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STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,636,800 

(CTENED ELENEN CLOSE AND CLOTHES 
HAMPER 

Williar. ii. J. Sowney, Winnington, Del. 
Application Agril 5, 1949, Seria Rio. 3,83. 

2. Caixis. (C. 312-323) 

this in Yention relates generally to the class 
of calciasts and is directed particularly to an 
irai'OWei Gaiet stricte designed for Se aS 
a linen closet aid Soiled clothes haper. 
Aprincipal oiject of the present invention is to 

idea, caire, Sircuirefoire of Sheet neta, 

in units and readily asserioled or set up 
fail Se. 

other object of the invention is to provide a 
cabiret. Sicile of the character Stated having 

3 and a lower Section, which sections are 
ined together and wherein the upper 
vided with a pl3rality of renovable 

res air the lower section is provided with a 
S$7icing front, coor panel together With a re 
17.73 is bag or harper which is connected be 
tween the back wall of the section and the door 
panel Whareby, when the door panel is opened, the 
Youth of the hainper is opened ready for the re- : 
ception of soiled clothing or other articles. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an is proved cabinet structure wherein novel 
means is provided for detachably supporting a 
plurality of shelves, Such shelf suppoiting means 
comprising a unit, which is insertible into the 
cabinet through the top thereof. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will become apparent as the description of the 
same proceeds and the invention will be best, 
understCC fro. 3, COInsideration of the follow 
ing detailed description taken in connection with 
the acco inpanying drawings forning a part of the 
Specification, With the understanding, however, 
that the inventioi is not to be inited to the 
exact details of construction shown and de 
Scribed since obvious iodifications will occur to 
a perSO skilled in the art. 

in the dra Wings: 
Figure i is a view in perspective of the linen 

closet, encoSec hairper of the present invention, 
showing the closet door Open and the clothes 
hampsr door open. 

Figure 2 is a horizontal Section of the lower 
section of the structure With the hasniper bag 
renoved and SOWing the door in Opered posi 
tion. 

Figure 3 is a vertical Sectional view taken Sub 
stantially on the line 3-3 of Figure 2 showing 
the bag in position and in transverse Section. 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective of the upper 
portion of the lower section showing the lower 
part of the upper section in dotted outline there 
0. 

Figure 5 is a detailed Section, taken Substan 
tially on the line 5-5 of Figure 2. 

of a novel design whereby it inay be. 
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Figure 6 is a detailed section taken substan 

tially on the line S-6 of Figure 1. 
Sigure 7 is a View in perspective of the upper 

portion of the shelf supporting frame unit. 
Figure 8 is a detailed perspective of one end 

Of a. Shelf it. 
Referring now more particularly to the draw. 

iings the cabinet structure of the present inven 
tio: Coirprises an upper section and a lower 
Section together with a supporting base 2 
Uggia Which the lower section is mounted. 

the cabinet is preferably constructed of sheet 
fetal and the upper portion comprises the 
Side Wals. 3 and back wall 4. The side walls 
is are itained in Wardly at the front of the section 
to provide the front wall panels 5 each of which 
as a vertical edge turned back as indicated at 

86 to for in 2 channel in which a reinforcing strip 
i is Se225'ed. Between the panels 5 is the door 
opening Winich is covered by the door unit 3 
hingesily mounted as at 9 to the inner edge of 
Ggae of the front wall panels 5 as illustrated. 

The door unit 3 is formed of sheet metal hay 
ing inturned flanges 3' which secure against 
the ill&r side of the metal sheet the thin rein 
forcing panel 29 which may be formed of wood 
Oi Other Suitable material. 
The top of the upper section is generally desig 

nated 2 and this comprises a suitable sheet of 
filetal having the surrounding down turned 
iianges 22 which enclose the top edges of the 
Walls 3 &nd it; and the front wall panels 5 and 
Such top unit is secured by bolts, screws or the 
like as designated at 23. Thus it will be seen that 
by removal of the top 2 the hereinafter described 
shelving and Supporting means therefor may be 
re3dly placed in position. 
A bottom shelf 24 is disposed in the upper part 

of the lower Section and in addition to providing 
a botto: n for the upper section provides a top 
for the lower Section as will be readily apparent. 
The lower Section is constructed in a similar 

