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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Joun T. HIOWARTH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Beaver
Falls, in the county of Beaver and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented amnew and use-
ful Wire Mat or Matting, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
wire mats or floor coverings, or what might
be better termed wire matting; and the ob-
jects in view are to provide a construction of
the same that will- be strong and durable,
easy to manufacture, that will not fray out
out or come loose, and which may be con-
structed in sections whenso desired, whereby
it may be conveniently folded, for packing.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will appear in the following deserip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1 is a
plan of a mat or matting constructed in ae-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2isatrans-
verse section of the same.

Like numerals of réference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

Inthepresentinstancelhaveillustrated the
mator mattingas consisting of a series of three
mat-sections, designated as 1,2,and 3. Each
of the mat-sections comprises a series of par-
allel coiled wire-strands 4, all of which are of
the same length, and their extremities are
connected by transversely-disposed binding-
wires or strands 5. These binding-wires or
strands are preferably of heavier wire than
that of which the body of the matis formed,
and the same are given a series of bends in
alternately opposite directions, are zig-zag or
at intervals bent to formalternately-opposite
U-shaped branches 6, whose terminals are
parallel. Each terminal of each U-shaped
branch passes through a series of the end-
coils of the strands 4, so that the two sets of
coils become interwoven, as it were, and the
binding-strands will be prevented from pull-
ing out, as will be obvious. The adjacent

coils of each adjacent pair of sections are
coiled together, or around each other, as in-
dicated at 7, so that as will be obvious the
sections are thereby hinged together, and ca-
pable of folding one upon the other.

The

terminals of the binding-wirestake into these
interlocking coils, and terminate therein. If
desired, intermediate binding-wires 8 similar
to the binding-wires 5 may be employed, and
I have illustrated two of such wires, extend-
ing transverse the sections and terminating
in the interlocking coils. The outer or end-
coils of the two outer sections are preferably
composed of two or more strands 9, being
coiled together in a manner obvious, and in
these terminate the outer endsor extremities
of said binding-wires.

From the foregoing description, it will be
seen that I have provided a mat or matting
that may be used in one section or a series of
folding-sections, for covering floors, steps,
hallways, or employed as mats in front of
counters, and other places where execessive
wear takes place.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is:— '

1. A wire mat or matting consisting of a
series of independent sections, each compris-
ing a series of parallel coiled strands, and
end-binding-wires, the adjacent coils of the
sections interlocking toform a hinge-connec-
tion, substantially as specified.

2. A wire mat or matting consisting of a
series of sections, each comprising a.series
of parallel coiled wire strands, the adjacent
strands of adjacent sections interlocking to
form hinge-joints, the outer coils of the outer
sections consisting of a series of strands and
the binding-strands or wires for each of the
sections engaging the ends of the parallel
coils, and terminating in the end coils of each
section, substantially as speecified.

3. A mat or matting consisting of a series
of coiled wire strands arranged parallel, and
a series of binding-wires bent into flat sinu-
ous-form or in reverse directions to form U-
shaped branches, the terminal of each U-
shaped branch engaging a series of coils of a
strand, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I elaim the. foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN T. HOWARTIIL

Witnesses:

Jos. C. ROUZER,
A. D. LoxNg,

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

Qo

95




