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This invention relates to a folding chair of a are attained and the device rendered simplér,
type commorly used. upon lawns and porches, less expensive and otherwise more convenient and
and it is an object of the invention to provide a - advantageous for use, as will be hereinafter mme
chair of this kind embodying an- arrangement fully set forth. ‘

5 of parts whereby the chair may be readily ad- The novel features of our invention will hele- 5
Justed to either a sitting up position or a lying - ‘inafter be definitely claimed.
. down- position. In order that our invention may be the bei-

~ The invention also has for an object to provide  ter understood, we will now proceed to describe

.~ & chair including a foot rest which, when in ex- ~.the same. with reference to the accompanying
1v tended or working position, is ‘disposed on a drawings, wherein: 10

downward incline so that the foot rest is out Figure 1 1is a view in side elevation of a chair

- of the way when the chair is in-its normal sit-- constructed in accordanceé with an embodiment

ting position and also permitting the foot rest - of our invention,: asecond position of certain

to ‘be employed with equal facility ‘by a per- of the parts being indicated by broken lines and

1% . son with long legs or a person with short legs. which second position is assumed when the chair 15
‘Another object of the invention is to provide  is used to rock;
8 chair of this character including a foot rest Figure 2 is a view partly in section and partly

pivotaliy connected with the chair structure prop- = in front elevation of the chair as illustrated in

. er so that said foot rest may be extended for- . Figure 1, the section being on the line ?——2 of
24 wardly into working position or adjusted to a  Figure 1; 20
position behind the occupant of the chair when it Figure 3 is a fragmentary view.in perspective
is not desired to use the foot rest, said foot.rest  particularly illustrating the link connection he-
when in its inoperative position being free of tween one of the side legs of the chair ‘and a
contact with the occupant of the chair or more base member or §ill;
specifically the flexible seat and back element Figure 4 is a view partly in elevation and part- 25
comprised in the structure of the chair propér_ ly in'section of the chair as illustrated in Figure

An additional object of the invention is to 1, the.section being taken on the line.4—8 of
provide a chair of this kind including a foot rest Plgure 5, the ineffective or folded position of the
s0 engaged with the chair proper as to be readily = foot rest being indicated by broken lines;

2
=t

a0 “adjusted into a working or ineffective position Figure 5 is a_view in top plan of the chair as 30
as may be required and wherein said foot rest in . illustrated in Figure 1;
its" structure includes a secondary rest which, = ~ Figure 6'is a view in side elevation of the
when in one position, is disposed at an angle - chair folded or compacted;
with respect to the main portion of the foot rest Figure 7 is a view.in elevation of. the folded

35 and which, when in a second position, is folded = chair as illustrated in Figure 6; 35
back to a position substantially. parallel with Figure 8 is.a fragmentary detailed view illus-

the main- portion.of the foot rest so that no trating a stop carried by one of the side bars of
hindrance or- obstruction is offered by the sec- the main portion of the foot rest for contact
ondary foot rest when adjusting the foot rvest as = with a leg of the chair proper for holding the

40 a whole 1nto either of its several positions and foot rest when exterided free for movement, with 40
also when it is not desired to use the secondary - - the chair proper; ‘
foot rest. - Figure 9 is a fragmentary view partly in ele-

A still ‘further object of the invention is to.. vation and partly in section illustrating an op-

provide a chair of this kind which is constructed erative connection ‘with a side bar of the faot

45 and assembled in a manner permitting the same . rest and a supporting leg of the chair proper.in 45
to be conveniently folded or compacted when not  accordance with another embodlment of my in-
in use and wherein the chair when extended = vention;

for use substantially eliminates any tendency of Figure 10 is a view similar to Figure 9 but
the chair to mar the lawn or other surface upon = showing the bar of the foot rest in a second or
50 which it may be resting and particularly as a raised position with respect to Figure 9. ‘ 50
" result of creeping. As illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

The invention consists in the details of con< ' our chair comprises a pair of suitably spaced ‘and

struction and in the'combination and arrange- substantially parallel elongated base members or

.. ment of the several parts of our improved fold- : sills | ‘having their rear end portions connected
88 ing chair whereby certain important advantiges by a cross member 2, This cross member, ‘as 85
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1 straight from end to end and the

2

herein illustrated, comprises.a fiat bar which is
secured from below to the sills | and is adapted
to have direct contact with the surface upon
which the chair is positioned. :

