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This invention relates to ‘baby Bathing stanhds
of the tybe having a collapsible bathiub and a
dressing table.

One of the outstanding Teatures of the preséht
device is its compactness whéhn folded, énablihg it
to be stored in small space in a closet, behitid
4 doof, or hifig upon a wall, Where 1t will .be
out of the way in places where Space is limited,
as in simall apaitments.

Another feature resides in the prowsmn of a
réctangular tub frame of light construction and
adapted to support the ¢ollapsible tub at all four
sides.
 Another featuie of this ifivéntion is embodied
in the use of a pair of U-Shaped. foldmg legs
which ¢oact with the tub frame to férm. a rigid
light framework and having the advantages that
it is easy and inexpensive to manufaéture, read-
ily extended for use, and félded intoe .compact
fofm with equal éase.

Anéther feature is the prov1s10n at the lower
portions of the legs of remforcmg ¢ross braces
which bridge the fronf Wall 6f ah ordinary bath-
tub, enabling the rear legs o6 be placed in the
tiib while the front leg§ are dxsposed on the
outside close to the wall of the tub. This gives
100 for the nufseé or mother 0 operate the
device in a small bathroom, and still pérmits it
t0 be used in the uSual Way on ahy floor surface.
" As a further departure from prior bathing
stands of this kind the dressing table is pivoted
to swing upward to one sidé instead of to the
back of the tub. In the present éxample the
dressing table when out of use extends in.a ver-
tzcal posmon at the fight of the tub ‘where it is
upon the top of the tub fraine, )

Accordinig to anothér féeature of this invention
the collapsible fub is provided with an underly-
ing harness which helps support the weight of
the tub. During the folding operation of the
legs the harness is drawn upward against the
bottom of the tub and flattens or compacts the
fabric in a manner to élear the folding parts and
give neatness to the folded appliaiice.

.Various other features of advantage will be
apparent as the description proceeds. Reference
is- to be made to the accompanyirg drawings
which illustrate ohe of thé practical forms of
the inventicn. _ ‘ '

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of & folding bath-
ing stand made according to the invention; ané
showmg the device féady for use.

Pig. 2 is 4 detail of a élamp a8 seen oh the
section line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig, 3 is a fragmentary view.showing the dress-
ing table restmg upon the tuib frame.

Fig. 4 is a.lengthwise sectioni on the line 4—4

of a turnbiickle associatéd with the leg frames.

Pig. 5 shows the stand ifi the process of bemg
folded.

-Fig. 6 shows the stand Iully folded and ready
for storing. , ‘
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Referring to PFig. 1 of the drawings, the refer-

ence numeral {8 indicates a rectangular frame
comprising lengthwme frame sections i and
cross-braces 12. The ends of the sections | are
directed dowriward at {3 and pivotally connected
by suitable fasteners such as rivets or bolts 14 to
the upper portions {5 of U=shaped leg members
16 .which include the top cross-bars (1. The
arrangement is such that the downwardly di-
rected or curved portions (3 of the frame see«
tions Il contact the cross-bars 171 at the points
of infersection 18. 'This gives rigidity to the
structure and establishes the outward spread of
the leg members 6.
A spreader bar (9 is pivoted to the lez mem-
bers 18 at the points 20 and 2!, the left hand
portion 22 being of small eross-section t0 tele-
scope within the right hand portion 23. A
knurled sleeve 24 is threaded at 25 onte bortion
23 and acts as a turnbuckle. Tubular pertion
22 carries a headed push pin 26 normally forced
outward through an opening 27 by a spring 28
loeated within a recess 29 of g plug 30 afixed
to the tube 22. The enclosed end of the tubula®
portion 23 is internally tapered at 3i. ‘When
the sleeve 24 is rotated to move it in the direc-
tion of arrow A the end 32 of the sleeve bears
against the pin 26 and forees the leg miembers
16 apart, theréby bringing pressure against the
intersecting points of contact 18 of the frame
sections {! and the cross<bars 11, giving rigidity
to the entire structure. The portion 22 of the
spreader bar 19 may be provided with an extend-
ing part 33 having a return bend 34 pivoted at
35 to the rear portion of the left leg member,
providing mounting means for a tray 36 secured
in place by fasteners 31.

‘The foldable tub 38 may combprise any suif-
able material such as rubberized fabrié¢ ahd has
front and rear sides 39, ends 40, and bottom #1,
the top edges being secured as by loops 42 and
43 to the respective sections {1 and cross-braces
{2 forming thHe rectangular frame (0. Further
support is given the fabric tub 38 LY a harness

5 which may be in the form of a-pair of strips 44

anchored by loops 45 to the cross-bars IT of leg
members 16. The straps 44 extend over the eross-
braces 12 and thén downward on the outside of
the tub to the bottom 41 where they next extend
lengthwise along the bottom and are reinforeed
by transverse straps 47. The ehds 48 of the tub
33-have notches 46 to give Bassage for the straps
44, The tub may be easily drained through a
flexible tube 48 the fréé eénd of which is con=
veniently clipped irito a sprifig élamp 50 secured
at 51 to the front section (1 preferably above
the water level. ) ]

-A dreéssing table 52 i the form of a U-shaped
tubular frame 53 has its free ends curved at 54
and_connected to the pivots or bolts 14 §o that

" it may be-swung vertically to the right as shown

in Pig. 1, or pulled dewnwaid to the position of

--use indicated in Fig. 3 whefe the tablé rests upon
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the underlying framework. The table is usually
provided with a tight fitting bag-like cover 55
which is pulled on over the frame and can be
quickly replaced when needed: The cover may

consist of any suitable kind of fabric and pro--

vides a sanitary support for the infant.

