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To all chom it may concerni 
Beit known that I, MILEs WESLEY, a citi 

zen of the United States of America, and 
resident of Bethelridge, in the county of 
Casey and State of Kentucky, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Fasteners for Crate-Covers, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to shipping and 

storing vessels and particularly to a case 
designed for the shipping of eggs and other 
commodities. 
An object of this invention is to provide 

novel means for securing the cover of a 
shipping crate in place and for holding the 
cover retaining member in place and lock 
ing thesame against accidental removal. 
A still further object of this invention is 

to provide the latch or fastener for holding 
a top retaining member in place, the said 
latch having novel means to permit its ma 
nipulation for disengaging the sane So that 
by an upward pull on the latch releasing 
member the said latch is released and ele 
vated clear of the path of travel of the top 
retaining member. 
By the arrangement of parts justindi 

cated a convenient, durable and efficient 
cover retaining member and latch is pro 
vided. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the details 
of construction and in the arrangement and 
combination of parts to be hereinafter more 
fully set forth and claimed. 

In describing the invention in detail, ref 
erence will be had to the accompanying 
drawings forming part of this specification 
wherein like characters denote correspond 
ing parts in the several views, and in 
which 

Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of 
a crate or receptacle with a top and top re 
taining member embodying the invention 
applied thereto; Fig. 2 illustrates a longi 
tudinal sectional view of the said container, 
the said section being taken to one side of 
the latch; Fig. 3 illustrates an enlarged de 
tail view showing a section of a fragment 
of a container with the top retaining device 
in section and the latch in elevation; and 
Fig. 4 illustrates a detail view of the latch 
guide and catch. 

In these drawings 5 denotes the crate or 
container which may be of any appropriate 
construction and with any appropriate in 

ternal partitions according to the com 
modity to be carried but as the partitions 
do not form a part of the present invention 
they are not shown and Will not be de 
scribed in detail. 
As a means for retaining the outer ends 

of the cover in close contact with the upper 
surface of the sides and ends of the con 
tainer, a retaining clip is provided at each 
end, said clip comprising a strip of metal 
shaped to produce the downwardly extend 
ing ends 11 which are connected to the sides 
of the containerby the pivots 12, the por 
tion 13 of the clip between the downwardy extending portions being adapted to overlie 
and engage the cover 10 when the parts are 
in the position of adjustment shown in Fig. 
1 Wherein the said cover is clamped into po sition by the hinged clip. 
The cover 10 is provided with a latch 14 

having one endsecured to the cover 10 by 
fastenings 15 which may be of any appro 
priate type such as rivets, the said latch 
having a downwardly extending end 16 
terminating in a lug 17 forming a shoulder 
which fits under the edge of the guide plate 
18. The guide comprises an inner plate 18 
and an outer plate 19, the latter of which 
has its ends inturned and interposed be 
tween the plates 18 and 19 for the purpose 
of Spacing the said plates 18 and 19 apart 
to Such an extentasto form a way or slot 
20 for the admission therein of the latch, 
the said plates 18 and 19 being Secured to 
gether and to the end of the container by 
appropriate fastenings Such as 21. The de 
pending portion 16 of the latch is further 
provided with a downwardly extending 
guiding member 22, the Said member 22 hav 
ing a looped upper end as shown at: 23 
where it is Secured to the latch by fastenings 
such as 24. The depending member 22 ex 
tends on the outside of the plate 19 and is 
provided with an eye 25 for the reception 
of a ring 26, by which the latch is manipu 
lated. The latch has an offset portion 14º 
forming a clearance for the receptacle of the 
clip when the said clip is in engagement 
with the cover. - 

In the operation or use of the invention, 
the latch 14 may be elevated as shown by 
the dotted line position thereof in Fig. 2 
when the clip is free to be moved to the 
dotted line position in said Fig. 2 after 
which the cover 10 is free to be swung on 
its hinge. After the cover is returned to 
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its closed position, the clip may be sWungto 
the full line position illustrated in Fig. 2 
and the latch may be released So that it will 
descend into engagement with the retaining 
member formed by the bars 18 and 19 in 
which position the bail will be retained in 
place until the latch is released through the 
manipulation heretofore described. 

I claim 
1. In combination, a fastener adapted to 

be used with a crate and cover comprising 
a bail pivoted at one end of the crate and 
adapted to be swung over the cover said 
fastener having a depending portion at the 
end of the crate, the said depending portion 
retaining the bail in place, and a latch re 
taining member secured to the crate for 
holding the latch in locked position. 

2. In combination, a fastener adapted to 
be used with a crate and cover comprising a 
bail of substantially U-shape pivotally Se 
cured to the crate, a latch member Secured 
to the said cover, the said latch member 
having an off set portion forming a clear 
ance for said bail, and means for retaining 
the latch in locked position. 

3. In combination, a fastener adapted to 
be used with a crate and cover, comprising 
a bail adapted to swing upwardly and en 
gage the cover, a latch member for engaging 
the bail for holding the same into engage 
ment with the cover, and a keeper for re 
ceiving one end of the latch. 

4. In combination, a fastener adapted to 
be used with a crate and cover comprisinga 
bail having a portion adapted to Overlie 
and engage the cover and depending por 
tions, means for pivoting the depending 
portions of the bail to the crate, a latch se 
cured to the cover and having an offset por 
tion forming a clearance for the bail, said 
latch having a depending portion eXtend 
ing down the end of the crate, a latch re 
taining device at the end of the crate, Said 
latch retaining device comprising strips of 
material Spaced apartito form a Way for 
the latch, and means for Securing the said 
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latch retaining member to the crate and 
holding the parts thereto in spaced relation 
to each other. 

5. In combination, a fastener adapted to 
be used with a crate and cover comprisinga 
bail comprising a portion adapted to over 
lie and engage the cover and depending 
portions, means for pivoting the depending 
portions of the bail to the crate, a latch se 
cured to the cover and having an offset por 
tion forming a clearance for the bail, said 
latch having a depending portion eXtending 
down the end of the crate, a latch retaining 
member at the end of the crate, a depending 
member Secured to the latch, and a manu 
ally operated connection with said depend 
ing member Whereby the latch is manipu 
lated. 

6. In combination with a shipping crate, 
a fastener comprising a bail pivotally se 
cured to One end of the crate, a guiding 
member Secured to each end of the crate, a 
latch member comprising a resilient strip 
of metal having a lug on one end thereof, 
the Said lug adapted to extend through the 
guiding member and engage the lower edge 
thereof, and means on the latch member for 
manually manipulating the Same. 

7. In combination, a fastener adapted to 
be used with a crate and cover comprisinga 
bail Secured to the crate, a gulding member 
secured to the crate adiacent the upper 
edges thereof, a latch member secured to the 
cover, the latch member having a lug on one 
end thereof, and an offset portion intermedi 
ate its length, the said lug adapted to ex 
tend through the guiding member and en 
gage the under surface thereof, means on 
one end of the latch member for disengag 
ing the lug, and means for retaining the 
latch in locked position. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

MILES VVESLEY. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE WHILES, 
CLAUDY VVESLEY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.º 
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