The forward end portions of the base mem-
bers or sills' f have pivotally connected thereto,
as at 3, the lower end portions of the elongated
side supporting legs 4. These legs &, as ilius-
trated in the accompanying drawings, are each
lewer or pivoted
portions of these legs are connected by the crossed
braces 8§ each of which has its upper portion ex-
tending laterally, as at 6, beyond the supporting

leg 4 to which it is secured. Each of these ex-.

tended portions § is notched or recessed at its
outer or free extremity to provide a shoulder T
for a purpose to be hereinafter njore particularly
referred to. '

Each of the supporting legs 4 at a predeter-
mined point intermediate its ends is provided
therethrough with a longitudinally disposed slot
8 which provides a runway for a laterally dis-
posed part 8 carrvied by the inner pertion of an
{0. This part 9 constitutes a pivet
for the arm rest {9 to permit the same to read-
ily swing as desired while the slot § permits suf-
ficient endwise movement of  the pivoted end
portion of the arm rest {8 along the associated
side leg 4 to facilitate the desired folding or com-
pacting of the chair and also the extension of the
chair into working position.

Each of these arm rests 10 at a predetermmed
distance. ‘inwardly of its outer extremity has piv-
otally connected thereto, as at 11, a second side
leg 12 also illustrated as being straight from end
to end and of a length materially less than the
length of the adjacent side leg 4 and which leg
12, when the chair is extended for use, is inclined
upwardly- and forwardly and terminates in ad-
vance of said adjacent side leg 4 which is dis-~
posed on.an upward and rearward incline. These
legs 4 and 12 are free of direct connection one
with the other so that said legs are readily mov-
able independently one of the other to facilitate
folding or extending of the chair.

Disposed laterally through the oppos1te or lower
end portion of each of the legs #2 is a shank 14
which extends a distance laterally from the leg 12
beyond the inner face thereof, and pivotally
mounted upon said extended portion of the shank
14 is a pair of links 15 maintained in . desired
spaced relation by a sleeve 16 surrounding the
shank {4 between the links. These links 15 en-
gage over the opposite side faces of the adjacent:
sill'and are pivotally connected thereto, as at {8.
The portion of the.shank {4 bétween the links 5
together with the sleeve I8 thereon is selectively
received within either of the notches {9 provided
in the top face of the sill {. These notches 19
are equidistantly spaced from the pivotal mount-
ing 18 for the link and a. distance therefrom to
assure the proper reception of the sleeve 16 and
the adjacent portion of the shank !4 in either of
such notches.

When each. of the legs 12 is operatively engaged
within a forward notch {8 the chair as a'unit
will be in sitting up adjustment whereas when
each of the legs {2 is operatively engaged with
the rear notch 19 the chair will be in lying down
adjustment.

These links 15 are of material advantage and
importance as by the use of such links the sleeves
16 with the adjacent portions of the shanks (4
will not slip out of the notches and thus allow
the chair to accidentally collapse or fall. In ad-
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dition to this the links {5 provide means to fur-
ther facilitate the folding or compacting of the
chair or its extension, it being understood that
when the chair is compacted the sleeves 16 are
free of the notches 8. The side legs 12 are con-
nected by a cross member or bar 20.

The forward portions of the arm rests {8 are
connected by a flat and cross member 21 secured
from below to the arm rests and positioned in
advance of the pivotal connections £1 between
the legs 12 and the arm rests 8. Secured to this

member 21 is an end portion of a flexible seat and

back element 22, the opposite or upper end por-
tion of which element is suitably secured to a
cross bar or member 23 connecting the outer or
top portions of the supporting legs 4.

It is to be particularly noted that when the
chair is extended for use it will readily rock or
oscillate but the forward or downward movement
of the legs 2 is limited by contact with the lateral
extending portions 6 of the cross members % with-
in the notches thereof.
is of advantage because with the legs {2 so en-
gaged within the notches of the portions § each
of said legs 12 is effectively held against inward
lateral movement by the adjacent shoulder 7. It
is, therefore, gssured that at all times the legs {2
will be in proper pesition and which is of advan-
tage to assure not only the desired balance of the
chair when in use but to: facilitate the folding
or compacting of the chair structure in its en-
tlrety

