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This invention relates to improvements in

body adjusters. : '

- 'The primary object of this invention is the

provision .of an adjuster device for holding

- & the bodies of deceased persons in proper po-
sition for embalming. o

A further object of this invention is the

provision of an improved body -adjuster

adapted for use by undertakers for the pur-

10 pose of holding the arms and head of the

deceased person in proper position with re-

spect to the trunk, until the body becomes
rigid. o .

A further object of this invention is the
provision of an improved body adjuster in-
cluding- an improved adjustable means- for
arranging the head so that the chin is in
proper relation to the body prior-to and
during. the embalming operation. ;

A turther object of this invention.is the
provision of a body adjuster for use by un-
dertalkers, - including 1mproved adjustable
features whereby to. properly support the
arms and head of deceased persons; the de-
5 vice being adaptable for use-and adjustable

to persons of various sizes. .

Other objects and advantages of ‘this in-
vention will be apparent during the course

. of the following detailed description.
30 - In the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification, and wherein sumi-
lar. reference characters designate: corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views,

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec-
tion, of the improved body adjuster, show-
ing the relative arrangement of parts.

Figure 2 is a plan view of the improved
body adjuster. o : -

Figures 3 and 4 are cross sectional views
taken substantially on their respective lines
in Figure 2 of the drawings. :

In'the drawing, wherein for the: purpose
of illustration is shown only a preferred em-
bodiment of this invention, the letter A
5 may generally designate the improved body

adjuster which may include a frame B, hav-
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ing an improved adjustable head rest and-

body support C thereon, and improved arms
supporting devices. D. RO

Referring to the main frame B, the same
is preferably of metal, and includes the lon-
gitudinally extending bar or support mem-

ber 10, and the end cross member 11; said -

members 10 and 11 being respectively adapt-
55 ed to adjustably support the head rest C
and arm supporting devices D. The mem-
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ber 10 is connected at one end thereof sub-
stantially midway between the ends of the
cross: member 11, by means of a plurality
of detachable. countersunk head screws 1.
At the outer ends or terminals of the cross
bar 11, which supports the arm supporting
devices D, the said bar is provided with
supporting lugs or extensions 15, adapted to
rest upon the supporting table or other sur-

face in order to space the bar 11 above the

sald supporting table or surface, in the re-
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lation illustrated in Figures 1 and 3 of the -

drawings.” The bars 10 and 11 of the frame
B arearranged at right angles to each other,
and head rest C is slidable along the bar 10,
longitudinally of the corpse, whereas the
arm supporting devices D are adjustable
transversely on the bar 11. = =
- Referring to the head rest C, the same is
adjustable longitudinally on the bar 10, and
in the main is provided to hold the head ele-
vated, and to adjust the chin properly to
throw the same up or down with relation to
the torso of the corpse. To this end the
head adjuster device ‘C includes the rack
frame 20; head supporting frame 21; and
pawl 22 for holding the head frame 21 ‘ele-
vated in any desired adjustment with respect
to the rack frame 20. - AR
The rack frame 20 comprises a substan-
tially U-shaped metal body portion 28,
which includes the rack rails 24 and 25 and
the transverse connecting portion 26. -The
rack rails 24 and 25 are provided with series
of teeth 27 upon the upper edges thereof,

- along which the pawl 22 engages. - At the

free ends of the rack rails 24 and 25, oppo-
site the transverse connecting piece 26, is a
transverse connecting member 28, which ig
best illustrated in Figure 4 of the drawings,
and is shown as including upturned end por-
tions 29 to which the free ends of the rack
rails 24 and 25 are connected, as by pins 30.
The transverse member 28 is Tecessed in-
wardly of the top surface thereof, and across

this recessed portion is placed a strap 82;

which is likewise recessed and provides a

guide passageway 34 in which the longitudi- -
nal frame bar 10 .is slidably positioned, to -
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adjustably. mount the head rest C upon the

frame B, as is illustrated in various views
of the drawing.

