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To allwhom it may congern: =~ =

Be it known that I, LiacstiNn MacLaca-
LAN, a citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, and resident of Chicago, Gook county,

Tllinois, have invented a certain new and

useful Improvement in Devices for Filling in
Trenches or Ditches, of which the following
is a specification: o N
My invention relates to means for return-
ing the excavated dirt to the ditch or trench,
after the tile or pipe has been laid therein.
Ordinarily, this is done by hand, but such
method is slow and expensive.’ Machines

or devices for this purpose, in my judgment,

have not been satisfactory. :
The cbject of my invention is, therefore,
to provide a novel, effective and easily oper-
ated contrivance which can be pulled along
the side of the ditch or trench,like a scraper,
and which will deflect the dirt into the ditch

or trench, being adapted to slide like a shovel.

below the heaped up dirt, in order to loosen
the same, and to then crowd the loose dirt
sidewise into the ditch or trench, after the
pipe or tile has been laid therein. o

To this and other useful ends, my inven-
tion consists in matters hereinafter set forth
and claimed. ‘ R

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1

is a perspective of a dirt shovel embodying

the principles of my invention. Fig. 2 is a
plan of the same. Fig.3isa side elevation
thereof. Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the

said shovel trimmed on its side for conven--
jence of illustration. Fig. 5 is a fragmen-')
tary view showing a modification of ‘my in--

vention. L
As thus illustrated, my invention com-
prises a metal plate A which is substantially
triangular in shape, and which has a down-
turned flange or runner ¢ that slides on.the
face of the bank at the upper edge thereof,
whereby lateral displacement of the shovel
is prevented. The said plate has a front
cutting edge o* that cuts under the heaped-
up dirt at the side of the ditch or trench.

The oblique deflector B is secured by a.

lower flange b to the plate A, along the an-
gular rear edge thereof, and has a front cut-
ting edge b* and an upper flange 5%, being
formed from sheet metal or other material.
A brace b° prevents the deflector' B from
giving way under the pressure of the dirt. A
draft connection C runs to the front of the

de“ﬂec‘to’_r‘ B, and by this ari‘angement the dirt
shovel thus constructed is pulled along the
side of the excavation. The plate A cuts

~under: the -dirt, and . the ‘deflector B then
shoves the dirt sidewise and into the ditch.

The runner ¢ holds the shovel to its work.
If desired, another draft connection, or hitch

‘D, may be secured. to the plate A, near the

runner a, in order to counteract the side
draft of the connection C, if ‘any develops.
Tt is obvious, however, that the ‘apparatus

“for pulling the shovel ahead may be of any
suitable, known or approved character. I

do not, therefore, limit myself to the exact
conistruction shown and described.

“What I claim as my invention is:

1. A back filling shovel comprising a hori-
zontal wall which rests flatwise upon the

- ground having a cutting edge at its forward

end, a depending runner extending along
the edge of said wall, adapted to slide along
the vertically disposed side of the trench,
forming an apron for delivering the dirt
from said wall to- the ‘trench, and an up-
standing deflector mounted on said wall,
disposed at an angle with its rear end at

the side of the trench, extending continu-

‘ously ‘along the upper surface of said wall
to the front end thereof, the said runner and
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deflector converging to the rear end of the .

shovel ‘and sdid shovel being held by said
runner against displacement away from the
ditch. ‘ ‘

2. A back filling shovel comprising a hori-
zontal wall which rests flatwise upon the
ground having a cutting edge at its forward
end, a depending runner extending along the
edge of said wall, adapted to slide along the
vertically disposed side of the trench, form-
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ing an apron for delivering the dirt from -

said wall to the trench, and an upstanding
deflector mounted on said wall, disposed at

an angle with its rear end at the side of the.

trench, extending continuously along the
upper surface of said wall to the front end
thereof, the said runner and deflector. con-
verging to the rear end of the shovel and
said shovel being held by said runner against
displacement away from the ditch, together
with a flange along the upper edge of said
deflector, overhanging the front surface
thereof. o :

" 8. A back filling shovel comprising a hori-
zontal wall which rests flatwise upon the
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ground hm‘rmg a cuttmg edg’é at its forward
end, a depending runner extending alorg the

- edge of said wall; adapted to slide along the

19

- thereof, the said.

vertically dispesed side of the trenchi, form-
ing an apron for delivering the dirt from
said wall to the trench, and an upstanding
deflector mounted on said wall, disposed’ at
an-angle with its rear end.at the side of the
trench, extending continuously, .along the:
upper surface of
runney and, deflector. con-

said wall to the front end |

i,112,018

said shovel being held by said runner aéainst

" displacement away from the ditch, together

' with a-deaft-connection . for the forward end 15

' of said shovel, and means for adjusting said

_connection,

'~ Signed by me at-Chicago, I11., this 27th
day of November 1912,

. LACHLAN MacLACHLAN.
Witnesses:
H. KNUDSQN_{,) =

verging to the rear end of the shovel and
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G. E. GRANSTROM.
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