Associated w1th the chair, as herein dlsclosed
is a foot rest comprising two sections M and S.
The section M constitutes the main body of the

foot rest and, as illustrated in.the drawings, this-

section or body M comprises two spaced side bars
24 substantially in parallelism, and the inner or
rear end portion of each of these bars 24 is pro-
vided with a slot 25 disposed' lengthwise and
obliquely of the bar. The inner or rear end por-
tion of each of these bars 24 extends across .the
inner face of an adjacent supporting leg 4 at the
lower portion thereof and the slot 25 has disposed
therethrough an inwardly directed shank 26 car-
ried by the leg 4. By this means the bar 24 is
supported - for convenient swinging movement.
This pivoted end portion of each of the side bars
24 is continued by a rearwardly directed extension

or tail piece 27 which coustitutes a stop for con- i

tact with onhe of the members 5 for limiting the
upward or folding swinging movement of .the bar
24 when substantially parallel with g leg 4. When
the bar 24 is in this position.the then upper end

wall of the slot 25 will be in contact with the B

shank 26. However, with the foot rest in folded
position but the chair extended for use if is im-
portant that the folded foot rest assume a position
sufficiently to the rear of the flexible back and
seat element 22 to offer no interference there-
with. Upon raising the folded. foot rest so that
each of the shanks 26 is in the then lower portion
of the slot 28 of each of the:bars 24, the tail piece
will be above the cross. bars or members 5.a dis-
tance sufficient to allow the folded foot rest to
be swung rearwardly of the legs 4 until the in-
wardly extending lug or bracket 28 carried by
each of the side bars 24 contacts with. the front
edge of an adjacent supporting leg &. . This lug
or bracket 28 is positioned in relatively close
proximity to the inner or pivoted end portion of
a har 24 and when the foot rest is.swung into an
extended or working position, each of these lugs
or brackets 28 will contact with the  front edge
of an adjacent supporting leg 4 at a point below

This particular contact -
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the shank' 26. By this means the extent of ad-
justment of the fool rest is positively limited and
at a point wherein said foot rest will be disposed
outwardly on. a downward incline yet with its
outer end:portion free of the surface upon which
the: chair is-supported. Therefore, the foot rest
provides-an effective means to facilitate the rock-
ing movement. of ‘the chair by the occupant as
such' foot rest will serve after:the.fashion .of a
lever

.'The outer end portlons of the. sidé bars 24 are
connected by a plurality of spaced cross'bars 29
herein disclosed as two in number.

The supplement or secondary foot rest S com-
prises two side bars 30 having their outer ends
connected by the spaced cross rods 3{ while the
inner portions of the side bars 39 arepivotal\ly
mounted. upon the inner bar 29 connecting the
side bars 24 of the:foot rest of the section or body
M. The pivoted end portions: of these bars 29
have tail extensions 32 which, when the sec=
ondary . or- supplemental section or body 8 is
folded:.inwardly of the member or:body M, con-
tact from below with the outer bar 29 and there-
by maintain the section or body S between and
substantially coplanar with the side bars: 24 of
the section or body M. When the. supplemental
section or body 8'is swung outwardly or ex-
tended as particularly illustrated in Figure 4,
the side bars 30 rest from above upon the outer

. bar 29 and thus maintain such section or body

2
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S in an-angular relation with respect to the
main section or body M. This is of advantage
as it assures the occupant of the-chair comfort-
ably engaging his feet with one of the bars 8!
and the outward and downward inclination of
the foot rest as a whole together with the rela-
tive positioning of the secondary or supplemental
section or body S, when the foot rest is extended
for use, permits the foot rest to be employed
with .equal convenience and facility by those
having aither short or long. legs. ‘

By referring to Figure 4.it will be noted that
by having the foot rest when extended for use
disposed outwardly and downwardly it is out of
the way thus facilitating a person sitting in’the
chair or leaving the same.” It is also believed to
be self-evident that the construction and assem-
bly of the parts are such that the chair when
extended for use is substantially free of creeping
and particularly when rocking and that its as-

sembly is such to also facilitate the desired fold-

ing or compacting of the structure.

The comfort of the chair is also further facili~
tated by having each of the arm rests so. con-
structed that the top portion of such rest is ex-
tended, as at 33, to provide a firm hand hold to
materially aid in getting in or out of the chair
and also giving a: streamline appearance to the
chair,
member 21 wide and flat so that it will not cut
under the knees the occupant of the chair and
which desirable result is further facilitated by

- having the front or forward edge of said mem-

65
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ber 21 rounded. If-s also important to provide
this rounded forward edge to eliminate cutting
or injury to the flexible seat and back element
22.

