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To all whon, it may conce7'72: 
Beit known that I, FRANCIS EDWARD FOR 

WARD, of The Holberton Institution, in the 
Island of Antigua, British West Indies, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Buttons, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention has reference to means of 

attaching buttons; and its object is to pro 
vide means of attachment which will allow 
of a button being easily secured to a garment 
or other article without liability of becoming 
accidentally detached and will also allow of 
its being easily and quickly removed when 
required in order either that the garment or 
other article may be cleaned, as in the case, 
for example, of garments having pearl but 
tons, or that the buttons themselves may be 
cleaned, as in the case of metal buttons 
such, for example, as livery-buttons. 
My invention chiefly comprises the com 

bination, with the stem of the button, of a 
shoe capable of revolving or turning on an 
axis or pivot at or near the free or inner end 
of the said stem in such manner that the 
shoe may either be made to take up a posi 
tion parallel with and alongside the stem or 
a position at right angles to the stem. When 
the shoe is parallel with the stem, they can 
be passed together through the aperture 
formed in the garment or article to receive 
the stem, and the shoe may then be moved 
at right angles to the stem, and will thus se 
curely hold the button in its place. When 
it is required to detach the button, the shoe 
is moved so as to be parallel with the stem, 
which can then be withdrawn, together with 
the shoe. - 
In the accompanying drawings, Eigures 1 

and 2 are elevations, taken at right angles to 
each other, of a button provided with means 
of attachment according to my invention. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical section of the same but 
ton, the stem of same being seen in eleva 
tion and the movable shoe being omitted. 
Fig. 4 is an elevation showing the same but 
ton attached to a garment or other article. 

Referring to the drawings, a represents the 
button proper or button-head. 

b is the stem, which is soldered or other 
Wise secured to the inner face of the head C, 

and is made double-that is to say, of two par 
allel or approximately parallel stems, united 
at the free or inner end, so as to form a sort 
of loop. -a- 

c is the movable or revolving shoe. It is 
formed with a central aperture, through 
which the connecting part of the two stems 
passes, so that it can be moved either into 
the position shown in full lines in Fig. 1, so 
as to be parallel with the stem, or into the 
position shown in Fig. 4 and in dotted lines 
in Fig. 1, so as to be at right angles to the 
stem. When the shoe is in the former of 
these positions, the stem and shoe can be 
passed together through an aperture, such 
as that shown at d, Fig. 4, in the garment or 
article e. When, on the contrary, the shoe 
is in the other or right-angle position, the 
button is secured to the garment or article 
and cannot be withdrawn. In this position 
the shoe has a certain freedom of movement, 
so that the button will adapt itself to any 
alteration in the position as the result of 
movement of the part of the garment to 
which it is attached. 
In order that the stem b may not be too 

long and yet provide a sufficient length of 
the shoe c to insure the secure holding of the 
button when in place, the button is made 
concave on its inner face, as shown, and the 
shoe c is made relatively broad at its middle 
and narrows toward the ends, which are 
pointed. A closer approximation of the but 
ton to the material is thus obtained, as the 
distance between the plane of the rim of the 
button and the edge of the middle of the 
shoe c facing the head a represents the ac 
tual length of the stem of the button when 
secured. The concavity of the button also 
allows of a longer stem, and therefore of a 
longer shoe, being used. 
The shoe C may, as shown in the drawings, 

extend, when in its vertical position, close to 
the inner face of the head without interfer 
ing with the ready insertion of the button. 
In order to effect this insertion, it is only nec 
essary to pass the shoe c vertically through the 
hole in the fabric and press the fabric down 
into the concavity of the head, when the shoe 
can be readily passed entirely through and ad 
justed in position transversely to the stem. 
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What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
The combination of a button-head having 

a concave inner face, a loop-shaped stem 
fixed to said face and a shoe pivoted on said 
stem and movable thereon into a position ap 
proximately parallel to said stem, and also 
into a position at right angles thereto, said 
shoe being relatively broad at the middle and 

narrowing to a point toward thé ends, all sub- Io 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

FRANCIS ED. FORWARD. 
Witnesses: 

CUTAH HOLMEISA COURT, 
G. A. MACANDREW. 

  


