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To all whon, it mu?tly concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES HENRY BRADY, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and 
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and 
Improved Tuning Device for Musical Instru 
ments, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved tuning device for use on 
violins, guitars, mandolins, and other stringed 
musical instruments which is simple and du 
rable in construction, easily applied, and ar 
ranged to mechanically tune the strings of the 
instrument without requiring the aid of the 
ea. 
The invention consists of novel features and 

parts and combinations of the same, as will be 
more fully described hereinafter and then 
pointed out in the claims. 
A practical embodiment of the invention is 

represented in the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this specification, in which 
similar characters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement 
as applied to a violin. Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
longitudinal sectional elevation of the same on 
the line 22 in Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
plan view of one of the reeds detached. 
On a carrier A, in the shape of a plate or 

board, are secured downwardly - extending 
arms B, forming a clamping device adapted to 
engage the bridge C of the musical instrument 
D to be tuned, and on the said carrier A are 
also secured depending pins E, adapted to rest 
on the top or sounding board of the musical 
instrument. On the forward or free end of 
the carrier A are held reeds or tongues F, 
formed with elongated slots F for the pas 
sage of the shanks of screws G, screwing in 
the carrier A to hold the reeds or tongues in 
position and to allow adjustment thereof to 
set the reeds to be vibrated by the tones to 
which the strings H of the instrument are to 
be tuned. The reeds F are made very thin 
and delicate in order to render them exceed 
ingly sensitive, so that they will readily vi 
brate in sympathy with the sound of the strings 
of the instrument to such an extent that their 
vibration will be easily perceptible. The de 
vice is not intended to appeal to the ear, but to 
the eye. The reeds F extend, preferably, 
lengthwise over the strings H in close prox 

imity thereto, as plainly indicated in the draw 
ings, it being understood that for violins, for 
instance, the reeds or tongues F are adjusted 
to sound the tones' E,” “A,” “D, and “G,” 
which correspond to the sounds of the open 
strings H of the instrument when the said 
strings are properly tuned and sounded. 
The device is used as follows: The operator 

when desiring to tune the strings H of the in 
strument D engages the arms B with opposite 
sides of the bridge C so that the carrier A 
extends forwardly over the strings H and the 
reeds or tongues F extend lengthwise of the 
strings in close proximity thereto. Now in 
order to bring a string H to the proper pitch 
the operator sounds the string by a bow or 
by hand, and when the corresponding reed 
or tongue F over this string vibrates sympa 
thetically with the string then the latter is 
in proper tune, and if the reed or tongue does 
not vibrate it is necessary for the operator 
to either stretch the string more tightly or to 
loosen the same, so that when next sounded the 
corresponding reed vibrates in sympathy with 
the sounded string. When this takes place, 
the string is properly tuned. This operation 
is repeated with each of the strings of the 
instrument, and then the tuning device is re 
moved. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

when the operator brings a string to the proper 
pitch the corresponding reed or tongue vi 
brates with it, and consequently the operator 
can see at a glance that the string is properly 
E. without depending on hearing the sound 
itself. 
The device is very simple and durable in 

construction, can be easily applied or removed 
from the instrument, and the reeds or tongues 
F can be readily adjusted on the carrier A. 
so as to properly indicate the intended sound. 
Having thus described my invention, claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. A tuning device comprising a carrier, 

clamping means on the carrier for engaging 
the bridge of the musical instrument to be 
tuned, and reeds held on the carrier and ar 
ranged to stand lengthwise of the strings and 
in close proximity thereto, as set forth. 

2. A tuning device comprising a carrier, 
clamping means on the carrier for engaging 
the bridge of the musical instrument, a sup 
port on the carrier for engaging the sound 
ing-board of the musical instrument, and reeds 

  



2. 

held on the carrier and extending lengthwise 
of the strings of the instrument and in close 
proximity to the strings, as set forth. 

3. A tuning device comprising a carrier, 
clamping means on the carrier for engaging 
the bridge of the musical instrument, a Sup 
port on the carrier, for engaging the Sound 
ing-board of the musical instrument, reeds 
held on the carrier and extending lengthwise 
of the strings of the instrument and in close 
proximity to the strings, and means for ad 
justably securing the reeds in position on the 
carrier, as set forth. 

4. A tuning device for stringed instru 
ments, comprising a carrier provided with 
downwardly-projecting members for remov 
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ably supporting the carrier in approximately 
horizontal position above the strings to be 
tuned, and reeds Secured to and projecting 
from said carrier, one for each string to be 
tuned, Said reeds being made so thin and deli 
cate that they will be visibly and sympathet 
ically vibrated by the sound of their respec 
tive strings. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
Scribing witnesses. 

JAMES HENRY BRAIDY. 
Witnesses: 

ARTHUR. A. WEITZEL, 
HARRY KELLEY. 

  


