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This invention relates to a player's board for playing the 

United States Patent Office 
5 
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5 well-known game of “bingo," and has for its principal . 
object the provision of a highly efficient number board 
having movable slides built into the board for covering 
selected numbers thereon and to provide a rapid and sim 
ple means for attaching the slides to the number board. 20 
Another object of the invention is to provide highly . 

efficient means on the slides which will act to retain 
them in position on the board without the use of addi 
tional retaining devices. 
A further object is to provide a number board slide 

with retaining means which, when forced through a slot 
in said board from the rear thereof, will expand on the 
forward face of the board so as to securely support the 
slide on the rear of the board. 

Other objects and advantages reside in the detail con 
struction of the invention, which is designed for simplic 
ity, economy, and efficiency. These will become more 
apparent from the following description. 

In the following detailed description of the invention, 
reference is had to the accompanying drawing which 
forms a part hereof. Like numerals refer to like parts 
in all views of the drawing and throughout the descrip 
tion. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary face view of the upper left 

hand corner of a conventional "bingo" board, showing 
the invention in place thereon; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section through the board, taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of an improved num 
ber-covering slide employed in the improved board; 

Fig. 4 is a rear perspective view of the number-cover 
ing slide; 

Fig. 5 is a greatly magnified section through the at 
tachment portion of the number covering slide, illustrat 
ing it as it would appear when being inserted in a slot in 
the board; and 

Fig. 6 is a similar magnified section, illustrating the 
number covering slide as it would appear when fully in 
place in the board. 
The improved player's board incorporates a front board 

10 provided with rectangular window openings 11 ar 
ranged in horizontal alignment and in vertical columns 
thereon. Game numbers, as indicated at 12 are visible 
through the window openings 11. The numbers are im 
printed on a back board 13 which may be directly secured 
to the back of the front board 10 in any desired manner, 
such as by adhesives, stapling, etc., or it may be main 
tained in separated relation to the player's board by 
means of a spacing insert 14 which may be secured be 
tween the front and back boards in any desired manner. 
A horizontal slide slot 15 is formed in the front board 

10 immediately below each of the windows 11. The slide 
slots 15 extend to one side of the windows, preferably the 
left side, for a distance substantially equal to the width 
of the windows 11. The slide slots 15 are for the pur 
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2 
pose of mounting an improved number-covering slide on 
the rear face of the front board 10. 
The improved number-covering slide is illustrated in 

Figs. 3 and 4, and is formed from any suitable semi-flex 
ible, readily molded material, such as one of the alkyd 
resin plastics preferably polyethylene, since the latter is 
unusually flexible and strong and little affected by wide 
extremes in temperature. 
The number-covering slide is molded to form a rectan 

gular number-covering portion 16, a guide flange 17 and 
a lower apron portion 18. The guide flange 17 projects 
forwardly and extends transversely or horizontally across 
the slide adjacent the lower edge thereof so that the ver 
tical width of the apron portion 18 is less than the ver 
tical width of the number-covering portion 16. A rec 
tangular opening 19 extends completely through the slide 
and projects above and below the flange 17. 
Two projecting barbs 20 are molded on the upper and 

lower faces of the flange: 17 forwardly of and opposite 
the opening 19. The two barbs 20 are separated by an 
indented pocket 21 which extends forwardly into the 
flange 17 from the opening 19. The horizontal width of 
the barbs 20 is substantially equal to the horizontal width 
of the opening 19 and is less than the width of the com 
plete slide. The opening 19 is necessary in the slide to 
allow a molding piece to extend through the slide from 
the rear to form the pocket 21 in the flange. 
This structure allows the two barbs to be flexed toward 

each other by forcing the two sides of the pocket 21 to 
gether and allows them to expand to the projecting posi 
tion, with the sides of the pocket 21 fully spread, due to 
the inherent elasticity of the molded plastic material. 
The apron portion 18 also acts to rigidly guide the slide 
in its sideward movements, and serves as a stiffening rein 
forcement for the flange 17. 
The improved board is assembled by placing the slides 

rearwardly of the windows 11, with the flanges 17 enter 
ing the slots 15. The slides are then forced forwardly, 
causing the flanges to move forwardly in their slots 15. 
The vertical thickness of the flanges is substantially equal 
to the vertical width of the slots 15, so that as each flange 
moves forwardly, the two barbs 20 thereof will be forced 
together, as shown in Fig. 5, until the flange is fully in 
serted, at which time the barbs will snap outwardly, as 
shown in Fig. 6, to permanently lock the slide in its slot 
15. The backing board 13, with its numbers 12, is then 
attached to the back of the front board 10, and the device 
is ready for use. 
To cover a number, it is only necessary for the player 

to place his finger on the flange 17 corresponding to the 
number and force the flange to the right in its slot 15 to 
move the number-covering portion 16 of that slide over 
the selected number, as shown in the lower left-hand win 
dow of Fig. 1. 

It is desired to call attention to the ease with which the 
slides may be permanently attached to the front board 
by simple finger pressure due to the contraction and ex 
pansion of the barbs 20. The horizontal width of the 
flange prevents sideward tilting of the slide, and the barbs 
prevent inward movement thereof, so that the number 
slides are effectively retained in place at all times, and yet 
are free to slide back and forth into and out of their re 
spective windows. The edges of the slots 15, where they 
intersect the front face of the front board, are preferably 
rounded, as indicated at 22, to prevent any roughness 
from interfering with sideward movement of the slides. 

While a specific form of the improvement has been de 
scribed and illustrated herein, it is to be understood that 
the same may be varied, within the the scope of the ap 
pended claims, without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 
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Having thus described the invention, what is clained 
and desired secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. In a bingo board, comprising a rear board member 
having an array of numbers on the front face thereof, a 
front board member formed with windows in register 
with said numbers, exposing then to view, and an indi 
vidual slide member for each number disposed between 
the front and rear board members adapted to be slid into 
one position of adjustment to mask its respective number, 
and to be slid into another position to expose its number 
to view; the improvement, wherein said slide is formed 
of flexible resilient material comprising a thin flat body 
portion of a size sufficient to mask said window, said body 
portion formed with a tab, forming a finger piece pro 
jecting transversely from said body portion and protrud 
ing through a slot formed in the front board member ad 
jacent to said window, said tab being formed with a barb 
like projection on each side thereof and an interior pocket 
between said projections, whereby the tab may be pressed 
through said slot, said projections yielding inwardly into 
said pocket and snapping out when the tab is fully in 
serted in the assembling operation, before the rear board 
member is assembled and attached to the front board 
member to complete the bingo board. 

2. A bingo board as defined in claim 1 in which said 
slot is formed with an enlarged portion of a formation 
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4. 
to fit said projecting portions, but of sufficiently smaller 
dimension transverse thereof to permit the forced entry 
of the projections through said enlarged portion, but pre 
venting disengagement of the slide after the projections 
have passed through said enlarged portion and have 
snapped outwardly to engage the front surface of the 
front board member. 

3. A bingo board as defined in claim 2, in which said 
slot except the enlarged portion thereof is of a transverse 
dimension fitting the transverse dimension of the body of 
the tab, whereby the slide is guided by the snug engage 
ment of the tab within the slot so as to prevent skewing 
of the slide during its manual adjustment. 

4. A bingo board as defined in claim i, wherein said 
body portion of the slide is formed with an opening ex 
tending above and below the tab member, said opening 
facilitating the molding of said pocket within the tab 
member. 
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