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This invention relates to curtain-supporting clips and, 
in particular, to a clip for supporting a folding or accor 
dion-type curtain or door. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a clip which 
may be used in conjunction with a plurality of similar 
clips to suspend a folding type curtain or door from an 
overhead support. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a curtain 
clip which can be molded in one piece from a suitable 
material, such as nylon, and which can be attached to 
the curtain to be supported merely by insertion of the 
edge of the curtain into the clip. Another object of the 
invention is to provide a curtain clip which can be sus 
pended from an overhead track and which can be moved 
transversely and also rotated in the track. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a clip 
for supporting a prefabricated curtain, the clip having 
interior shoulders which are snapped into preformed 
grooves or slots in the curtain. A further object of the 
invention is to provide such a clip in which the interior 
shoulders have flat horizontal upper surfaces which en 
gage corresponding surfaces in the grooves or slots in 
the curtain. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
curtain clip of the type described which is inexpensive 
to manufacture and simple to install and one which has 
an exceedingly long life, being capable of at least 70,000 
cycles of operation. 
The invention also comprises novel details of construc 

tion and novel combinations and arrangements of parts 
which will more fully appear in the course of the follow 
ing description. The drawing merely shows and the de 
scription merely describes a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention in which the above stated objects 
have been achieved which is given by way of illustration 
or example. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is an isometric view of a preferred embodiment 

of the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a view showing a plurality of the clips of Fig. 

1 supporting a folding curtain from an overhead track; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the 

line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 of 

Fig. 3; and 
Fig. 5 is a bottom view of the embodiment of Fig. 1. 
The clip 10 of the invention is preferably molded as a 

single piece from a suitable flexible material, such as 
nylon, although of course it could be fabricated from 
several pieces and be composed of various materials if 
desired. Opposing plate-like side members 11, f2 are 
joined at their upper edges by a central body portion 13. 
The side and bottom edges of the side members 11, 12 
are tapered to provide a neat appearing junction between 
the clip and any material positioned between the side 
members. 
A cylindrical shank 15 is centrally positioned on the 
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central body portion 13 and extends upward therefrom, 
terminating in an enlarged button or head 16 which is 
frusto-conical in shape. 
A shoulder 20 extends outward from the surface 21 

of the side member 11 toward the opposing side member 
12 with the outer edge 22 of the shoulder 20 preferably 
contacting the Surface 23 of the side member 2. A 
similar shoulder 25, horizontally aligned with the shoulder 
20, extends outward from the surface 23 toward the side 
member 11, also preferably with its outer edge 26 con 
tacting the surface 21. The upper Surfaces of the shoul 
ders 20 and 25 are flat and lie in the same horizontal 
plane. The lower surfaces of the shoulders slope up 
ward and outward from the adjoining side member. 
When used to support a folding curtain, a plurality 

of the clips 19 is suspended from an overhead track 30 
(Figs. 2 and 3) which comprises a hollow rectangular 
beam 3A fastened to a header 32 by suitable means such 
as screws 33. Moldings 35, 36 may be installed on 
each side of the beam 31 in order to conceal it. An 
opening 37 in the lower side of the beam 31 extends for 
the length of the beam, the shank 15 of the clip 0 
being a sliding fit in the opening 37. At one end of the 
beam 3i, a larger opening 33 permits the head i6 of 
the clip to be inserted into the beam. 
A pluiality of horizontally disposed slots 40 positioned 

near the upper edge of a folding curtain 41 permits a 
plurality of the clips 10 to be attached to the curtain for 
supporting the latter. A clip may be mounted on the 
curtain by positioning the upper edge of the curtain be 
tween the opposing side members of the clip and then 
exerting a light force on the clip toward the curtain. 
The upper edge of the curtain pushes against the sloping 
lower surfaces of the shoulders and springs the side 
members apart. When the curtain is moved to the posi 
tion shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the opposing side members 
return to their normal spacing with the shoulders posi 
tioned within the slots and the curtain resting on their 
upper surfaces. Thus, the curtain is firmly supported 
by the clip which may slide and rotate in the opening 
in the overhead beam, permitting the curtain to be moved 
at wiil. Each of the slots 40 in the curtain 42 of Fig. 4 
is made slightly larger than the respective shoulders 28 
and 25, leaving a web 42 between the slots to prevent 
sagging of the curtain. If a stiff curtain material is 
utilized or if some sagging is not objectionable, the web 
could be omitted thereby making the slots 43 greater than 
the combined width of the two shoulders. 

In Fig. 4, the curtain 41 is shown with a notch 43 
in its upper edge above the slots 40. This notch provides 
clearance for the central body portion 3 of the cip 
thereby reducing the gap between the beam and the 
curtain. 

Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention 
has been disclosed and discussed, it will be understood 
that other applications of the invention are possible and 
that the embodiment disciosed may be subjected to various 
changes, modifications and substitutions without neces 
sarily departing from the spirit of the invention. 

For example, the surfaces of the curtain which rest 
on the shoulder of the clip may be provided by a pair 
of opposing grooves which extend only part way into 
the curtain, rather than being an opening as seen in Figs. 
3 and 4. Then each shoulder would extend only part 
way across the space between the side members. Also, 
the shoulders could be positioned opposite each other 
rather than being displaced horizontally, with each ex 
tending part way through the curtain, similar to the 
shoulders described in the preceding sentence. 

claim as my invention: 
1. A clip for carrying a curtain or the like in an over 
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head track, the curtain having preformed horizontally 
disposed support surfaces, the clip comprising: a pair 
of spaced, opposing, upstanding plates joined at their 
upper edges, each of said plates having a shoulder pro 
jecting outward from a side thereof toward the opposing 
plate, said shoulders being in horizontal alignment and 
being displaced horizontally from each other, said plates 
being capable of repeatedly flexing away from each other 
for moving each of said shoulders away from the oppos 
ing plate to permit the curtain to be repeatedly inserted 
therebetween and removed therefrom, said shoulders be 
ing adapted to engage the support surfaces for supporting 
the curtain; and an upstanding shank attached to said 
plates at said juncture of their upper edges, said shank 
including a cylindrical section adjacent said juncture and 
an enlarged section at the upper end of said shank re 
mote from said juncture, said shank being slidably and 
rotatably engageable with the overhead track with said 
enlarged section retaining said clip in the overhead track. 

2. In combination: a sheet of material for positioning 
in a vertical plate, said sheet being flexible at least along 
spaced vertical axes, said sheet having a plurality of 
horizontally aligned openings adjacent the upper edge 
thereof; and a plurality of sheet supporting clips remov 
ably disposed along said upper edge, each of said clips 
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having an inverted U-shaped body and means for sup 
porting said body from an overhead track, with a portion 
of said sheet including at least one of said openings 
positioned in the space between the arms of said U, 
each of the arms having a shoulder projecting hori 
zontally therefrom toward the opposite arm across said 
space for entering one of said openings, said shoulders 
being in horizontal alignment. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

776,549 Redington ------------- Dec. 6, 1904 
1,160,573 Byron ---------------- Nov. 16, 1915 
1,345,868 Meyer ---------------- July 6, 1920 
2,267,249 Monner --------------- Dec. 23, 1941 
2,542,077 Gershen --------------- Feb. 20, 1951 
2,583,020 Smith ---------------- Jan. 22, 1952 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
764,734 France ---------------- Mar. 12, 1934 

OTHER REFERENCES 
Plastics Bulletin, volume 12, 1950, page 192. E. I. 

du Pont de Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Delaware. 