the side arms 35 and 36 adjustably connected

~at their lower ends to the pins 30 above men-

tioned, and from. thence extending rear-

The head supporting frame 21 includes -
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 of the drawings.
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wardly towards the rear cross portion 26 of
the rack frame 20, and at their upper ends
said arms 85 and 36 are provided with screw
threaded studs 87. A concavo-convex head
plate 38 is placed transversely between the

onter upper ends of the supporting arms 5.

nd 36, the sume having teral Germinal
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{'hereof, apevhn‘ed ‘1‘01‘ racevIing il derew
threaded studs 87 therethrough; the 'latter
being ‘adapted to receive'thumb nuts 41’ dand
492 ds a means of clamping the'ears 89 and
40 in position rigid against the outer sides
of the arms 85 and 386 so that'the concavity
of the concavo-convex héad plate 38 may be
faced in a desired telation for supporting
the head or neck of the corpse, to raise or
lower the chin of the corps'ina desired rela-
tion with respect to the torso. It-is-thusap-

20 parent that the concavo-convex head plate

38 is pivotal upon the screw threaded studs
or pivot pins 37, and that it may e rigidly
clamped in ‘a desited relation with respect
to the plane in which the arms 35 and 36 lie,

3 to position the héad of the body in a desired

relation “according to-the size of the torpse
and characteristics thereof.

The pawl frame 22 is of somewhat novel
formation, the same preferably being formed
of wire, and in¢luding the side arms 45 and
46 pivotally connected at their ends 47 and
48 respectively in the arms 85 and 86 respec-
tively of the said frame 21 between'the ends
of said'arms 35 ‘and 36. From this pivotal

> Jocation the arms 45 and 46 extend “rear-

wardly and ‘are outturned in opposite direc-
tions at 49 and 50 respectively, across the
teeth of the frame rack rails 24 and 25,'and
the portions 49 and 50 are doubled and the
aims 45 and 46 connected as by means of a
cross body piece 52, as illustrated in the
drawing. The pawl frame 22 is of ‘an in-
tegral construction and' while the sime may
vary as to formation it'is preferably ‘of the

5 shape above meéntioned, and it can readily

be ‘understéod that ‘upon elevation of the
head frame pottion 21, the pawl will be
moved along the teeth' 'of the rack rails 24
and 25, falling into the various teeth, in or-
der to support the head frame 21 ‘in-a de-
sired elevation, as is illustrated in Figuie 1
‘It can réadily be under-
stood from Figure 1 'of the drawings that
the pivotal clambing means which holds the
concavo-convex héad plate 38 may serve as
a means for varying the adjustiient with re-
spect to the plaxne 'of the frame 21, to lower
or elevate the head of the corpse and prop-
erly place the chin with' respect to the chest
and supported Arms. : :
Referring to the arm supporting devices
D, the same ate adjustable along each of the
pottions of ‘the frame bar 11,"at ‘opposite
sides of the bar 10,"and each of these'arm
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an arm of the corpse, to hold ‘the saie ele-
vated in the position that it is desired to
have assume when the corpse is rigid. These
arms supporting -devices each includes a

loop strap 60 having a passageway 61 there-

in for sliding along the arm rest supporting

bar 11, the passageway 61 being sufficiently

S TR NI 571 R i 4 1“'”.
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. - T
foct 1 o an wpstandimg supportmg anm
63; the attaching portion 62 and support-
ing arm 63 being integral and L-shaped.
The upstanding supporting arm 63 is_pro-
vided with a‘vertical slot 64 therein. Fach
of the arm supporting devices D includes a
segmental bracket 66 of ‘concavo-convex for-
mation having 'the open  socket 67:therein
for receiving the Corpse’arm. Integral with
this' socket 67 is the bracket arm; 68 slidable
dlong ‘the supporting arm 63, and having a
serew threaded shank 69 rigid therein trans-
vergely 'extending thru the ‘slot 64 of the
bracket arm 63; a thumb clamping nut 70
being provided ‘for the stud 69, to hold the
bracket-arm 68 in a desired elevation :along
the slotted supporting arm 63, to position
the'socket 66 0f the bracket arm at a desired
elevation, according to the size of the corpse.

