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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, M. ELMER STEPHEN-
SON, of La Porte, in the county of Larimer and
State of Colorado, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Twine-Holders;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear,and exact description of the inven-
tion, Whlch will enable others skilled in the art
to Whlch itappertainsto make and usethe same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved
twine-holder; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same
opened; and Fig.3is a view of the spring-
catch.

.Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has relation totwine-holders;
and it consists in the improved construction
and combination of parts of a twine-holder
adapted to be suspended above the place where
it is to be used, and to retract part of the
twine after as much as desired has been used
and severed, out of the way of:the person
using it, as hereinafter more fully described
and clalmed

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
indicates an oblong frame, having an eye, B,
in its upper end for suspension, and a groove,

- G, in its lower end, over which. a flat spring,
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D, bears, which is free at one end, so as to
allow the twine to be slipped in under it in

the-groove.

The side pieces, E, of the frame are straight
and parallel, and two parallel rods, I¥, are fast-
ened at their upper and lower ends to the
side pieces, forming ways G, in which the trun-
nions H of the twine-receptacle I travel. This
receptacle, which may be spherical, cylindri-
cal, or oval, as desired, and may be made in
any ornamental style, is divided in two halves
in the plane of its axle, the two halves being
hinged together at J, and held closed by a
spring-catch, K, Thls catch consists of a

“spring-wire, the bent end I of which is passed

through a hole, M, in one of two ribs, N, which
pass around the receptacle in a plane at right
angles to the axle, forming a gutter, O, around
the receptacle.” From the hole M the wire is
passed down along the rib, over the edge of

the one half, and is bent double over a projec-
tion or edge of a notch, P, upon the rib of the
other half, from Whence 11: is carried back and
its other bent end, Q, inserted into a hole, R,
below hole M, the end Q passing over and
holding down the straight part of the, wire
passing from hole M.

To the trunnions H are fastened two cords,
3, the upper ends of which are fastened to
two projections, T, at the upper ends of ways
G, so that when the receptacle is turned upon
lts trunnions it will wind the cords upon them
and rise in the frame, and when allowed to fall
will rotate in the opposité direction.

‘When the holder is to be used, the twine is
placed in the receptacle and the end of it car-
ried outthrough two notches, U, in the edges of
the two halvesat the center of the gutter, and
at the side where the catch is, whereupon it
is wound several times around the receptacle
in the guftter and passed out in groove C at the
lower end.

It will now be seen that when the device is
suspended above the place where it is to be
used and the end of the twine is drawn down
it will rotate the receptacle, winding cords S,
and lifting it up in the frame, when as much
twine as is necessary may be drawn out.
‘When the end now is released, the receptacle
will descend in its ways, rotating upon its
axle, and wind part of the twine arorund itself
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between the ribs, which will draw the end of .

the twinesufficiently above the counter orother
place where it is used to be out of the way, and
yet within easy reach. .

I claim—

1. The twine-holder consisting of aframe in
which the twine-receptacle is journaled, hav-
ing means for rotating it in the opposite di-
rection to the one in which it is revolved by
unwinding the twine, as and for the purpose
shown and set forth.

2. The spring-cateh consisting of the wire,
the bent upper end, L, of which is fastened in
hole M, bent down and. back to form a loop,
and having its other bent end, Q, passing
through alower hole, R, and overlappiog the
straight portion of it, substantially as and for

‘the purpose shown and set forth,

3. The combination of the oblong frame A,
having notch or groove C in itslower end, and
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flat spring D, and the twine- receptacle hav- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
ing means for revolving it, as and for the pur- my own'I have hereunto affixed my signature 10
pose shown and. set forth, in presence of two witnesses.
4. The combination of the frame A, havmg
5 ways &, and twine-receptacle I, turmng upon M. ELMER STEPH ENS OX.
truumons H, having cords S, and having gut- Witnesses:
ter O, as and for the pnrpose shown and set T. J. MONTGOMERY,
- forth, _ , JAMES BUCHANAN.
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