mainlet to the upper section in that it has the 
Side Walls 25 and back. Well 28 formed preferably 
of a single sheet of sheet metal, the side walls 
having inwardly turned front wall panel forming 
Sections 2, each of which terminates in an in 
Wardly directed flange 28 forming an inwardly 
directed recess or channel in which is fitted a 
reinforcing strip 29 of wood or other suitable 
Caterial. 
AS SiOWn. in Figure 4 the side walls 25 and the 

back Wall 26 of the lower section are extended 
slightly above the top end of the panels 27 and 
the reinforcing strips. 29 forming a fiange 25a. 
This flange portion around the top of the lower 
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Section is inserted into the lower part of the 
upper section whereby to rest the upper Section 
upon the lower section and lower ends of the re 
inforcing inserts 7 and of the front Wall panels 
5 of the upper section rest upon the top ends of 

the reinforcing inserts 29 and the front panels 
27 of the lower Section. After the SectionS are 
assembled in this manner a trin Strip Or band 
3 O is placed around the structure to cover the 
joint between the walls of the upper and lower 
sections and to extend across the joining edges 
of the front Wall panels 5 and 27 and such trim 
strip is secured in place by metal Screws, bolts 
or other suitable securing elements as indicated 
at 3. 
Connecting the ends of the trim strip 30 in the 

front of the cabinet and extending acroSS the 
lower part of the door opening of the upper 
Section and the upper part of the dOOr Opening 
for the lower Section, is a flat rail. 32, the ends of 
Which are Secured to the front Wall panel Sec 
tions of the upper and lower cabinet sections, by 
means of Securing elements 3 which Secure the 
trim Strip in place. 
The lower section side Walls 25 and the back 2 

Wall 26 have the inturned foot flanges 33 Which 
rest upon the top of the base unit 2 and are 
secured thereto by bolts, ScreWS or the like as in 
dicated at 34. The base unit comprises a, sheet 
metal panel 35 which has the down turned fanges 
or skirts 36 whereby there is formed a downWard 
ly opening box-like unit in each of the Corners of 
which is secured a supporting foot 33. The 
metal sheet 35 forms the bottom or fioOr for the 
lower cabinet Section and this floor is provided 
with a plurality of ventilation apertures 38 for 
the purpose hereinafter described. In addition 
to the ventilation apertures there are formed in 
the floor sheet 35, within the door Opening 35d. 
the hinge pin openings 48 by means of Which the 
pivotal mounting of an OutWardly SWinging Or 
tilting door panel is effected. Such door panel 
is generally designated 4 and is preferably Con 
structed in a similar manner to the door 8 in 
that it comprises an outer metal sheet 42 which 
is of a size to fit Within the lowei cabinet Section 
opening 39 and which has the inturned flanges 
43 which engage over the edges of a reinforcing 
panel 44 which is placed against the inner Side 
of the sheet 42 and Which inay be formed Of WOOd, 
pressed fiber board or other Suitable material. 
At the top of the SWinging door unit 4 a por 

tion of the metal sheet 42 is extended upWardly 
to form a lip 45 which, when the door unit 4. 
is closed engages against the for Ward face of the 
rai. 32. 
At the bottom of the door unit 4, a portion 

of the flange 43 extends straight in Wardly, Sub 
stantially perpendicular to the sheet 42 of which 
it forms a part, as indicated at 430, and this in 
Wardly extending portion of the flange carries a 
pair of downwardly and forwardly curving pins 
46, each of which engages loosely in an opening 
40. The pins, loosely engaging in the openings 
40, thus form a hinge connection with the base of 
the cabinet for the door unit 4 which permits 
the door unit to be SWung OutWardly and also 
permits the door unit to be easily and quickly 
detached from the fioOr 35 for removal. 
The upper part of the door unit 4 carries a 

suitable latch 47 which, When the door unit is in 
closed position, engages behind the rail 32 by be 
ing rotated through the medium of the button 
4a. 
A similar rotatable latch 48 is carried by the 
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door unit 8 which engages against the inner 
edge of the inturned flange portion of the ad 
jacent front Wall panel Section 5, When the door 
unit 8 is closed, as Will be readily apparent. 
The back wall 26 of the lower Section of the 

cabinet carries a pair of hooks 49 Which are 
disposed just below the shelf panel 24. Which is 
fixed in the upper part of the OWer cabinet Sec 
tion as shown and there are formed in the back 
Wall, preferably in the upper portion thereof be 
tWeen the hooks 9, ventilating openingS 50. 
Upon the inner Side of the lower Section dOO 

