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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, BARTHOLOMEUS M. J.
BLANEK, of Jersey City, in the county of Hud-
son and State of New Jersey, and THEODORE
ScHIMPER, of the city, county, and State of
New York, have invented an Improvement in
Pocket-Book Clasps; and we .do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, which
forms part of this specification.

Our invention relates principally to clasps
for pocket-books; but it is applicable to
clasps for 1eticules, hand-bags, and valises.

It consists in a novel and simple construc-
tion of the spring-catch and the mode of ap-
plying the same to the bows of the pocket-
"~ book or bag, whereby the catch is almost

wholly. concealed within the bows, and an
extremely neat appedarance is presented, while
the cost is less than that of the spring-catches
in common use. v :

Pigure 1, in the accompanying drawing, is
a representation of the spring-catch as it is
first pnnched from the sheet metal, and after
a portion has bzen rounded off to form a sup-
port and guice for the spring. Fig. 2 shows
its form wheu completed and applied to one
of the bows of the clasp.~ Fig.3 is a cross-
section-of the bows, and an end view of the
spring-catch. - Fig. 4 is a representation, in
perspective, of the completed elasp attached
to a bow of a pocket-book or bag.

The spring-cateh, as first punched from the
metal, consists of a cruciform piece of etal,
as shown in Tig. 1. On one side thereof is
formed the hooked arm ¢. Upon the cateh is

_a support and guide, s, for the spring m,
formed by rounding oft the corners of the
metal as first punched from the sheet. The
bows B B’ of the clasp, are made of a U-
shaped cross-section, as shown in Fig. 3. On
the inner sides of the bows which meet each
other when the clasp is shut, and preferably,
in the middle thereof, are cut rectangular slots
P p% and in the arched. part of the bow in
which the catch is designed to work is formed
another slot, p!, for the reception of the arm
@, and in which the said arm @ plays, as here-
inafter more fully set forth., Moreover, a cut,

.1y is made through the part ¢, lying between

- the slot p and the inner margin of the bow

B, as shown in Fig. 4, Within the cavity of
the bow B is soldered or otherwise fastened
the spring-bearing and guide d, through a
hole in the center of which the support. s of
the catch plays loosely, and against which the
spring m abuts when the parts are put to-
gether, which is done as follows : The hooked
arm'c is bent so as to be perpendicular or at

right angles with both the spring-support s

and the arm a. Then the part ¢ of the bow
B is bent ontward and away from the cut r
in the said bow B to allow the hooked arm ¢
to pass into the slot p in said bow. The

‘spring o is then placed upon the spring-sup-

port s, the spring being compressed against
the shoulder e of the catch, The eund of the
shank s is tlien passed through the hole in
the spring-bearing d, and- the arm a passed
through the slot p! in the bow B, which brings -
the eateh down into the concavity of the said
bow, and passes the hooked arm ¢ into the

/| slot p. The part ¢ is then bent back to its

original position,.as shown in Fig. 4, and the
arm @ is bent at 4 into a position parallel with
the hooked arm ¢. A plain or ornamental
finger-piece, n, is then soldered upon the arm
@, which completes the work. = The slots p
and p? in the bows B and B’ are opposite
cach other, and the hooked arm ¢ abuts
against the end of the slot p, in such a posi-

tion that the inclined plane » on the end of

the said arin presses against the end of the
slot -p* in the bow B/, when the bows are
pressed together, and slips over the same,
forcitig the catch back till the hook on the
arm ¢ passes into the slot p% The spring then
forces the slide forward till the hook engages
the inner side of the bow B/, and thus auto-
matically fastens the bows together. The
catch ¢ is released from its engagement with -
the bow B/, by pressing back the finger-piece
n against the action of the spring m.

We claim— ‘

The cowmbination of the cross-shaped slid-
ing catch, the spring m, the spring-bearing
and guide d, and the hollow bow B, substan-
tially as herein described.

' B. M. J. BLANK.,
THEODORE SCHIMPER.
‘Witnesses: .
BENJ. W. HOFFMAN,
. E. B. SPERRY. '



