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This invention relates to improvements in canvas 
stretching frames. One object of the invention is to pro 
vide such a frame, composed of separable strips for 
stretching canvas paintings, the ends of said strips being 
mitered at the front side, which strips may be forced 
uniformely apart by wedges driven in between adjoining 
ends of the strips essentially parallel to the mitered 
edges. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a de 
vice of the above-mentioned character which is simple 
and durable in construction, reliable and efficient in use 
and inexpensive to manufacture. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent during the course of the following description. 

In the accompanying drawing, forming a part of this 
specification and in which like numerals are employed 
to designate like parts throughout the same. 

FIG. 1 is a plane view of the front side of the frame, 
FIG. 2 is a plane view of the back side of the frame, 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged scaled plane view of the front 

side of the upper left corner portion of the frame, 
FIG. 4 is an edge view seen from the left hand and 
FIG. 5 is an edge view seen from above of the corner 

portion as shown in FIG. 3, 
FIG. 6 is an inner edge view of one strip of the frame 

and 
FIGS. 7 and 8 are perspective views of the end por 

tions of the strips as visible in FIG. 3, before their joining. 
In the drawing, whereinfor the purpose of illustration 

I have shown a preferred embodiment of my invention, 
the frame consists of four strips 1, the ends of which 
are mitered at their front side as at 4 and preferably 
under an angle of 45. Each of said mitered ends has 
a tongue 5 and groove 7 for interlocking engagement 
with the ends of adjoining strips, said tongues having 
edges 6, which are parallel to the longitudinal marginal 
edges of the strip in question. The front face of each 
strip has a bead 2 along its marginal outer edge, over 
which the canvas extends when stretched, and within 
said bead the front face has a milled down portion 3. 
The canvas 11 is secured to the frame by any securing 
means such as tacks 12. 

In the mitered edges of the strips grooves 8 are pro 
vided for wedges 9 for the forcing apart of adjoining 

The inner surface of each groove 
8 is forming a less angle with the longitudinal edges 
of the strip than the mitered edge 4, so that by a wedge 
with a corresponding wedge angle driven in Such a groove 
with an edge contacting said inner surface and another 
edge contacting either the mitered edge 4 of the ad 
joining strip or a corresponding wedge in said adjoining 
strip just in front of said first mentioned wedge the two 
strips may be uniformly driven somewhat apart in or 
der to have the canvas stretched. 

Naturally the two strips may also be forced somewhat 
apart by only one wedge with the double wedge angle 
driven in two grooves 8 facing each other in the adjoin 
ing strips. . 
An advantage with the mitered edges of the strips is 

that the strips can be sawn off in desired lengths from 
long strips provided with a bead 2 along one marginal 
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edge, whereby the ready frame obtains such beads along 
its marginal outer edges. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A canvas stretching frame comprising a plurality of 

Separate strips, each of said strips being mitered at their 
remote ends, said strips being further provided with bead 
Structure extending longitudinally along their length, 
said mitered ends of said strips being provided with a 
complementary tongue and groove structure at their front 
and rear faces for locking interengagement of the ends 
of the strips together in perpendicular relation to one 
another to form corners, each of said strips being further 
provided with Wedge grooves adjacent said tongue and 
groove structure for forcing the strips apart in a per 
pendicular direction to the adjoining mitered edges, when 
the Wedges are introduced into the grooves, said wedge 
grooves being formed in said mitered ends at a tapered, 
ever increasing angle relative to the mitered edge, fa 
cilitating the introduction of a wedge into said grooves 
and accommodating the wedging action, said wedge 
grooves converging toward one another along an axis 
diagonal to the length of the perpendicular converging 
remote ends of Said strips, a pair of wedges introducible 
into the Wedge grooves of each of said corners, said pair 
of wedges having their inner opposing surfaces parallel 
with one another and having their outer opposing sur 
faces tapered relative to one another to conform to the 
taper of said Wedge grooves, each of said wedges being 
individually movable relative to the other to independ 
ently adjust and separate the strips apart at their remote 
ends for stretching. 

2. A canvas stretching frame comprising a plurality of 
separate strips, each of said strips being mitered at their 
remote ends, said strips being further provided with bead 
structure extending longitudinally along their length, 
said mitered ends of said strips being provided with a 
complementary tongue and groove structure at their front 
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and rear faces for locking interengagement of the ends 
of the strips together in perpendicular relation to one 
another to form corners, each of said strips being further 
provided with wedge grooves adjacent said tongue and 
groove structure for forcing the strips apart in a per 
pendicular direction to the adjoining mitered edges, when 
the wedges are introduced into the grooves, said wedge 
grooves being formed in said imitered ends at a tapered, 
ever increasing angle relative to the mitered edge, fa 
cilitating the introduction of a wedge into said grooves 
and accommodating the wedging action, wedge means 
including a wedge having an angle along one side sim 
ilar to one of the wedge grooves and facing the bottom 
of said groove and including a separate surface in the 
adjoining strip which is parallel to the mitered end of 
said strip and to the other side of said wedge. 

3. A canvas stretching frame according to claim 2, 
wherein said separate surface in the adjoining strip com 
prises a smiliar wedge. 
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