement, 
partly broken away; and 
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2 
FIG. 11 is a plan view of the roller bearing arrangement 

shown in FIG. 10, without the rotatable platform, partly 
broken away. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now in more detail to the drawings illustrating 
preferred embodiments by which the invention may be real 
ized, there is disclosed in FIG. a substantially circular plat 
form 20 which is freely rotatable on a substantially circular 
ball track 21 on a base 22. Platform 20 and base 22 may con 
sist of rigid, yet lightweight material, such as plywood or 
plastics. Platform 20 has a ring-shaped downwardly directed 
projection or extension 23 on its underside. Projection oran 
nulus 23 provides a sidewall-encompassing ball track 21 in 
order to prevent platform 20 from slipping sidewise off base or 
support 22. Platform 20 has extensions or wings 24, 25 to sup 
port the feet of two sunbathers, respectively. Platform 20 has a 
pair of headrests 26 provided with a swingable or movable 
member 27 (FIG. 3), for adjusting the angle of the former with 
relation to platform 20 with the help of grooves 27' in the sur 
face of the latter. Grooves or recesses 28, 29 are provided on 
platform 20 to support and confine such articles as drinking 
glasses, cosmetics, etc., for the convenience of the sunbathers. 
A gnomon or style 30 extends upwardly from platform 20. 

Member or style 30 preferably substantially triangular in 
shape is made of any suitable material and may be either fixed 
in upward position or hingedly connected to platform 20. 
Gnomon or style 30 indicates to the users of the device the ac 
tual stand of the sun; in other words, if no shadow of the trian 
gularly shaped style 30 is cast sideways thereof, the sun is 
directly in line with the sunbathers who lie substantially paral 
lel thereto, providing the best position for sunbathing. The 
users thus can always rotate platform 20 into this best position 
after observing the shadow of style 30. 
Another embodiment of the device is shown in FIGS. 4 and 

5, wherein the platform 31 is arranged for a single user. In this 
embodiment the platform 20a has the extension 24a at one 
end to support the feet of the user and the hinged backrest 26a 
on the other side of the center of platform 20a. The style 30a 
is located on extension 24a. 
A split ring 32 made up of hingedly connected half-sections 

or segments 33, 34 is shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. The two halves 
33, 34 preferably made of a light metal are hingedly con 
nected together so that ring 32 may be folded, as shown in 
FIG. 7. Handles 35, 36 are provided for facilitating carrying 
ring 32 in the folded condition. A sheet of material 37 is 
placed over ring 32 and is lashed thereto by strings or tapes 
38, thus providing a comfortable body rest for the user. Frame 
or ring 32 with sheet material 37 fastened thereto when un 
folded thus constituting a platform 32a as well as the body 
rest, is adapted to be rotatably placed over a suitable base, 
such as, for example, that which is shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 or 
FIGS. 10 and 11. Sheet 37 may be made of any suitable 
material such as canvas, duck, or other suitable textile materi 
al, plastics, etc. 
The gnomon or style may be attached to the frame or ring 

32 by any suitable means, for example, it may be hingedly at 
tached to a section or segment of ring 32 so that it may be 
swung downwardly against sheet or covering 37, or it may be 
removably attached to frame 32. 

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate one embodiment of base 22 with a 
ball support-arrangement for platforms 20, 31, 32a. Balls 40 
are spaced apart and are thus kept apart by a ball cage 41. A 
lower racetrack 42 made preferably of a hard material is 
placed on base 22 and an upper racetrack 43, also made of a 
hard material, is placed on top of balls 40. Retainer pieces 44 
hold the ball bearing assembly, consisting of balls 40, cage 4, 
racetracks 42 and 43 together and prevent them from 
dropping out. A support ring 45 is attached to the underside of 
platform 20 (or 31) above upper racetrack 43. Balls 40 may 
consist of a suitable material such as nylon or a like material 
which is lighter than steel and would not be affected by rust or 
other corrosion. 
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A further embodiment of the base or support for platforms 
20, 31, 32a is shown in FIGS. 10 and 11. Balls 40 are replaced 
by rollers 46 having short shafts 47,48, which are supported in 
suitable cutouts 49 in the walls 50, 51 on base or plate 22. 
Short straps 52 secure shafts 47, 48 in cutouts 49. A ring 53 
consisting of an angular section serves as a roller track and 
simultaneously as a bord or retainer for preventing platform 
20, 31 or 32a from slipping off. Rollers 46 may be made of 
nylon or other suitable material. 

Since the device is conceived for outdoors recreational pur 
poses on beaches, meadows, sun decks and the like places, it is 
understood that all component parts, as it has already been in 
dicated above for platforms 20, 21 and baseplate 22, may con 
sist of lightweight materials which are nonrusting, noncorrod 
ing under atmospheric conditions and mildewproof, such as 
Fiberglas-reinforced epoxies, or similar plastics, or consist of 
suitable aluminum-magnesium alloys. 

Platform 20 or 32a may be used without base 22, in which 
case it may rest directly on the ground or on a floor base. In 
such case the gnomon or style may be pivotally mounted verti 
cally at substantially the center of the platform and rotated in 
lieu of having the platform rotatably mounted. Although less 
expensive, such device would require the sunbather to shift his 
body on the platform with every rotative movement of the 
style. 
By the term gnomon or style used in the specification and 
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4. 
claims, is meant a device which can be positioned relative to 
the sun so that substantially no lateral shadow thereof is cast 
on the platform upon which the sunbather reclines. 

While the invention has been described and illustrated with 
respect to certain preferred examples of arrangements for sun 
bathing which give satisfactory results, it will be understood by 
those skilled in the art after understanding the principle of the 
invention, that various other changes and modifications may 
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An arrangement for sunbathing comprising a base, a plat 

form on said base adapted to support at least one person in a 
reclining position, means on said base whereby said platform 
may be rotated relative thereto, a backrest on said platform 
and a gnomon arranged adjacent the top surface of said plat 
form at a right angle thereto. 
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2. An arrangement for sunbathing according to claim 1, said 
base having antifriction means secured thereon for facilitating 
rotation of said platform relative to said base. 

3. An arrangement for sunbathing according to claim 1, said 
backrest being adjustable and said base having a plurality of 
notches for securing the angle of said adjustable backrest. 

4. An arrangement for sunbathing according to claim 1, said 
platform being foldable. 
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