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maintained in engagement with the roller 9 by means of 
a spring 17 that is held in tension between a pin 18 that 
bridges the interior of the tubular standard 11 and a swivel 
16 at the lower end of a connecting rod 7. The upper end 
of this connecting rod 7 projects through a suitable open 
ing in the cup shaped cam 8 and is connected operatively 
thereto by a pin 6 that is arranged for manual insertion 
into a desired one of several holes 20, 21, 22 formed in 
the rod 7. The upper end of the rod 7 is bent so as to 
form a handle enabling manual withdrawal of the con 
necting rod 7 when it is desired to change the placement 
of the pin 6. Preferably, one end of the pin 6 is bent 
downwardly to enter a small hole in the cup-shaped can 8 
so as to preclude its accidental withdrawal from the con 
necting rod 7 during operation of the device. 
When the device has been assembled and adjusted for a 

right-handed batter, the normal disposition of the parts 
will be as illustrated in Fig. 1 with the roller 9 in engage 
ment with the low point 25 of the cam 8. If it is assumed 
that the batter directly hits the ball, the same will move 
from the position illustrated in Fig. 1 and in full lines 
in Fig. 3 to eventually arrive at the position illustrated 
in Fig. 2 and in phantom lines in Fig. 3. During this 
movement of 180°, the cam 8 is caused to shift upwardly 
to eventually reach engagement with the roller 9 at its 
high point 24 as shown in Fig. 2; and as the cam 8 raises, 
the amount of tension of spring 17 increases. As a con 
sequence, a gradual increase in the resistance to the cir 
cular motion of the ball is experienced during its first 
half revolution. If the ball is struck insufficiently hard 
to complete one-half revolution, it will be quickly returned 
by rotation in the opposite direction to its starting point, 
as illustrated in Fig. 1. If on the other hand, the striking 
force is greater, the ball will move more than 180° and 
thereafter continue in the same direction and complete 
one full revolution to return to its starting point. In cer 
tain cases, the ball may be struck sufficiently hard to 
achieve two or more complete revolutions; but whenever 
the force of impact has been expended, the ball 1 will be 
immediately returned to its starting point by a motion 
which in each case will be less than one-half of a revolu 
tion. Furthermore, when the ball is returned to its start 
ing position, the low point 25 of the cam 8 comes into 
contact with the roller 9 whereupon damping forces are 
encountered to quickly eliminate oscillation of the ball. 
When the ball is struck directly or centrally, it will 

move substantially in a horizontal plane, rising just slight 
ly as the cam 8 climbs the roller 9. A certain amount of 
the shock of such contact is absorbed in the helical por 
tion 3a of the arm 3 and as a consequence, excessive shock 
of engagement between the cam 8 and roller 9 is avoided. 
On the other hand, if the ball is hit a glancing blow, the 
helical portion 3a of the rod 3 permits limited oscillation 
of the ball in an up and down direction, which will im 
mediately indicate to the batter that additional practice 
is required in order to achieve more solid and central bat 
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4 
ting contact. By observation of the number of revolutions 
obtainable by a given batter and taking into consideration 
the setting of the tension of spring 17, a batter may ascer 
tain how great and how rapid he is improving. 

Various alterations and modifications may be made 
without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 
As a consequence, the foregoing description of a preferred 
embodiment thereof is to be considered as merely exem 
plary and not in a limiting sense; the actual scope of the 
invention being indicated by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A batting practice device which comprises a ball, a 

cylindrical cam mounting said ball at a position displaced 
from the axis of said cam, means mounting said cam for 
rotation and axial shifting movement, a roller rigidly sup 
ported for engagement with the face of said cam, and 
resilient means operably engaging said cam to resist axial 
motion of said cam in a manner such that rotation of said 
cam and said ball mounted thereon is resiliently retarded. 

2. A batting practice device according to claim 1 where 
in said cylindrical cam has a cam face extending helically 
for one-half the circumference of said cam and extending 
helically in a direction of opposite pitch for the remaining 
half of the circumference of said cylindrical cam. 

3. A batting practice device according to claim 1 where 
in said resilient means comprises a tensioned Spring. 

4. A batting practice device according to claim 3 con 
prising means for adjusting the tension of Said spring. 

5. A batting practice device which comprises a ball, 
an arm supporting said ball at its end, the end of said arm 
being bent substantially rectangularly to the remainder 
thereof, a cylindrical cam supporting said arm to extend 
radially therefrom and for adjustment about its longitudi 
nal axis whereby said arm can be disposed with its ball 
carrying end selectively directed in either of two opposite 
directions, means mounting said cam for rotation and 
axial shifting movement, a roller rigidly Supported for 
engagement with the face of said cam, and resilient means 
operably engaging said cam to resist axial motion of said 
cam in a manner such that rotation of said cam, said arm 
supported thereby, and said ball mounted at the end of 
said arm is resiliently retarded. 
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