
G., M. SPENCER, 
BANJO ATTACHMENT, 

APPLICATION FILED JULY 7, 1909. 

Patented Mar. 8, 1910, 

Fil--- 

KS 

SS E 

xy 

/6 F-E- 
311-uo 41-Eot 

o G 67, (5. 6/7662/ 
(26.e. 46-4-2e. saz,233. / 

THCGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, s. G 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  



t 

5. 

2 S 

3 

45 

50 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE IVATEIIAS S2ENCER, GE ORO'WILLE, WASEINGTON. 

BA's AACEEENia. 

951,492. 
Application filed July 7, 1903. 

To all ushom, it many concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE MATIIIAs 

SPEN CER, a subject of the King of England, 
residing at Oroville, in the county of Olkan 
ogan and State of Washington, have in 
vented certain new and useful improvements 
in Banjo Attachments; and I do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

sound modifying attachments for banjos. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

an attachment of this clharacter by means of 
which the tone of the banjo is greatly im 
proved and a lighter action provided. 
A further object is to provide an attach 

ment of this character which may be readily 
3 applied to a banjo to produce the desired 

results. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists of certain novel 
features of construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully 
described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

in the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 
is a top plan view of a banjo with the handle 
broken off showing the application of the 
invention thereto; Fig. 2 is a bottom plan 
view thereof; Fig. 3 is a vertical longitu 
dinal section of the head on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1: Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view of the 
Saine on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1: Fig. 5 is a 
detail perspective view of the outer bridge 
of the attachment: Fig. 6 is a similar view 
of the inner bridge of the attachment. 

in the embodiment of the invention, 
provide an outer bridge 1 which is adapted 
to be engaged with the head of the banjo 
and with the strings in the usual manner. 
The bridge 1 comprises a fiat plate 2 hav 
ing at one end a reduced stein 3 and at its 
opposite end a transverse cleat 4 provided 
with notches to receive the strings of the 
banjo. On the under side of the plate 2 is arranged a head engaging spacing mem 
ber 5. . 

In connection with the outer bridge 1, 
provide an inner bridge member 6 which is 
arranged on the inner side of the head be 
tween the same and the inner brace bar 7 
of the head supporting frame 8. The inner 
bridge member 6 is here shown and prefer 
ably consists of a series of laterally pro 
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jecting arms 9 of which there may be any 
suitable number, four of said arms being 
shown in the present instance. The arms 9, 
as here shown, project at right angles to 
each other and on the outer ends thereof are 
formed laterally projecting lugs 10 which 
are engaged with the inner side of the head 
of the banjo. 
The inner bridge member 6 is held in po 

sition and operatively connected with the 
reduced stem 3 of the outer bridge by a 
String 11 which is preferably formed of cat 
gut but which may be of any suitable mate 
rial, and is inserted through apertures 12 
formed in the inner member 6 and through 
Small perforations formed in the head of the 
banjo and through the apertured ends of a 
bridge piece 13 arranged over the stem 3 
and holding this end of the bridge 1. The 
string after being thus passed through the 
inner bridge member 6, the head of the 
banjo and the bridge piece i3, as described, 
has its ends tied, thus rigidly securing the 
inner bridge member in place. The bridge 
piece 13 serves to hold the stem end of the 
outer bridge 1 and also prevents the string 
11 from cutting through the head of the 
banjo. 

By providing an attachment constructed 
and arranged as herein shown and de 
scribed, a counter vibration is produced on 
the inner side of the head of the banjo and 
thereby providing a lighter action and im 
proving the tone of the instrument. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, the construction and operation of the 
invention will be readily understood with 
out requiring a more extended explanation. 

arious changes in the form, proportion 
and the minor details of construction may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
principle or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of the invention, as defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
claim is: 
1. The combination with a banjo head of 

an outer bridge, an inner bridge, a bridge 
piece to hold said outer bridge in position, 
and a connection between said bridge piece 
and the instrument. 

2. The combination with a banjo head, of 
an outer bridge arranged on the outer face 
of said head, said bridge having a re 
duced stem, an inner bridge engaged with 
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the inner side of the head of the banjo, said the head of the banjo and said inner bridge J. () 
inner bridge comprising a series of laterally to secure the bridges in operative position. 
projecting arms or bars having at their In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
Outer ends head engaging lugs adapted to my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 

GEORGE MATHAS SPENCER. 
Witnesses: 

R. P. Hosky N, 
Mrs. J. A. STEWARI. 

5 banjo, a bridge piece arranged on the outer 
side of the head to hold the stem end of the 
outer bridge, and a connection extending 
through and engaged with said bridge piece, 

engage the inner side of the head of the nesses. 

  


