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To all whom, it may concern. 
Beit known that I HENRY W. HABE 

NICHT, a citizen of the United States, resid ing at Hartington, in the county of Cedar, 
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State of Nebraska, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Combined 
Mail-Boxes; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as Will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in mail boxes and has par 
ticular reference to means for raising the 
usual indicating flag associated therewith. 
The object of the invention resides in the 

provision in a mailbox of means whereby 
when the door of the box is closed, the usual 
indicating flag will be automatically raised, 
and the invention further contemplates the 
provision of means operable from without 
the box for rendering the first-named means 
inoperative and allowing the flag to fall, 
without actuating the door. 
A further object of the invention is to 

improve the general efficiency and simplify 
the structure of devices of the above char acter. 
With these and other objects and advan 

tages in view, the invention resides in the 
novel combination, formation and arrange 
ment of parts to be more fully hereinafter 
described and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings and particularly pointed out 
in the claim hereto appended. . 

Reference is had to the accompanying 
drawings wherein similar characters of ref 

2 designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of 
the improved mail box, Fig. 2 is a side ele 
vational view thereof, Fig. 3 is a vertical 
longitudinal sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a detail view of 
the letter and coin cup holder. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, wherein is shown the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, there are pro 
vided two boxes A and B, one side wall 5 of 
the box. A forming also the side wall of the 
box B. The box A is relatively large and 
is designed to hold parcel post packages, 
while the box B is of the size and propor 
tion and designed for the usage of anor 
dinary mail box. The front of the box A 

is provided at its upper end with a trans 
verse strip 6 and has a door 7 hinged there 
to and provided with a latch 8 adapted to 
rotate to engage the strip on its inner face 
and thus hold the door closed The front 
of the box B is similarly provided with a 
door 9 and the top of the box B is prefer 
ably slanting downwardly to its outer side. 
it will be readily appreciated that the struc 
ture above described may be greatly modi 
fied. Without affecting in any manner the 
patentability of the structure hereinafter 
described. 
A flag member 10 is provided made of 

stout. Wire and having its upper end por 
tion bent to form a head 11 preferably in 
the shape of the letter M as shown in the 
drawings. The lower end of the shaft is 
directed laterally and journaled in an open 
ing 12 in the side wall 13 of the box B, whereby the flag member is supported to 
Swing to lie in a horizontal plane or in a 
vertical plane, a suitable guide 14 being pro 
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vided on the outer face of the wall 13 and 
a stop 15 extending outwardly from the 
Wall to limit the Swinging movement of said 
member. 

In order that the flag member may be actu 
ated when the door 9 of the box B is opened 
or closed, the lower end of the member 
is extended into the box and provided with 
a crank arm 16. Extending through a ver 
tical slot 17 in the door 9 is a lever 18 which 
is pivotally connected to the door interme 
diate of the ends of the slot. The lever is 
extended over the crank arm and is pro 
vided with a notch 19 in its under face so 
that when the door is closed the offset por 
tion of the crank arm will seat in the notch 
and the crank arm swung to raise the flag 
member to a substantially vertical position. 
As the flag member does not exactly attain 
a vertical position, when the door is opened 
and the notch withdrawn from the crank 
arm the flag will fall. As the lever extends 
outwardly of the door, it is apparent that 
the lever can be rocked to release the flag 
member without moving the door. For 
holding coins so that they may be procured 
with a minimum amount of trouble, a cup 
20 is provided having a handle 21 extending 
from its upper edge. This cup is held on 
the Wall 5 by a member which at the same 
time serves as a clip for holding letters. 
This is accomplished by providing a strip 
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of resilient metal 22 bent in the shape of a 
ring and riveted at 23 and then having One 
end extended on the outer periphery of the 
ring and flared outwardly at 24 to provide 
a letter clip, said ring being bolted to the 
wall is at a point diametrically opposite the 
portion 24. 

... The improved box is preferably mounted 
on a post 25. En order to securely hold the 
same thereon, a bracket is provided formed 
of a single strip of metal having one end 
bent downwardly to form the arm 26. The 
other end portion of the strip is bent di 
agonally downward and inward and then 
extended upwardly at 27 and secured to the 
intermediate portion of the strip. The arm 
26 and the portion 27 embrace and are se 
cured to the post, and the bottom of the box. 
A is bolted or riveted to the intermediate 
portion of the strip, said intermediate por 
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tion also extending under the box B to Sup 
port the same. 
What is claimed is: 
The combination with a mail box casing, 

of a flag member having a lateral extension 
journaled in the Wall of the casing and pro 
vided inwardly thereof with a crank arm, 
a pivoted door on the casing provided with 
a longitudinal slot, a lever pivoted to the 
door adjacent the intermediate portion of 80 
the slot and the under face of one end of 
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the lever being disposed over the crank arm 
and provided with a notch to engage the 
crank arm and rotate the same. . . . . . 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 35 
in the presence of two witnesses. . 

m HENRY W. HABENICHT. 
Witnesses: - 

J. J. GRIFFIN, 
W. C. HERTERT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ' Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


