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to a 2% whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELLEN D. STARR, of 

Chittenango, in the county of Madison, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Word and Sentence 
Building-Frames, of which the following, taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawing, 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The purpose of this invention is to particu 

larly instruct pupils in the art of writing; and 
to that end my invention consists in the com 
bination, with a frame or board having straight 
and parallel guides and supporting-ribs, of 
blocks or cards containing script-letters or 
Words or sentences, and formed with straight 
top and bottom edges parallel with the hori 
Zontal line upon which the letters are ar 
ranged, and having their side edges oblique 
and parallel with each other, and with the in 
clination of the aforesaid letters, all as here. 
inafter more fully described, and specifically 
Set forth in the claim. 

In the annexed drawing, the figure is a face 
view of my invention. 
A represents a board, which may be com 

posed of wood or card-board, or other suitable 
material, and constitutes the base or back of 
my improved frame for building words or sen 
tences, and may also constitute the cover of 
the case containing the blocks or cards on 
which the letters are printed. The face side 
of this board has affixed to it straight and par 
allel ribs or ridges a ct, extending horizontally 
across said board, and placed proper distances 
apart to receive between them the blocks or 
cards b b, on which the letters, words, or sen 
tences are printed, said ribs or ridges serving 
as guides for arranging and maintaining the 
blocks or cards in a straight line, and also 
Serve to brace the board or back of the frame. 
The blocks or cards b contain script-letters dis 

posed in a uniform inclination, according to 
the rules of penmanship. These blocks or cards 
I form with oblique side edges parallel with 
the inclination of the letters, for the purpose 
of showing to the pupil the importance of 
making the up and down strokes in writing in 
a uniform inclination. The top and bottom 
edges of the blocks or cards are straight and 
parallel with the horizontal line upon which is 
the letters are arranged, so that when these 
blocks or cards are placed with their bottom 
edges against the rib or ridge at of the frame 
A, as shown in the drawing, the importance 
of the uniform obliquity and parallelism of the 
script, as well as of the uniform height and 
straight linear arrangement of the same, be 
comes still more prominent. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 
In combination with the frame A, provided 

with straight parallel horizontal ribs a ca, the 
blocks or cards b b, containing script-letters, 
words, or sentences, arranged upon a straight 
line and at a uniform angle of inclination from 
said line, and the top and bottom edges of said 
blocks or cards straight and parallel with the 
horizontal line upon which the letters are ar 
ranged, and the side edges of said blocks or 
cards oblique and parallel with the inclina 
tion of the said letters, substantially as de 
scribed and shown, for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed 
my name and affixed my seal in the presence 
of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the 
county of Onondaga, in the State of New York, 
this 5th day of October, 1885. 

ELLEN D. STARR. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

FREDERICK. H. GIBBs, 
E. C. CANNON. 
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