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1

(ClL 4—149)

The invention relates to a support for a shower

curtain for use with a tub or shower stall.
Shower curtains when in use usually hang ver-
tically substantially the length of the tub from
a bar above the tub and rigid with the walls of
the room. The lower end of the curtain usually
hangs inside of and contacts a side wall of the
tub so that water from the shower falling upon
the curtain drains into the tub. If the user stops
the drain in the tub and permits water to accu-
mulste therein, the lower edge of the curtain
may hang in the water and become thoroughly
soaked. When the shower is no longer being
used, the upper part of the curtain dries readily,

since it is exposed to free air circulation and i

water drains to the curtain lower end. . The
lower end because it contacts the tub, dries more
slowly, or not at all, and frequently mildews and
gives off unpleasant odors.

The main-chject of the present invention is to
provide for. movement of the curtain between a
normal use position described above, and a dry-
ing position in which the curtain hangs sub-
stantially unfolded and extends substantially the
length of the tub with the lower end of the cur-
tain free of contact with the tub. To move the
curtain to the latter position, its lower end may
be moved upwardly, inwardly, outwardly, or in
any desired combination of these movements.

Another object is to convert existing rigidly :

mounted shower curtain supports to the teach-
ings of the present invention,

These and other detail objects will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from the follow-
ing description and accompanymg drawings in
which: .

Figurelisa transverse vertical section through
a tub and shower curtain and shows one form
of the invention, the curtain being shown in
position for use in solid lines and in drying posi-
tion in dot-dash lines.

Figure 2 is in part a detail side view and in
part a vertical section, taken approximately on
the line 2—2 of Figure 3, of the support shown
in Wigure 1 and drawn to enlarged scale,

Figure 3 is in part a front view and in part
a vertical section taken approximately on the
line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a detail perspective of the support
base.

Figures 5 and 7 are transverse vertical sections
taken approximately on line 5—5 of Figure 6
and on line 1--1 of Figure 8, respectively, and
show other forms of the invention.

Figure 6 is a front view of the support shown
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in Figure 5 and a portion of the shower curtain
supported thereby.

Figure 8 is a longitudinal vertical section taken
approximately on the line 8—8 of Figure 7.

In Figure 1 is shown a bath tub { having side
walls 2 and 3 and end walls 4 (only one being
shown). A shower head 5 is supported by a
wall 6 of the bath room. Valves T control the
flow of water from shower head 5. The structure

described in itself does not constitute the present
invention.

In Figures 1 to 4, shower curtain 8 is supported
by rings 9 from a rod (0 mounted at each-of its
Bracket |{ comprises a
base 12, attached rigidly to wall 6 by screws 2a,
and a swinging arm 13 pivoted thereto by a lock-
ing kolt {4 and mounting rod I0.

Arm (3 swings vertically in the direction of
the arrow (Figures 1 and 2) about pivot bolt 14
‘and provides for movement of rod 10 and curtain
8 between a normal use position, (shown in solid
lines in Figure 1) in which the lower end of the
curtain hangs within the tub and contacts side
wall 2 and a drying position, (shown in dot~dash
lines in Figure 1) in which the curtain is moved
inwardly and upwardly relative to the tub and its
lower end is free of contact therewith. When
curtain 8 is in use position, arm 13 is suspended
vertically from base 12 and when curtain 8 is in
drying position arm {3 is inclined upwardly and
inwardly of the tub. Arm {3 is held in the latter
position by its engagement with a projection 15
on base 12. The length of arm {3 and the angle
of its movement relative to base 12 may be varied
as desired as long as the lower end of curtain
8 in drying position does not contact side wall 2
of tub 1.

In Figures 5 and 6, a hollow box-like housmg
21 is attached rigidly to a room wall 22 at each
end of a tub (not shown) by screws 23. Housing
21 has side walls 24, 25, end walls 26, 27 and top
and bottom walls 28, 29. Housing side wall 24 is
detachably. secured to the housing by screws 30
and is slotted longitudinally at 31. :

A shower curtain 32 is attached to a rod 33
by rings 34. A member 35, attached to each end
of rod 33 by a screw 36, is slidably received in slot
31 of wall 24 so that rod 33 and curtain 32 may
The end of
member 35 has a flange 37 larger than the width
of slot 31 to prevent accidental withdrawal of
member 35 therefrom.

