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( 57 ) ABSTRACT 
‘ NCSX2 is a new cultivar of hybrid Spiraea that is a 
triploid , with red - purple new foliage color , red - purple flow 
ers , and continuous blooming throughout the growing sea 
son from May to October . The new variety is a Spiraea 
normally produced as an outdoor garden or container plant . 
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Latin name of the genus and species : Spiraea hybrid . K . and T . G . Ranney . 2013 . Ploidy levels and relative 
Varietal denomination : ‘ NCSX2 ' . genome sizes of species , hybrids , and cultivars of dogwood 

( Corunus spp . ) . HortScience 48 ( 7 ) : 825 - 830 ; Wilson , R . L . 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION and W . A . Hoch . 2009 . Identification of sterile , noninvasive 

The present invention comprises a new and distinct hybrid a 5 cultivars of Japanese spirea . Hortscience 44 ( 7 ) : 2031 - 2034 . 
Spiraea cultivar hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name COMPARISON TO PARENTAL VARIETIES ‘ NCSX2 ' . This new Spiraea was developed through a 
breeding program at Mills River , N . C . ‘ NCSX2 ' was 
selected from a population of seedlings grown from a NCSX2 differs from the female parent “ Zelda ' in that 
controlled cross of Spiraea " Zelda ' ( U . S . Plant Pat . No . 10 ‘ NCSX2 ' is a triploid , has continuous blooming from May 
21 . 976 P2 , diploid ) as the seed parent and Spiraea japonica to October , and has red - purple flowers while ‘ Zelda ' is a 
H2007 - 101 - 003 ( unpatented , tetraploid ) as the pollen par - diploid , is not continuous blooming , and has dark pink 
ent . The first asexual propagation of ‘ NCSX2 ' was carried colored flowers . ‘ NCSX2 ' differs from the male parent 
out in July 2012 by rooting stem cuttings at a research H2007 - 101 - 003 in that ‘ NCSX2 ' is a triploid , has blooming 
nursery in Mills River , N . C . and has been asexually repro - 15 from May to October , has green foliage color , and has 
duced repeatedly by vegetative cuttings over a 5 - year period . red - purple flowers while H2007 - 101 - 003 is a tetraploid , is 
‘ NCSX2 ' roots readily from softwood cuttings treated with not continuous blooming , has yellow foliage color , and has 
a basal dip of 4 , 000 to 5 , 000 ppm indole butyric acid pink - colored flowers . 
( potassium salt ) in water . ‘ NCSX2 ' has been found to retain 
its distinctive characteristics through successive asexual 20 COMPARISON WITH COMMERCIAL 
propagations . CULTIVARS 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ‘ NCSX2 is distinguished from most commercial culti 
vars in that ‘ NCSX2 is a triploid selection whereas most The following are the unique combination of character 

istics of this new cultivar when grown under standard | 25 taxa of S . japonica including ‘ Albiflora ' ( unpatented ) , 
horticultural practices at a research greenhouse in Mills ‘ Anthony Waterer ' ( unpatented ) , ' Candlelight ' ( unpatented ) , 
River , N . C . ‘ Crispa ' ( unpatented ) , “ Dakota Goldcharm® ' , var . alpina , 

1 . Triploid with a 2C genome size of approximately 0 . 9 ‘ Daphne ' ( unpatented ) , ' Darts Red ' ( unpatented ) , “ Flaming 
Mound ' ( unpatented ) , ' Flowering Choice ' ( U . S . Plant Pat . pg . 

2 . Continuous blooming from May to October . 30 No . 13 , 916 ) , ' Froebelii ' ( unpatented ) , ' Golden Princess ' 
3 . Red - purple flower color and red - purple new foliage ( U . S . Plant Pat . No . 7 , 537 ) , ' Goldflame ' ( unpatented ) , 

color . ' Goldmound ( unpatented ) , " Gumball ( unpatented ) , 
‘ Lemon Princess ' ( unpatented ) , ‘ Little Princess ' ( un 

CITATIONS patented ) , ‘ Magic Carpet ' ( U . S . Plant Pat . No . 9 , 363 ) , ‘ Neon 
35 Flash ' ( unpatented ) , ‘ Norma ' ( unpatented ) , and “ Shibori ? 

Genome size is further discussed in the following publi - ( unpatented ) , are diploids while S . j . var . fortunei is a 
cations , which are incorporated herein by reference : Shearer , tetraploid ( Wilson and Hoch , 2009 ) . Although ‘ NCSX2 ' and 
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DNA content : 2C DNA contend was determined following 
the methods of Shearer and Ranney ( 2013 ) using 4 ' , 
6 - diamidino - 2 - phenylindole ( DAPI ) fluorochrome stain 
and Pisum sativum ' Ctirad ' as an internal standard . Mean 
2C DNA content for ‘ NCSX1 ' was 0 . 90 pg , which is 
consistent for a triploid based on research where 2C DNA 
contents for diploid S . japonica ranged from 0 . 52 - 0 . 61 pg 
( Wilson and Hoch , 2009 ) . 

Disease and insect resistance : Neither resistance nor sus 
ceptibility to normal diseases and pests has been 
observed . 

Cold hardiness : At least USDA zone 5 ; testing has not been 
completed in colder zones . 
What is claimed is : 
1 . A new and distinct hybrid Spiraea plant named 

‘ NCSX2 ' substantially as illustrated and described herein . 
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