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To all chon it may concern : 
Be it known that I, ALFRED J. PARK, of 

Virginia, in the county of Bates, State of Mis 
souri, have invented a new and useful lim 
provement in Hame-Fasteners; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full and clear 
description of the same. 
The nature of this invention consists in pro 

viding for an improved locking device for 
hame-fasteners, which can be readily adjusted, 
cheaply constructed, and is not liable to be 
accidentally detached or to get out of order. 
The invention will be readily understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the two parts 
of the hame-fastener assembled together as 
in use. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional ele 
vation of the two parts of the fasteuer sep 
arated from each other. Fig. 3 is a general 
plan of the parts, as shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 
is a bottom plan of the thumb-piece or latch. 
The two parts of the fastening A B are to 

be made of metal, preferable of cast-iron. 
The piece A has a longitudinal socket, into 
which the free end of B is inserted when the 
parts are assembled. The free end of B, be 
tween its extreme end and the linea at of Fig. 
3, is made rectangular in section, and the rest 
of the shank of B that enters the socket of A. 
(i.e., the part between the lines a a and y y of 
Fig. 3) is made cylindrical, so as to exhibit 
no irregular or broken line where the two 
pieces are joined together, and are prevented 
from rotating by the square part within the 
socket, Mortises a b, in the respective pieces 
A B, form loops, by which the said ends are 
attached to the top or bottom of the hames, 
which attachment can be made by either metal 

or leather straps; metal, however, is preferred. 
These connections form a swinging or hinged 
joint, connecting the improved fastenings with 
the hames. A latch, C, pivoted at c in the 
socket-piece A, has a thumb-piece, c', extend 
ing below the body of the piece A, in a con 
venient position to be operated by the thumb 
or finger of the person using it. A catch, c’, 
on the upper and inner end of the latch-piece 
C, is made to engage in one of the several 
notches b' in the bottom edge of the piece B, 
so as to hold the parts together. Several of . 
the notches b' are provided, so as to accom 
modate the hames being fitted onto any-size 
collar. A slide, D, is fitted to the outer end 
of thumb-piece c of the latch C, to which it is 
secured by a rivet passing through the slot c 
of the latch-piece. This slot permits the slide 
D to be moved down, so as to press lightly 
between the latch C and the socket-piece A, 
thereby preventing the catch c” from becom 
ing disengaged from the notch b', and so lock 
ing the parts securely together. A guard 
piece, E, is formed on the bottom part of A, 
so as to embrace and protect the latch C from 
accidentally displacing itself when coming in 
contact with any obstacle. 
Having thus described my invention, I cle 

sire to claim 
In a hame-fastener, consisting of a rod and 

thimble, united and adjusted by a latch or catch, 
the combination, with the lever-arm of the 
latch, of locking-slide D, substantially as de 
scribed. 
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