Housing 21 preferably is positioned above the
tub so that when member 35 and rod 33 are ab
one end of slot 31 the lower end of curfain 32
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contacts the inside portion of the side of the
tub, and when member 35 and rod 33 are at the
opposite end of slot 31 curtain 32 is positioned
inwardly of the tub and its lower end does not
contact the tub,

Member 35 is assembled to housing 2f by re-
moving the member from rod 33 and inserting
the small end of the member through slot 31 in
housing side wall 24 while the side wall is sepa-
rated fromr the remainder of the housing, Side
wall 24 and member 35 then may be assembled
to housing 21 and rod 33, respectively.

Shower curtain rods and supporting brackets
used heretofore and mounted rigidly on the walls
at the ends of the tub may be used with housing
21 by cutting away the upper and lower portions
of the bracket flange similarly to member 35.
Housing 21 may be set in a recess in the room wall
as shown so that the same length rod may be
used, or housing 2{ may be mounted on the sur-
face of the wall and the rod may be shortened.

In Figures 7 and 8, curtain supporting rod £0
comprising a metal tube 40¢ and a wooden core
400 has a roller 4{ rotatably mounted at: each. of
its ends by a. screw 42, Roller 41 is received in a
box-like hausing 43 having a body 24 and a cap
45 fitting over ome end of body 44, Inwardly
extending tits. 46 on the cap are reeeived in
recesses 41 in the body and secure the cap thereto.
A side wall 48 of body 44 and the associated side
wall 49 of cap 45 are slotted at 58 to recsive
screw 42. Roller 44 preferably is larger in diam-
eter than the width ef slot 58 to maintain assem-
bly of red 40 and housing 43. Also slot 30 prefer-

ably is narrower than the diameter of rod 40 »;

to Mmit lateral movement of roller 41 within

housing 43 toward the supporting wall.
Housing 43 preferably is positioned above the

tul: «not shown) so that when roller 44 and rod

40 are at-one end of housing 43, the lower end .

of the curtain (not shown) contacts the side of
the tuh. When roller 41 and rod 49 are at the
opposite end of housing 43, the curtain is moved
inwardly of the tub and its lower end does not
contaet. the tub. As roller 41 moves from one
end of housing 43 to the other, the roller rolls
onthe innmer surface of hottom wall §f. Upward
prejections 52 near the ends of the inner face of
bottom wall 51 engage roller 44 in the positions
described and prevent accidental movement of
the eurtzin from ene position to aneother.

Rod 40 and roller 41 are assembled to housing
43 by inserting the roller in the open end of body
44 when cap 45 is removed. Cap 45 then is
assemhled to bhody 44 to prevent accidental with-
drawal of roller 41 from the body.

If desired roller 4{ may be assembled rigidly
10 rod 40 and slet 50 may he wide eunough to
receive rod 40 but narrower than the diameter of
roller 41, With this arrangement rod 40 rofates
with roller &t and within the curtain supporting
rings.

Housing 24 of Figures b and 6 and housing 43
of Figures 7 and 8§ are interchangeable and may
be used with either strueture shown in these
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ficures. Tt may be desirable to incline housings
21 and 43 on the associated walls so that the
rod and curtain move rearwardly and upwardly.

With the arrangements described, the lower
part of the curtain will dry readily when it is
moved to drying position and will not mildew and
give off unpleasant odors.

The details of construction may be varied sub-
stantially without departing from the spirit of
the invention, and the exclusive use of those
modifications coming within the secope of the
claims is contemplated.

‘What I claim is:

1. In eembination, a bath tub having a side
wall, bracket bases substantially directly above
the ends of said side wall, a swinging member
piveted ta each of said bases, a support extend-
ing between the swinging ends of said members,
a shower curtain suspended therefrom, said
swinging member being movakle between a posi-
tion in which sald swinging member is suspended
substantially vertically from said base member,
and the lowsr end of the curtain centaets the
inner face of said wall, and a position: in which
sald swinging member is inclined frem the
bracket upwardly and inwardly of the tub and
the lower end of the curiain is raised relative to
and meved inwardly from said wall, and a nro-
jecting element on ane of said members engaging
the other member and maintaining said swinging
member in the latter position:.

2. In' combination, a bath tub with an elon-
gated side wall, a vertically disposed shower cur-
tain, a substantially horizontal rod supporting
said curtain above said tub with the -curtain
disposed substantially the entire lengthh of the
tub, a bracket supporting each end of said rod
and providing for movement of said raod and said
curtain between a normal use pesition, in which
the rod is substantially directly above said wall
and the lower end of said curtain hangs within
and contacts a. pertion of said wall, and a drying
position in which said rod is moved inwardly of
the tub from its normal position and is substan-
tially parallel to its use position, and the lower
end of said curtain is spaced inwardly from said
tub. '
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