In Figures 9 and 10 of the drawings is illus-
trated a means for maintaining the foot rest in

either its upper or lower adjustment and alsc for.

limiting the extent of forward downward move-
ment of the foot rest as well as limiting the up-
ward or folding movement of the foot rest. In
this embodiment of our invention each of the

It is also of advantage 1o have the cross -

3

side .bars 34. of the main section .or' body of the
foot rest is provided in-its rear portion-with a
longitudinally ‘directed slot 85 through which is
directed the inwardly disposed shank 36 carried
by the adjacent supporting leg 37 comprised in
the chair structure proper. When the foot rest
is swung forwardly in position for use, the side
bar 34 of the foot rest will contact: from above
with a cross member 38 connecting both of the
supporting legs 37. The under-edge face of each

' of the bars 34 of the foot rest is provided with a

cam face 39, said cam face extending outwardly
and downwardly so that upon moving the bar 34
inwardly with respect to the supporting leg 37,
as permitted by the slot 35, the high portion of the
cam. face 39 will ‘have contact with the cross
membey. 38 and thus maintain the foot rest in
a second or raised rosition as'is particularly illus-
trated in: Pigure 10.

When the side bar 34 is-at the Iimit- of its
inward movement as in'Figure 10, as the foot
rest is swung upwardly into .its folded. position,
the bar 34 proper will have contact from the
rear with the cross member 38 whereby the side
bar 34 will be maintained substantially in paral-
lelism and coplanar with the adjacent support-

~ing leg 37.  However, if it is desired to have the

foot rest swing further to the rear in order to
avoid interference with the flexible back and
seat element it is onhly necessary to raise the bar,

. as permitted by the slot-35, so that the reduced

tail piece 49 at the inner end of the bar 34 will
contact with the cross member 38. By reduced
tail’ piece it .is meant the part resulting from
reducing the width of the bar 34 proper as is
particularly . illustrated in the drawings.

From the foregoing description it is thought

‘to be obvious that a folding chair constructed in

accordance with our invention is- particularly

- well adapted for use by reason of the convenience

and facility with which it may be assembled and
operated, -and. it will also be obvious that our
invention is susceptible of some change and modi-
fication ‘without departing from the principles
ahd spirit . thereof and for this reason we do not
wish to be understood as limiting ourselves to the
precise arrangement and formation of the sev-
eral ‘parts herein shown in carrying out our
invention in  practice. except as hereinafter
claimed.

We claim:

1. A folding chair comprising a pair.of spaced
hase members, side legs pivotally connected to
the forward -end portions of the base members
and extending upwardly and rearwardly when
the chair is in-use, additional side legs pivotally
connected with the rear end portions of the base
members and extending upwardly and forwardly
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when the chair.is in use, links pivotally -con- -

nected to the second leg and to the hase mem-
bers, said links providing an adjustment length-
wise of the base members of the operative con-

“nection between said second legs and the base

members, and a seat structure operatively sup-

‘ported by both sets of legs.

2. A folding chair comprising. a pair of spaced
base members, side legs pivotally connected to
the forward end portions of the base members
and extending upwardly and rearwardly when
the chair is in use, additional side. legs. pivotally
connected with the rear end portions of the base
members and extending upwardly and forwardly
when the  chair is in use, links pivotally con-
nected to the second legs and to the base mem-
bers, said links permitting an adjustment length-

70

76
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wise of the base members of the operative con-

" nection between said second legs and the base

10

-20

members, and a seat structure operatively sup-
ported by both sets of legs; said base members
being provided with: slots fore and aft of the
pivotal connections between the links and the
base members, said links having parts selectively
engaging within said slots depanding upon the
adjustment of said second legs with respect to
the hase members.

3. A folding chair comprising a pair of spaced
base members, a pair - of side legs operatively
connected to the forward end portions of the base
members and extending upwardly and rear-
wardly when the chair is in use, a second pair
of side legs operatively connected with the rear
end portions of the base meinbers and extending
upwardly and forwardly when the. chair is in
use, the operative connections between one pair
of legs and the base members comprising links
pivotally  connected to the base members and to
said legs, said links providing an adjustment of
the associated legs lengthwise of the base mem-

2,208,610

bers {0 raise or lower the chair, a seat structure
operatively connected with both pairs of legs.

4. A folding chair comprising a pair of spaced
base members; a pair of side legs operatively con-
nected to the:forward end portions of the base
members - and -extending - upwardly  and rear-
wardly when the chair is in use, a second pair of
side legs operatively connected with the rear end
portions of the base members and extending up-
wardly and forwardly when the chair is in use,
the operative connections between one pair- of
legs and the base members comprising links piv-
otally connected to the base members and to said
legs, said. links permitting an adjustment of the
associated- legs lengthwise of the base members
to raise or lower the chair, and a seat structure
operatively connected with both pairs of legs,
said links having parts for contact with the base
members to limit the swinging movement of the
links in either direction.

RAYMOND E. BASCOM.
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