unit are mounted hooks 5 Which COOperate 
With the hooks 49 to Support a Soiled clothes bag 
or hanper 52. This bag 52 is of Substantially V 
shaped cross sectional form as ShoWn in Figure 
3 and adjacent to the top edge of both the front 
and back Wallis 53 it has gromimetS 53' each of 
Which is detachably engaged over a hook Where 
by to Suspend the bag between the front Wall unit 
A and the back Wall 26. The OWeir part of the 
bag rests upon the foor 35 at the Ventilation 
openings 38. Thus it Will be seen that by the 
pi'Ovision of the Openings 38 and 5) a Suitable 
anoVeinent of air through the lower cabinet Sec 
tion may take place to provide for the thorough 
Wentziliation of the bag. 
The upper section has therein a plurality 

of shelves which are Supported, removably, in the 
following novel manner. 

Arrainged in Spaced Irelation. Within the upper 
Section ale the tWO inverted Substantially U 
shaped frames 54 each of Which comprises a top 
trainSVerse or horizontal rail 55 and the Vertical 
Side rails or posts S. One of these frames is 
disposed in the rear part of the cabinet Section 
While the other one is disposed in the front part 
thereof and the lower ends of the posts 56 rest 
upon the fiOor 24. 

Connecting betWeen the adjacent front and 
real postS 53 are the Vertically Spaced horizontal 
rungS 5. Which not only function to naintain 
the frames 33 in the proper Spaced relation but 
also Serve the Inore in portant function. Of Sup 
porting the renovable shelf units 58. Each shelf 
unit, Which is preferably formed Of Sheet Imetal 
of Suitabie Weight, comprises the rectangular 
Sheet 59 Which has the for Ward longitudinal 
edge portion turned down and folded back to 
form the front reinforcing fiange 60. At each 
end of the shelf is a down turned tongue 6 
Which is of a length materially less than the 
Width of the Shelf whereby to provide the Corner 
Spaces 62 in Which the upright postS 56 of the 
Supporting frames position when the tongue 6? 
is inserted between a rung or rail 5 and the ad 
jacent side Wall 3. 

It Will be readily appalent that the Shelf Sup 
porting unit comprising the frameS 54 and the 
connecting rungs or bars SE may be easily placed 
in position. Within the cabinet Section before the 
top 2 is placed and Secured and Since the top 2 
is readily removable it Will be apparent that the 
shelf Supporting unit can be taken out if and 
When desired. 
From the foregoing it Will be ireadily apparent 

that there is provided in the present invention 
a new and novel type Of Combination linen cab 
inet and clothes hamper Wherein the tWO units 
or Sections are constructed and aSSembled in a 
novel manner and Wherein, in the clothes ham 
per unit or Section provision is made for Sup 
porting a renovable clotheS receptacle or bag 
in Such a manner that it will open up upon Open 
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ing of the door to the hamper to facilitate the 
placing of soiled linen therein. 

Jit will also be apparent that the present Con 
struction for the shelving in the upper section of 
the cabinet is such that the construction and a S 
sembling of the shelving in the section may be 
effected with a minimum of effort and the shelves 
are supported in such a manner that they may be 
easily and quickly removed for cleaning When 
neceSSary. 
I claim: 
1. In a clothes hamper, a supporting base, a 

compartment forming body mounted on the base 
and comprising top, bottom, back and side Walls, 
and an open front, the bottom wall having a Se 
ries of ventilating apertures spaced along its 
longitudinal center, a door hinged for Outward 
and downward swinging movement normally 
closing the open front, a bag-like container of 
V-form in transverse section within the body, 
and means carried by the back wall and the door 
engageable with the top end of the back and 
front walls of the container for detachably 
suspending the container in place, the bottom of 
the bag being disposed in close proximity to and 
inline with the said apertures. 
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2. The clothes hamper as defined in claim i, 

with the said bag suspension means comprising 
hook elements carried adjacent the top of the 
back Wall, other hook elements carried on the 
door opposite from the first hook elements, and 
grommets secured in the tops of the rear and 
front Walls of the container and engaged with 
the hook elements. 

WILLIAM. H. J. DOWNEY. 
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