The arm ‘supporting devices D ave - of
course slidable towards and away frém each
otlier, and towards ‘and away from the bar
10,'as is Hlustrated in Figure 3 6f the draw-
g, and the -segmental ‘socket portions of
the bracket arms are adjustable vertically,
to position-theém in a desired: elevation,-ac-
cording to the size of the corpse.
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The head ‘gupporting device Cin combina- -

tion with the'avm supporting devices'D fur-
nishes a'body adjuster which is particularly
ivell adapted for iise in the supporting of
tHe arms #Ad head of-the corpse in proper
appearing reélation “with: respect to the torso

of the corpse; and thefact that the head and

aim ‘Supperting ‘devices are relatively . ad-
justable “for :variolis &ized ¢6rpsés renders
the devide oftuniversal application for un-
dértakeérs, ‘and obviates the heretofore used
expedients of blocks, bottles, ete., for piving
the body - patts “a - comfortable -appearance
which the $ame ‘will “assume 'when rigid.
after the embaliming opération. '

‘As is illustrated in Figure 1 of the draw-
ifigs’ the  frame B -is' supported by ‘means
of the downtuined extensions 15 ‘and by
means of ‘rivets 82, 'above the table sutface,
so’ that embalming fluids and- other fluids
may rveadily pass “beneath the ‘device and
not' soil the device -or the corpse, and so that
the table may be kept cledn.

Various chingés i the shape, size,-and
arrangement ‘of parts ‘may be made to the
forny of the imprdved body adjuster herein
shown -and - described, - without departing
from- the spirit of the same or the scope of
the claims.
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1. In a body adjuster the combination of a
frame, head rest means for the frame, and
arm supporting devices, and means slidably
mounting the same for adjustment towards
and away from each other on the frame. .

2. In a body adjuster for embalmers the
combination of a frame, an adjustable head
supporting device slidable along the frame,
adjustable arm rests, and means slidably
mounting the adjustable arm rests on the
frame for transverse adjustment towards
and away from each other at opposite sides
of the line of adjustment of the head sup-
porting device. - ‘

3. In ‘a body adjuster of the class .de-
scribed a substantially T-shaped frame in-
cluding a longitudinal bar and a transverse

bar connected at an end of the longitudinal

bar intermediate the ends of the transverse
bar, a head supporting device slidable on the
longitudinal bar, and arm supporting de-
vices slidable along the transverse. bar at
each side of the longitudinal bar. R
4. In a body adjuster of the class de-

5 geribed a substantially T-shaped frame in-

cluding a longitudinal bar and a trangverse
bar connected at an end of the longitudinal
bar intermediate the ends of the transverse
bar, a head supporting device slidable on
the longitudinal bar, arm supporting de-
vices slidable along the transverse bar at the
ends thereof, means for adjusting the height
of the head rest, and means for adjusting
the elevation of the arm supporting devices.

5. In a body adjuster for embalmers the
combination of a substantially T-shaped
frame including a longitudinal bar member,

and a. transverse bar member connected be- -

tween its ends in detachable mianner at an
end of the longitudinal bar member, a head
rest, means slidably mounting the head rest
on the longitudinal bar for movement to-
ward and away from. the transverse bar,
means for elevating the head rest with re-
spect to the longitudinal bar, arm support-
ing devices on the transverse bar at each
side of the longitudinal bar slidable along
the transverse bar, and means for vertically
adjusting the arm supporting devices above
the transverse bar.

6. In a head rest for supporting the heads
of corpses the combination of a supporting
frame, supporting arms pivotally connected

with the supporting frame, detent means for

adjustably supporting the supporting arms
in a desired angular adjustment with re-
spect to the supporting frame, a transversely
extending concavo-convex head rest sup-
ported at the outer ends of said supporting
arms in a pivoted relation therewith, and
means for clamping the head rest in a de-
sired plane of adjustment with respect to the
plane in which said supporting arms lie.
7. In a device for supporting the heads of
corpses the combination of a supporting

framé'having rack 'bars therealong, spaced
supporting arms pivotally connected upon
sald supporting frame extending upwardly

therefrom, pawl means pivotally connected -

with the supporting arms and adapted for
adjustable detent relation over the rack bars
to hold the supporting arms-in a desired
elevated relation above the frame, head rest
means movably connected at the outer ends
of said supporting arms, and means to ¢lamp
the head rest means in a rigid angular ad-
justment with respect to the plane of the
supporting arms. : : :

