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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown that I, EDWARD A. HEMPHILL,
of Ballston Spa, in the county of Saratoga and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Pocket - Books;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.

This invention relates to that class of memo-
randam-books, diaries, wallets, and other books
intended to be carried in a pocket, which ave -
provided with a closing-flap and means for se-
curing the same in its closed position. My
improvement consists in providing the left-
hand cover, or the one over which the closing-
flap is folded in shutting the hook, with an
additional flap, so connected therewith by a
tlat spring that it will press forcibly against
the. cover, and firmly clamp the ¢losing-fap

" thereto on inserting or tucking the same un-
der it. '

In the annexed drawings, Tigure 1 is a per-
spective of a memorandum-book containing
my improvement, the outer covering of the
additional or clamping flap being imagined as
transparent to show its spring. Tig. 2 is a

" transverse section of the boak. TFig. 3 is a
perspective view of the spring detached.

The same letters of reference are used in
all the figures in the designation of identical
parts. ’

The memorandum-boolk selected to illustrate
my invention has the usual collection of sheets
of paper, &, bound together and inclosed with-
in the covers B and C, the former being the
left-hand and the latter-the right-hand cover.
A pocket, D, is,as usual, attached to the inte-
rior side of the right-hand cover, and it is alse
provided with a penecil holder or receptable,
13, where the closing-flap T joins with it. The
closing-flap is made pliant, but sufficiently stiff
to enable it to retain its proper shape under
ordinary handling. In shutting the book the

closing-flap, in folding over the left-hand cover
B, is slipped or tucked under the narrow flap
G, which is permanently attached, near the
back of the book, to the cover B, and extends
some distance across the same, By preference
it is made of even length with the cover, as
shown. Concealed in this flap G is a spring,
H, the leaves k and &' of which are inserted
in pockets formed in the cover B. The leaves
koand L' in their normal state are made to fold
close upon the arms 722 and A2 so that the
tendency of the spring; when applied as above
deseribed, will be to press the flap G closely
against the cover B. Thus the flap G will
firmly clamp the closing-flap, when tucked un-
der if, to the cover, and hold it properly closed.
The spring may be of different form, and also
applied somewhat ditferently, but in all cases
its tendency must be to press the additional
flap against its cover.

A book thus constructed contains all the
desirable features of one in which the spring
is inserted in the closing-flap, and possesses
some decided advantages over such a one.
Among the latter may be classed the facts that

-the closing-flap; being of the ordinary pliable

kind, does not interfere with writing on the
leaves of the book when opened ; that it leaves
the pocket more available; that it may be used
as a book-mark or to cover the pocket while
the book is being used without making the
leaves uneven and difficult to write upoun.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— '

In combination with the ordinary pliant
closing-flap I of a book, the clamping-flap G,
actuated by a spring, H, substantially as speci-
fied.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 23d day of
August, 1873,

EDWARD A. HEMPHILL,

Witnesses:
A1LvAE C. DAKE,
M. J. EsMOXND.




