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To all uhon, it invay concern: 
Beit known that I, LOUIS HANEKE, a citizen 

of the United States, and a resident of Eureka 
Springs, in the county of Carroll and State of 

5 Arkansas, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Wrenches, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

wrenches; and the object is to provide a quick 
Io acting and powerful wrench consisting of few 

parts and which can be manufactured and put 
on the market at a comparatively slight ex 
pense. 
With the foregoing object in view this in 

15 vention consists in certain novel features of 
construction and combinations of parts, which 
will be hereinafter described, and pointed out 
in the claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
2O a rear view of my improved wrench, and Fig. 

2 is a side elevation. 
A represents the main bar of the wrench, 

3 is the fixed jaw at the outer end of this bar, 
and 6 indicates the adjustable sliding jaw 

25 mounted on the bar A and capable of being 
set at various positions from jaw 3. The 
sal handle 18 is provided at one end of the 
a. 

Jaw 6 is provided with ratchet-teeth on its 
3o rear edge adapted to register with correspond 

ingly-shaped teeth on the locking-bar 7, the 
latter being pivoted in the rear end of jaw 3 
in a recess 4, formed for that purpose, by 
means of a pin 5, which construction admits 

35 of the locking-bar being swung away from 
jaw 6 to permit the latter to be slid and ad 
justed along the bar A to suit the size of the 
nut to be turned. As the locking-bar 7 and 
jaw 6 have an extended toothed surface, it af 

4o fords a rigid and secure fastening for the jaw 
when the locking-bar is in the position shown 
in the drawings. 

Provision is made for locking bar 7 against 
the jaw through the medium of a spring-catch 

45 9. This catch is pivoted upon a pin 10 in the 
yoke 8, mounted on the bar A of the wrench, 
and the end 11 of this catch is normally held 
in contact with the locking-bar 7 by means of 
a plate-spring 13, secured to the catch by the 

5o Screw or rivet 14 and engaging at its free end 

a pin 15, which extends across from one side 
of the yoke 8 to the other. The catch 9 is 
provided with a thumb-piece 12, which ex 
tends rearward in the direction of the han 
dle where it can be easily pressed by the 55 
thumb of the operator when it is desired to 
release and adjust the sliding jaw 6. A spiral 
spring 16 in the pocket 17 presses outwardly 
upon locking-bar 7, so that the moment the 
thumb-piece 12 of the catch 9 is pressed in- 6o 
wardly the spiral spring 16 acts upon the rear 
end of locking-bar 7 to force it outwardly 
and its teeth away from the teeth on jaw 6. 
The moment these teeth clear each other jaw 
6 may be slid back and forth to the required 65 
position on the bar A, whereupon locking 
bar 7 is returned to the position indicated 
in Fig. 2 and the catch to the position indi 
cated in that figure, when the parts are all se 
curely locked together. There is little or no 7 O 
outward pressure from jaw 6 upon locking 
bar 7, and hence the tension of spring 13, 
bearing upon pin 15, is sufficient to hold the 
end 11 of catch9 in contact with locking-bar 7. 

It is evident that slight changes might be 75 
resorted to in the form and arrangement of 
the several parts described without departing 
from the spirit and scope of my invention, 
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to 
the exact construction herein set forth; but, 8o 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination with a main bar, fixed 

and movable jaws of a wrench, the movable 85 
jaw having teeth thereon, of a spring-actuated 
locking-bar having teeth adapted to register 
with the teeth of the movable jaw, a yoke 
mounted on the bar, a catch pivoted thereto, 
and a spring secured to the catch and adapted 9o 
to hold the latter normally against the lock 
ing-bar. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

LOUIS HANEKE. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. D. JoRDAN, 
Z. P. FREEMAN. 

  