8. In a head rest of theclass described
the combination of a supporting frame,
spaced supporting arms pivotally connected
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at an end of each to the supporting frame,

detent means connected with the frame and
arms for supporting the latter in a desired
angular adjustment above the frame, said
supporting arms at the free ends thereof
having laterally extending screw threaded
studs, a concavo-convex head rest having
Iateral extensions apertured to receive the
screw threaded studs therethrough to pivot-
ally connect the concave-convex head rest
between the supporting arms, and clamping
nuts on the screw threaded studs for clamp-
ing the extensions of " the concavo-convex
rest in a desired angular adjustment with

respect to the plane of the supporting arms.

9. In an arm supporting device for
corpses the combination of a supporting
frame, a pair of arm receiving brackets, and
means slidably mounting the brackets .on
the frame for movement along the frame
towards and away from'each other.

10. ' In .an arm supporting device for
corpses the combination of a supporting
frame, arm receiving brackets, means slid-
ably mounting the brackets for movement
along the frame towards and away from
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each other, and means to elevate and clamp -

the brackets above ‘the
elevation.

11. In 'an arm supporting ‘device for
corpses the combination of a supporting
frame, members slidable along the frame to-
wards and away from each other, arm sup-
porting- brackets, and means adjustably
clamping the arm supporting brackets to
said ‘members co that the arm supporting
brackets may- be adjusted above the sup-
porting frame ina desired elevation and
clamped thereat. - ’

12."In an arm supporting device for hold-

frame at a-desired

‘ing the arms of a corpse elevated the com-

bination of a supporting frame, a member
horizontally slidable along the frame, and
an arm supporting bracket adjustably con-
nected with the member including an arm
receiving socket, said ~arm = supporting
bracket being adjustable vertically.

13. In an arm supporting device for hold-
ing the arms of a corpse elevated the cdm-
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bination of a horizontal :frame, a substan-
tially vertical support-member horizontally
slidable along the bar,.an arm supporting
bracket, and means to adjustably elamp the
bracket at a desired elevation on. the sup-
port member above the frame. '

14. In an arm supporting deviece for sup-
porting the arms of corpses the combination
of a horizontdl frame support, a supporting
member horizontally ‘slidable along the
frame support having a vertical slot there-
in, an arm. supporting bracket including a
segmental supporting portion and a vertieal
portion provided with a stud adjustably ex-
tending thru said slot, and nut means ad-
justable on said stud to clamp the arm sup-
porting Lracket in a-desired elevation with
respect to said supporting frame.

15. In an arm support of the class de-
scribed a horizontal bar, a loop provided
with a passageway receiving the bar to per-
mit the loop to slide longitudinally clong
the bar, an L-shaped supporting member in-
cluding a horizontal leg rigidly connected
with the loop and. a vertical portion having
a vertical slot therein, an arm supporting
bracket including.a segmental socket .por-
tion and a . vertical attaching portion hav-
ing a screw threaded stud thereon extend-

15632,3180

ing thru the slot.of the vertical portion of
said supporting member, and nut means on
the screw . threaded stud for clamping the
arm supporting bracket in a desired eleva-
tion along.the arm of the supporting mem-
ber.

16. In a body adjusting and holding  de-
viece for corpses the combination of a hori-
zontally disposed frame adapted to receive
the upper part of the torso of a corpse .re-
clining in horizontal position thereon, head
supporting means adjustably carried by said
frame- in a slidable velation therealong,
means for adjusting the head supporting
means in a vertical direction away from the
horizontal plane of the frame for elevating
the head of the corpse to a desired degree
above the frame, arm cupporting brackets
at opposite sides of the frame, means for
transversely mounting said arm sapporting
brackets in substantially right angled rela-
tion with respect to the corpse at opposite
sides thereof, and means for vertically ad-

justing the arms.above the horizontal plane -

of the frame for holding the arms of the
corpse elevated with respect-io, the frame to
a desired  degree.

WILLIAM. G. BARNES.
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