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1. 
3 Claims. (C. .273-148) 

This invention relates to games and more par 
ticularly to card games. 
The general object of the invention is to pro 

vide a novel and improved game of the class 
described which will not only furnish amusement 
and entertainment for both young people and 
adults but will also provide a means of instructio 
in the elements of drawing and design. 
In its preferred embodiment, the invention con 

templates the provision of a deck of cards, each 
card being made of a suitable thin transparent 
material of either natural or synthetic origin. 
The deck may be divided into any desired num 
ber of “suits' or sequences of cards, and there 
may be any reasonable number of cards in each 
Of Such sequences or groups, say from three to 
Seven or more. The cards of each group bear 
fragmentary or partial sketches or drawings of 
familiar objects such as, for example, animals, 
toys, or household furniture and equipment. The 
fragments of these drawings. Which appear On 
the separate cards of the Suit or sequence are 
such that when all of the transparent cards of 
the suit are superposed in any random order or 
sequence, the complete drawing of the object will 
appear. - 

For playing certain games, the cards of a suit 
may be given numbers indicative of their rank, 
or on the other hand, each card may be marked 
with their scoring or melding values if the deck 
is to be used in playing the various types of 
rummy games. 
Since the transparency of the cards would en 

able other players to view the hands if held 
and played in the usual way, the invention con 
templates the provision of a novel rack or stand 
for holding the hand, the rack not only providing 
an opaque backing for concealing the cards from 
view by the other players, but preferably also 
bearing replicas of all of the complete drawings 
or sketches which may be built up from the par 
tial representations on the cards of the several 
suits or groups. 
Other objects and features of novelty will be 

apparent from the following specification when 
read in connection. With the accompanying draw 
ings in which one embodiment of the invention 
is illustrated by way of example, 

In the drawings: . 
Figure is a plan view of a group or Suit of 

superposed transparent cards, the fragmentary 
designs on each individual card making up the 
whole drawing or sketch of the particular subject; 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken 
on line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a view in perspective of the series 
of individual transparent playing cards which go 
to make up a suit or meld; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of an opaque 
card-holding rack Within Which a player may 
deposit has hand for ready reference and con 
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cealment from inspection by the other players. 
It will be obvious from the following descrip 

tion that the illustrated embodiment may be 
modified and adapted in various Ways for the 
playing of a number of different games, while at 
the same time suggesting methods of Synthesis 
and analysis of drawings or sketches of familiar 
objects. In the illustrated embodiment the equip 
ment is designed particularly for use in playing 
games of the rummy type, for example, gin 
rummy, canasta, etc. - . , 

As indicated in Figure 3 of the drawings, there 
are four cards fo, , 2 and 3 to a group and 
each card is made of transparent material Such 
as cellulose or other acetates, acrylic resins, or 
any other transparent plastic material which 
possesses the durability expected of a playing 
card, when made in the approximate range of 
thickness of such cards. Each card, if desired, 
may be provided with an opaque margin 5 
represented by the stippled portion in the draw 
ings and which may comprise ink, dye, paint, or 
any other coloring material. 

Each of the cards bears a fragmentary or in 
complete image or representation of a portion of 
some familiar object. For example, in the group 
or suit of cards shown in Figures 1 and 3 the 
ultimate article or object is a coffee maker which 
is indicated at 20 in the assembled group of 
cards in Figure 1. Thus, card O bears a partial 
representation of the article comprised of two 
ovals representing the upper margins of the re 
spective bowls or receptacles of the coffee maker; 
card f contains the representation 22 of the base 
portions of the coffee maker; card 2 bears a rep 
resentation of the upper bowl together with the 
handle for the lower bowl, all indicated at 23; 
and card 3 carries the remainder of the sketch 
comprising a greater portion of the lower boW 
as ShoWin at 24. 
When all four cards are Superimposed as in 

Figures 1 and 2 the entire drawing 20 represent 
ing the complete coffee maker may be readily 
seen. It will be understood from the drawings 
and description herein that the complete image 
is equally visible from the front or rear Side of 
the stack of cards, and this is seen to be true re 
gardless of the order or sequence of cards. Al 
though the drawings or sketches applied to the 
cards may be either in Solid areas Or in line 
drawings, just so the respective fragmentary Or 
partial representations are out of registry (ex 
cept possibly for some overlapping duplication of 
outline), line drawings such as indicated in the 
accompanying figures are preferred since they 
are more readily susceptible of combining addi 
tively without obliteration of underlying delinea 
tions. 

