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The present invention relates to improvements 
in buckles for belts and has for an object the pro 
vision of a buckle which is an improvement over 
that disclosed in U. S. Patent No. 1,772,886, grant 
ed August 12, 1930, to Sainuel W. Critchley. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved buckie of this kind which 
makes it possible to make buckles of different 
sizes adapted to be interchangeably connected to 
the same belt or to different beltS. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved buckle of this character 
which permits the manufacture of buckles of 
various shapes capable of being attached to the 
same belt or to different belts. 
A still further object of the present invention 

is to provide an improved buckle of this kind in 
which the connection between the belt and buckle 
is SO constructed that it will accommodate itself 
to the stretching and shaping of the belt to the 
body of the Wearer. 
The invention aims to provide an improved 

buckle in which it is not necessary to accurately 
locate the various parts of the connection between 
the belt and buckle. 

the present invention also aims to provide an 
improved buckle of this character which com 
prises relatively few parts, is economical to manu 
facture and is easily attached to and detached 
from a belt. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

the invention will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed and more particularly pointed out in the 
appended claim. 

In the drawings, in which the same parts are 
denoted by the same reference numerals through 
out the several views, 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevational view 

of the two end portions of a belt showing the im 
proved buckle in the process of being attached to 
the belt, 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary rear elevational view 
of the two end portions of the belt showing the 
improved buckle in another phase of the process 
of being attached to the belt, 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary front elevational 
view of the two end portions of the belt showing 
the improved buckle attached thereto, and 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal Sectional view on line 
4-4 of Figure 3. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
0 indicates one end portion of a belt and if the 

other end portion of the belt Which is adapted to 
be worn about the Waist of a perSon. The end 
portion 0 of the belt is provided with a series of 
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2 
longitudinally spaced apart eyelets 2 which are 
substantially rectangular in shape. The other 
end portion of the belt has attached thereto 
adjacent its transverse edge a female member 3 
of a snap fastener. The end portion if of the 
belt has an eyelet it of substantially rectangular 
shape. The eyelet 4 is located in line with the 
female member 3 and is spaced longitudinally 
therefron. 
A body portion 5 of a buckle made of suitable 

metal has necks 6 and 7 extending rearwardly 
from its opposite side edges at an angle of the 
Order of 90 degrees thereto. Tongues 8 and 9 
extend outwardly from the necks 6 and 7, re 
spectively, at an angle of the order of 90 degrees. 
The tongues 8 and 9 are bowed slightly inward 
ly towards the rear surface of the body portion 5 
and their outer free ends are rounded. 
A plate or clip 2 is attached to the rear Sur 

face of the body portion 5 and is located between 
and in line with the necks 6 and ii. Adjacent 
its opposite ends 2; and 22, the plate 20 is 
crumped in Wardly towards the rear Surface of the 
body portion 5 as at 23 and 24 and these crumped 
portions bear against the rear surface of the body 
portion 5 to provide a space 25 between the body 
portion 5 and the plate 29. The opposite free 
ends 2 and 22 of the plate 20 extend rearwardly 
from their respective crumped portions 23 and 24 
and engage the inner Surfaces of the necks 6 and 
it. The plate 2 is attached to the body portion 
5 by the crumped portions 23 and 25 and the 
end portions 2 and 22 by means of solder or the 
like. 
The plate 20 has an elongated slot 26. A male 

member of a snap fastener has its base 27 con 
fined between the rear surface of the body por 
tion 5 and the plate 20. The neck portion 28 of 
the male fastener member is located within the 
slot 26 and engages the side walls of the slot to 
guide the male fastener in its movement in the 
Slot. The head 29 of the male fastener extends 
OutWardly of the slot 26 and is adapted to be re 
ceived by the female fastening element 3. 
In the use of the device the buckle 5 can be 

attached to the end portion f f of a belt by insert 
ing the tongue f8 into the eyelet 4 of the belt. 
The rounded edge of the tongue 3. Will facilitate 
the insertion of the tongue 8 into the eyelet 4. 
When the tongue 8 has been inserted into the 
eyelet 4, as shown in Figure 2, the male member 
of the snap fastener can be slid in the slot 26 of 
the plate 20 until the head 29 of the male fastener 
is positioned opposite to the female fastening ele 
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ment 3 at which time the head 29 can be Snapped 
into the socket of the member 3. 
As shown in Figure 4, the buckle 5 is Securely 

held in proper position on the end portion of 
the belt since the tongue 3 in the eyelet 4 Will 
cooperate with the Snap fastener to maintain the 
buckle in proper position on the end portion 
of the belt. The belt can now be placed about the 
Waist of the wearer and the end portion of the 
belt positioned between the waist of the Wearer 
and the rear surface of the end portion until 
the desired adjustment is secured. At this time 
the tongue 9 of the buckle 5 can be inserted into 
the proper eyelet 2 of the end portion of the 
belt, as shown in Figure 4. The belt will then 
be securely held in proper position until it is de 
sired to remove the belt at which time it is 
merely necessary for the wearer to insert his finger 
at the back of the buckle between the end portions 
9 and of the best and with a slight forward 

push of the finger withdraw the tongue is from 
its eyelet 2. 

Since the male member of the snap fastening 
element can be moved within the slot 26, buckles 
of various widths and Shapes can be interchange 
ably used with the same beit so that the wearer 
can have one beit aid a number of different sizes 
and styles of buckles which he can Selectively at 
tach to the belt. 
Inasmuch as the naale member of the Snap fas 

tening element is movable, it is not necessary to 
accurately locate the eyelet i with respect to the 
female fastening element i3 as the male member 
may be moved to compensate for any discrepan 
cies. It is well known that belts in use will streteh 
and shape themselves to the body of the Wearer. 
The improved buckle, by means of the movable 
male member, will accommodate itself to this 
stretching and shaping of the belt so that there 
will not be any bulging or puckering of the belt 
and no misalignment of the parts. 
Since the tongues are bowed, pockets 30 are 

formed between each tongue and its neck into 
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which the adjacent portions of the belt are urged 
by the bowed surfaces of the tongues. 

It is obvious that various changes and modi 
fications may be made in the details of construc 
tion and design of the above Specifically described 
enlbodiment of this invention without departing 
from the spirit thereof, such changes and modi 
fications being restricted only by the scope of 
the following claim. 
What We claim is: 
For use with a belt having one end portion pro 

vided with a series of longitudinally spaced apart 
eyelets and a second end portion provided with a 
female member of a fastening element and an eye 
let longitudinally Spaced therefrom, a buckle com 
prising a body portion, a neck extending from 
each opposite side edge of Said body portion, a 
tongue Supported by each of said necks extending 
outwardly therefrom and disposed at approxi 
mately right angles thereto, one of said tongues 
adapted to be selectively inserted into one of the 
series of eyelets on the first end portion of the belt 
and the other of said tongues adapted to be in 
serted into the eyelet on the Second end portion of 
the belt, a plate Supported by said body portion 
in Spaced relation to the rear Surface thereof and 
having a slot therein, a male member of the fas 
tening element supported by said plate for move 
ment within said slot, and adapted to be engaged 
With the female member of the fastening element 
on the second end portion of the belt. 

WILLIAMIA. CRTCHLEY. 
THOMAS J. CRTCHLEY. 
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