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This present invention is characterized by means 
adapted to engage one end of a tin can between configured 
rollers and to then pass the can through the rollers; 
much after the fashion of a wringer used for clothes, so 
that the can is flattened and thus presents greatly reduced 
volume. 
The collection and disposal of garbage is gradually 

becoming a more and more complex and aggravating 
problem. Garbage is normally divided into such articies 
as burnable garbage, food materials that have proved 
value and may be salvaged for certain types of livestock 
or may be disposed of by incorporation into sanitary filis 
and unburnables such as bottles and cans. The bulk of 
the volume today, however, consists of these tin cans and 
bottles, of which the bottles are presently being salvaged 
in many parts of the country for the glass they contain or 
for re-use. However the tin can has for the present no 
apparent salvage value. Tin cans, because of their rela 
tively short life under grougd cannot be employed in 
sanitary fills without being crushed or flattened and this 
use is not particularly desirable due to the fact that as the 
cans rust away there is a marked tendency for the fill to 
settle with all the attendant problems that may result, 
especially when the property may later be required to 
bear the weight of buildings. 
Many communities employ incinerators for a great 

portion of their garbage, in which case normally the burn 
abies are employed to dry out and burn many of the food 
wastes. However, the problem of sorting garbage is a 
very difficult and expensive one but if the tin cans are 
not sorted out of the average incinerator it soon becomes 
filled to a point where the operation must be shut down 
until the tin cans are cleaned out of the incinerator. 

Tin cans form a great portion of the bulk of the 
garbage as it is picked up from the average home, res 
taurant and the like adding materially to the cost of gar 
bage collection. This is particularly noted by home own 
ers where garbage is collected on the basis of so much 
per full garbage can. in many communities ordinances 
have been passed requiring the crushing or flattening of 
tin cans just to overcome some of the bulk in handiing, 
it being estimated that the ordinary hand hammered tin 
can will easily be reduced to one tenth of the bulk it 
occupied in its normal state. There is ever indication 
that local ordinances of this order will graduaily coine 
into more general use as the garbage collection and dis 
posal problem becomes more acute. In the past numerous 
devices have been produced for the crushing and flattening 
of tin cans but of these, those which have been inspected 
have been bulky, costly devices intended more for com 
mercial establishments than for the home. In this present 
invention means are provided for crushing and flattening 
various types of cans and doing it by means so simple 
in construction that they can easily be operated by the 
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housewife. This simplicity of construction also keeps 
the cost well within the ordinary household budget. 
The principal object of this present invention therefore, 

is to provide a can flattening device of econcmical con 
struction which can be operated with ease by the average 
housewife. 
A further object of this invention is to provide means 

employing spaced apart rollers which are configured so 
as to grip tin cans of the type used as food containers, 
and carry them threugh the reduced space between the 
two rollers and thus effect their fiattening with a minimum 
of effort and in a substantially uniform manner. 
A further cbject is to provide a means for flattening cans 

which lends itself to a wide range of capacity requirements 
so that it may be built either in a form particularly suit 
able for househoud use, in which case it would be nor 
mally manually operated, or the equipment may be 
power operated and increased very appreciably in size So 
as to take care of a greater volume such as might be re 
quired in larger residences, commercial establishments, 
restaurants and the like. - 
A further object of this present invention is to provide 

means for flattening various forms of cans, particularly 
f the type employing non-ferrous metais such as alumi 
num, in which it is possible to make the can as a die draw 
ing in which method the can is normally die-formed with 
out any bottom reinforcing rim. This new form of con 
struction can be easily engaged by a modified type of 
roller configuration and the cans thus made economically 
available for salvage. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a means 

which will flatten cans in a manner particularly facilitat 
ing the salvage of the metal from which the cans are made. 

Further objects, advantages and capabilities will be 
apparent from the description and disclosure in the draw 
ings, or may be comprehended or are inherent in the 
evice. 
In the drawings: 
FE GURE 1 is a vertical cross-sectional view illustrat 

ing the drive means employed to revolve the two roilers 
in their can flattening operation. 
FIGURES 2 and 3 illustrate respectively two steps in 

the can flattening operation, the rollers being shown in 
iiagrannmatic form. 
FIGURES 4 and 5 are a top plan view and a vertical 

cross-sectional view respectively, FIGURE 5 being taken 
along the liri e 3-3 of FIGURË 4 iliustrating a forrn 
of roller configuration for use with metal cans not em 
ploying a pronounced bottom rim as well as conventional 
C.S. 

Referring more particularly to the disclosure in the 
drawings, the numerals 8 and 2 designate respectively 
the two rollers as they are normally employed in the 
simplest form of our device. They are provided with 
suitable horizontally aligned journals 14 which in turn 
are supported on suitable bearings, the preferred form 
being of the prelubricated type of anti-friction bearing 
indicated at E6. 

Bearings 6 are suitably supported in a colimon frame 
as 18 so as to provide against any separation of the rollers 
during the can flattening operation. Rollers 0 and 12 
are configured on their outer Surface So as to form en 
gaging means for the cans being crushed or flattened. 
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planar cuts in said combined planar position running out 156,479 Brown ----------------- Nov. 3, 1874 
to nothing at their adjacent edges. 215,718 Capewell -------------- May 27, 1879 

5. The subject matter of claim 4 in which a one-way 382,947 Brown ---------------- May 15, 1888 
ratchet wheel is secured to one of said rollers, a pawl 446,612 Pigott ----------------- Feb. 17, 1891 
disposed to operatively engage said ratchet wheel and a 5 459,340 Wheeler ---------------- Sept. 8, 1891 
lever for manual operation operatively connected to said 2,373,057 Shinn ------------------ Apr. 3, 1945 
pawl. 2,446,898 Alvarez ---------------- Aug. 10, 1948 
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