If desired, other indicia, may be applied to the 
cards, for example, numerals indicating the scor 
ing value of the several cards may be imprinted 
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thereon as indicated at 25, these numerals being 
staggered or out of registry so that they all may 
be seen and added up when the group of cards 
is placed together as in Figure 1. 
As will be readily understood by those familiar 

with the rummy group of card games, the cards 
are dealt around the table and a stockpile and 
discard pile are started upon the board. Each 
player in succession draws a card and discards 
a card and the object of the game is to collect or 
assemble one or more series of completed objects 
or sketches which are melded or placed upon the 
table at some strategic moment after they are 
accumulated. At the same time the players 
learn to analyze or build up the component parts 
of drawings of more or less complicated familiar 
articles and thus there may be inculcated in them 
an appreciation and a skill in artistic fields. 

Since the cards are of transparent material, 
the various hands would be exposed to the other 
players if held in the same way as ordinary 
topaque playing cards. Therefore, the invention 
also contemplates the provision of a rack 3 illus 
trated in Figure 4 of the drawings in which one 
or more brackets, trays, or slots 32 may be pro 
vided for receiving the Several cards of the hand. 
The main board or panel 33 of the rack is, of 
course, made of some opaque material and may 
be supported in a vertical or slightly inclined po 
sition by means of the end flanges or braces, one 
of which is illustrated at 35 in the dra Wings. Be 
sides supporting the cards in a position where 
they cannot be observed by the opposing players, 
the rack may include drawings of the completed 
i-objects which may be attained by the combina 
tion of the several cards of the various Suits. A 
representative showing of these articles is Sug 
gested at 36 in Figure 4. 

It is understood that various changes and mod 
ifications may be made in the embodiment illus 
strated and described herein, both with respect 
to the materials of construction and physical 
appearance, and the method of play suggested, 

I without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion as defined by the following claims. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Let 
ters Patentis: 

1. Physical equipment for use in card games 
to be played by two or more players, said equip 
ment including an erect card rack adapted to be 
disposed SO as to face the player using it and to 
have its rear side directed generally toward the 
other players, said rack comprising an opaque 
backing and means on the front thereof for re 
ceiving and displaying the cards constituting the 
hand of the player; a plurality of cards contained 
in Said means, Said cards being those of several 
Suits, each card comprising a rectangular sheet 
of transparent material of an area, a configura 
'tion, a thickness, and a stiffness usual in the 
-case of conventional cardboard playing cards, 
SO as to be readily shuffled, dealt, and handled in 
the customary manner; and each card of a suit 
bearing an opaque partial line drawing of a 
familiar object, the partial line drawings on 
the several cards comprising a suit visually con 
bining to display a completed drawing of the 
object when said cards are superimposed in any 
order or sequence and whether viewed from the 
front or rear; and specimen representations of 
all of the completed drawings belonging to the 
various Suits involved in the game carried upon 
said rack. 

2. Physical equipment for use in card games, 
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4. 
said equipment comprising a deck of playing 
cards, said deck comprising a plurality of suits, 
each of said suits when assembled being identi 
fied and distinguished by a pictorial representa 
tion peculiar to itself; the individual card of a 
given suit each comprising a rectangular sheet 
of transparent-material of an area, a configura 
tion, a thickness, and a stiffness usual in the 
case of conventional cardboard playing cards, SO 
as to be readily shuffled, dealt, and handled in 
the customary manner; and opaque lines of coat 
ing material applied to each card and distributed 
thereon so as to form line drawings comprising 
a difficulty identifiable fragmentary part of Said 
pictorial representation, the line drawings oc 
cupying different corresponding areas on the 
several cards of the different Suits; all of the line 
drawings, when the cards of a suit are evenly and 
conterminously superimposed in any. Order or Se 
quence, combining visually, without substantial 
alteration by the drawings on Superposed Cards, 
to depict within the rectangular confines of the 
thus combined-cards of the Suit the whole pic 
torial representation peculiar to said suit, wheth 
er viewed from the front or from the rear of the 
assembled Suit. 

3. Physical equipment for use in card games, 
said equipment comprising a deck of playing 
cards, said deck comprising a plurality of suits, 
each of Said Suits. When assembled being identi 

edi by a pictorial representation of a different 
object, the individual cards of a given suit each 
comprising a rectangular sheet of transparent 
laterial of an area, a configuration, a thickneSS, 

and a stiffness usual in the case of conventional 
cardboard playing cards, So as to be readily 
shuffled, dealt, and handled in the customary 
manner; and opaque lines of coating material-ap 
plied to each card and distributed thereon. So as 
to form line drawings comprising a difficultly 
identifiable fragmentary representation of Said 
object, the line drawingSoccupying different cor 
responding areas on the several cards of a given 
Suit; all of the line drawings, when the cards of 
a suit are. Superimposed in any Order or sequence, 
Combining visually Without Substantial alteration 
by Superimposed drawings, to depict the whole 
object representative of its particular suit, each 
Card bearing a SCOring indicium, the indicia, on 
the individual cards of each suit being offset one 
from the other, Whereby when the suit is assem 
bled With the cards in Superimposed position the 
indicia, appear in alignment for ready calcula 
tion of the Score. 

EDWARD. H. FREEDMAN. 
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