Any suitable means may be used for holding~

the table 52 in its different positions of adjust-
ment. For simplicity a star wheel comprising a
pair of radially corrugated plates or disks are
rotatably clamped together by the bolts (4.
Disk 58 is secured to the curved portion of the
front frame section {1 by-a fastener 58 and a
spacing sleeve 59, while the disk 57 is fastened
by a rivet or screw 68 to the curved portion 54
of frame 53. This enables the leg members 16
to be-moved independently of the dressing table
frame,

Reinforecing bars 61 are provided at the lower
portions of the leg members 6. In order that
the device may be used in an ordinary bathroom
where- space is limited, the reinforcing bars 61
are shaped as illustrated to clear the front wall
W of the house bathtub T, allowing the rear feet
62 to rest upon the inside of the bathtub while

4
the frame t6 swing upwardly toward the frame
and downwardly away from the frame; a rectan-
gular collapsible tub supported at four sides by
the frame, an adjustable spreader device form-
ing a link between the leg members, and a tray
carried by an extension of the spreader device.
2. A baby bathing stand comprising a rectan-

- gular frame, leg members pivoted to said frame

10

at opposite ends thereof, a collapsible tub se-
cured at its upper edges to said frame, and a

. harness connected to -the leg members above

15
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their pivots to the frame and extending beneath
the tub, said leg members exerting pulls on said
harness in opposite directions to collapse the
tub when. said leg members are swung toward
each other to folded positions beneath said
frame. ) : )

3. A baby bathing stand comprising a rigid
rectangular frame, inverted U-shaped leg mem-
bers pivoted adjacent their upper ends to said
frame, a collapsible tub suspended from said

- frame, and reinforcing bars for the lower por-

the front feet 63 rest upon the floor of the bath-

room immediately in front of the wall of the
bathtub.. This is accomplished by bending the
bars 61 to provide the lower horizontal portions
64, the upper horizontal portions 65, and the
vertical rise portions 68, affording good bracing
and adapting the frames for use on different
styles of bathtubs where the shapes of the tub
walls may. vary considerably. In those cases
where the ftop edge of the tub wall is high above
the floor level, the upper portions 65 of the re-
inforéing bars can rest upon the edge of the tub
while. the vertical rises 66 act as backing pieces
which prevent the stand from working its way
forward toward the operator. .

The stand .can be readily collapsed by un-
screwing the sleeve 24 away from the pin 26 and
then pushing down on the pin so that it will
ride info the telescoping portion 23, as will be
clear from the construction shown in Fig. 4.
The taper 31 forces the push pin 26 down
against the spring. pressure and guides the pin
onto the inner surface of the tube 23 allowing
the other tubular portion 22 to slide thereinto

" during the folding operation of the leg members °

as illustrated in Fig. 5.

During the folding of the legs the harness
straps. 44 exert an upward pull upon the bottom
of the.collapsible tub flattening the fabric to-
ward-the rectangular framework above and pre-
venting entanglement with the. folding -parts.
This also has the advantage that the entire
folding and compacting of the parts takes place
through the simple operation of swinging - the
leg members about pivots to bring them to. their
collapsed. positions beneath the tub structure.

. It is to be noted that the tray 36 is within easy
‘reach at the left as the operator faces the stand
and provides a convenient place for the usual
accessories, while the spreader bar (9 is useful
as.a towel rack. ' The front frame section 11 may
be used as a suppert for a pocket flap, or the
latter may be formed as a part of the tub fabric.
Various modifications of the foregoing may

be made" within the scope of ‘the following  *

-claims.
i Iclaim: 3 L :
1. A baby bathing stand comprising ‘g rectan-

gular frame having two long sides and two short.

sides, leg members pivoted to the short sides of

30

tions of the leg members, said bars being shaped
to clear the front wall of a house bathtub,
whereby the stand may be placed with its rear
feet in said bathtub while the front feet rest
upon the floor on the outside of said bathtub,
each of said bars including a vertical rise por-
tion between the front and rear legs of each leg
member, said vertical portions of said bars act-
ing as stops o engage the inner face of the

" front wall of the bath tub to prevent shifting of

the stand toward the operator. ‘
4,°A baby bathing stand comprising a col-
lapsible tub, a frame supporting said tub, leg

. members pivoted to said frame, and a telescop-

40
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ing spreader bar for holding said leg members
in operative position, said stand being provided
with means. for compacting said tub when said
leg- members are moved about their pivots to
inoperative positions. ' :

5. A baby. bathing stand comprising a tub and
a supporting frame therefor, leg members piv-
otally connected to said frame, a telescoping
spreader bar having its opposite ends pivoted to

. the opposite leg members, a tray carried by said

G
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spreader bar, and means operated by said leg
members for compacting said tub when the leg
members are moved about their pivots to col-
lapsed positions toward the plane of the tray
beneath the tub supporting frame. :
MORTON D. RECHLER.
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