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- To all whom it may concern.:

10

Be it known that I, EDWARD A. UEHLING,
of Birmingham, in the county of Jefferson
and State of Alabama, have invented a new

‘and usefnl Improvement. in Candle-Holders

for Christmas-Trees, of which the following
is a specification. o '
To render certain the position of candle

holders upon the branches of the tree, I have |

provided the holder with a sticking point or

" spur arranged to co-act with a pendent grav-
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ity retainer to maintain the holderin certain

and precise position upon the branches what-

ever their inclipation and in whatever posi-

‘tions the branches may assume in bending

under the weight of the decorations and

‘thereby prevent all danger of theslipping or

falling of the holder with its burning eandle.
My improvement embraces other particu-
lars of construction in the deviee, and in the

claims concluding this specification I will’

specifically point out these several improve-
ments in connection with the accompanying
drawings,and in which— -7

Figure 1 shows my candle-holding device
in vertical section in the position it occupies
upon an inclined branch of a tree. Fig. 2
shows the gravity suspending stem and its
terminal piercing point or spur formed at a
coil upon which latter the candle-holder is se-
cured. Fig. 3 showsin top view the upper end
of the candle-holder, and Fig. 4 shows in top
view and insection the cap for the candle.

The holder o for the candle is provided
with a coil-spring & and the candle being
placed in the holder is held down upon the
spring by a cap ¢ which is retained in the
upper end of the holder, so that as the candle
is consumed it will be automatically fed up-
ward against the cap and thereby retain the
flame above the holder. :

The top of the holder is preferably formed
with a spheroidal enlargement or bulge. d,

which, by its construction and relation to the’

inclosed candle acts as a reservoir for catch-

_ing and collecting the drippings from the

candle in suech a manner that they are re-
tained around the ecandle and serve to feed
the flame and at the same time form a pro-
tection to the candle to check its too rapid
melting. -

the end of the eandle.
stamped from the cap and raised beyond its

As the candle fits snugly within the holder .

and projects within its top reservoir, it co-
operates  with the latter to retain the drip-

pings so as to form a body surrounding and.

covering the cap at the base of the flame,
which burns through the top opening e of the
reservoir which is of sufficient area to admit
the candle.

The eap c¢ is stamped out of a single piece

.of sheet metal of semi-globular form and is

placed upon the wick end of the candle as an

inverted cup, the wick extending through a

central opening therein and the cup covering
Radial wings f are

convex surface so as to form abutments which
engage the inner walls at the top of the bulge

and thereby serve to hold the candle in its-
proper position within the holder and per-

mit -its automatic feed as it is consumed.
The wings of the cap are inserted into the
reservoir through netches g made in the edge

‘of the opening e corresponding to the cap-
.| wings, so that when - the latfer are ingerted

through said openings and turned to engage
the wings with the inner walls of the reser-
voir as seen in dotted lines in Fig. 3, they
thereby hold the candle in place against the
pressure of its feeding spring. This construe-
tion and manner of placing thecap, gives the
advantage of holding it in-place at the open

end of the reservoir, by the pressure of the.

candle which constantly presses the eap, by
its wings, against the inner walls of the res-
ervoir. o

It is'important that as the reservoir fills
with the drippings of the candle, the cap
should, thereby, be covered and the drippings
completely surround that portion of the can-
dle which extends into the reservoir and
serve to protect it from the heat of the walls
of the reservoir-bulge. :

To adapt the holder for use with a Christ-
mas tree I provide it with a depending re-
tainer which consists of a piece of wire ter-
minating in a piercing point or spur 2 at one
end and a ball atits otherend, both the point
and the ball being vertically coincident with
the center of the candle-holder, whereby the
lighted candles can be suspended by the
piercing points or spurs of their holders on
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any branch, however sloping, in the exact
place desired, and without being brought out
of its perpendieular position by subsequent
bending of the limb or the least danger of
itsslipping off. The piercing point combined
with the gravity retainer gives the advantage
of requiring that the point only sufficiently
pierce the limb to give a sure hold and to
form a pivot on which the gravity ball main-
tains the candle-holder in a truly perpendicu-
lar position.

I prefer to secure the holder upon a coil 2
of the weight suspending wire and to form
the piercing point by the end of and cen-
trally of said coil, the wire being bent to al-
low its suspension over the limb.

I know that candle holders. for Christmas
trees have been made with a-depending rod

having a bent portion formed into a hook,.

and a weight attached to the lowerend of the
rod, whereby to retain the holder in.an.up-

right position when it is suspended upon a.
limb by said hook; that such holders have-

been provided with clasps, and with sticking
points; but the provision of asuspending de-
vice formed by the joint action of the pierc-
ing point orspur and the weight gives-advan.
tages which are not; obtainable by the joint use
of a hook and weight, or by the use of a-clasp;
or by a pin, for neither a hook, a clasp nora
pin can give the candle holder the precise po-
sition and certain support upon an inelined
limb under any and all conditionsof the tree

branches and the bending thereof under the.
weight of the decorations, or at the precise.
place where the decorator would have them:

to produce the best effect.

I claim as my improvement-—

1. A tubular candle-holder for Christmas
trees, having a spring for automatically feed-

ingthe candle,a piercing-pointstanding down
centrally from the bottom of said holder,and a
weight hanging from, centrally with, and be-
low said holder, acting to maintain the point
in its piereing position on the tree-branch.

2. In a candle-holder, the tubular holder
having its walls terminating in an open top
spheroidal enlargement or bulge to form a
reservoir, in combination with acap, for hold-
ing the candle against the feed of the spring,
the cap itself being held within and against
the inner walls of the holder-bulge by the
pressure of the candle, the vertical walls of
which serve to close the bottom of the bulge
to form the reservoir.,

3. In a candle-holder for Christmas-trees,
the combination of a tubular-holder, and a
suspending device therefor consisting of a
wire. having one end terminating in a coil

forming  a- seat. for said holder, the end of
‘which coil terminates in a downward piercing

point central therewith, the lower end of said
wire having a weight, and the piercing point,

the.center of the weight and the center line

of the candle-holder being vertically co-inei-
dent for sticking the holder.in position upon

‘the tree-branches.

4. A candle-holder having a spring for feed-
ing the candle as it is consumed, and termi-
nating.in a reservoir inclosing the burning
end.of the candle and having radial notches,
and a cap forming an inverted cup inclosing

the burning end of the candle and having

wings corresponding with the notches in the
reservoir for engaging the inner walls of the
latter for the purpose stated.
EDWARD A. UEHLING.
In presence of—
W. A. MAJOR,
A. W, Sims.
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