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This invention relates to a stretcher and former 
for garments, and same in smaller sizes may be 
applied to sleeves and in larger sizes to pants 
or trouser legs, and is particularly applicable to 
washable suits, such as of the seersucker and 
kindred varieties which are laundered rather 
than dry cleaned. 
The chief object of this invention is to provide 

a comparatively simple stretcher device for Such 
a leg or sleeve which is insertable therein and 
readily extended to the desired maximum po 
sition for stretching that particular leg or sleeve 
so that the same can dry and when dried will 
have the crease formed therein. 
The chief feature of the invention resides in 

the provision of the two U-shaped members 
which are arranged in confronting relation and 
are slidably associated at their lapping arm por 
tions, and such slidably associated portions in 
clude a lock arrangement which is readily ad 
justable in the extending direction and is auto 
matically locked when extended to prevent col 
lapse so that the wet leg or sleeve in drying will 
not exert sufficient force on the stretcher to re 
lease the lock. 
This lock is further characterized by a simple 

construction that is finger releasable to permit 
collapse of the stretcher when the same is to be 
renoved from the garment being stretched. 
Another feature of the invention resides in the 

formation in an arm of a bar stop by an aligned 
depression and projection formation. 
The stretcher provides that when the garment 

is dried there will be formed in it, where ten 
sioned by the stretcher, a crease, thereby obviat 
ing the ironing of such a garment after drying. 
The term seersucker, used initially herein, is 

set forth by way of example and not by limita 
tion, and it is to be understood that other simi 
lar types of garments, such as duck, linen and 
like fabrics may be similarly stretched, dried and 
creased with this device, and obviously the 
stretcher is not limited in its use to washed gar 
ments, but is applicable equally as well to dry 
cleaned garments, and garments that have not 
been cleaned. - 

Other objects and features of the invention will 
be set forth more fully hereinafter. 
The full nature of the invention will be un 

derstood from the accompanying drawings and 
the following description and claims. 
In the drawings 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the inven 

tion. . . . . . 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of one end of 
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the stretcher showing the same in the collapsed 
position. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view of the same parts and 
the automatic lock in the completely extended 
position of the parts, full lines showing parts 
in locked relation and dotted lines showing the 
lock in the released position. 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
parts as shown in Fig. 3. 
In the drawings f) indicates an elongated bar 

section member which has at opposite ends the 
arm portions , each of which terminates in an 
angular portion 5, as shown more clearly in 
Fig. 4. 3 indicates another member of substan 
tially the same length as member 0, and Same 
is provided with arm portions 4. The ends of 
this member are provided with lateral projections 
f2 formed as by indenting. Thus the aforesaid 
construction comprises two confronting U-shaped. 
members of bar type and a particular croSS Sec 
tion of the bar is such that the outside faces are 
slightly curved for reasons previously assigned. 
The aforesaid is acknowledged to be broadly 

old in the art except for the angular ends 5 
and the projections 2. In other words, the gen 
eral form of the stretcher is old. - 

Referring to the several figures it is observed 
that there is provided a U-shaped bridge mem 
ber 6 having one transverse arm T and a simi 
larly angular directed arm 8. Intermediate said 
arms and from a point closely adjacent arm 8 
and for about a distance approximately half the 
length of the bridge member, the latter, in its 
intermediate portion 6, is offset slightly as at 9 
for the purpose of providing a rather elongated 
bearing for the arms and 4. 
The angular end 8 of the bridge member is 

notched as at 20 and is of just sufficient size to 
simultaneously slidably accommodate one arm if 
and the adjacent aim 4. The other angular por 
ion of the bridge member is notched or slotted 
as at 2 to slidably accommodate only the arm. 
3. The bridge member is notched or slotted as 

at 22 to seat the angular end 5 of the arm , 
and such notch 22 is herein shown Spaced from 
the adjacent end of the offset portion 9 approxi 
mately the same distance that the angular end 
48 is spaced from the adjacent end of the offset 
portion 9. 
The member 6 between the notch 22 and the 

angular end it is notched as at 23, and a tail 
portion 24 is rockingly seated therein. The plate 
portion 25, integral with the tail, is notched as at 
26 to accommodate the arm 4. Interposed be 
tween the locking member 25 and the angular 



3 
portion of the bridge structure, and enveloping 
the arn portion A, is a coil spring 27 which 
normally constrains the locking member 25 away 
from the angular portion f and thereby causes 
the locking meinber to grip and lock upon the 
aria portion 4, thereby preventing movement of 
the ar'importion i toward the portion . 

his construction obviously is such that when 
tile two adjacent arms and 4 lie substantially 
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5. A garment stretcher as defined by claim i 
wherein the bridge member between the arm por 
tions thereof includes an elongated inwardly offset 
portion for elongated bearing purposes relative 
the said one of those arms and maintaining elon 
gated slidable bearing contact between the pair 
of lapping airins. 

6. A ganent stretcher as defined by claim 
wherein the bridge member between the arm por 

side by side and substantially coextensive with it) tions thereof includes an elongated inwardly off 
each other, to extend or separate portions 0 and 
f3, naerely pull outwardly upon the two U-shaped 
membel's at the junctions of the aims with the 
elongated portions. This can be accomplished, 
if desired, solely with the two index fingers after 
the form has been seated in the leg or sleeve. 

After the extension has been effected to the 
degree desired and the garment has dried and it. 
is desired to remove the stretcher, lock member 

set portion for elongated bearing purposes relative 
the said, one of those arms and maintaining elon 
gated slidable bearing contact between the pair 
of lapping. arms, each of the said other arms 
including a bridge engageable stop. 

7. A garrinent stiretcher as defined by claim i. 
wherein each t-shaped nember and the bridge 
naenber is of integral character and is of bar type 
and the locking member is of plate type, there 

25 is suitably engaged and tilted to the dotted : being but eight individual members in toto. 
iine or released position, see Fig. 3, against the 
force of the spring, as previously stated. There 
upon the two arms A and f can be forced to 
gether. When the U-shaped members are suff 
ciently collapsed, same may be Withdrawn from 
the stretched, dried and creased sleeve or leg. 
From the foregoing, therefore, it will be ob 

served that the parts are few in number, to-wit: 
two U-shaped members, two bridge members, two 
Springs, and two locking members, a total of eight 
in all for a complete stretcher. It will also be 
noted that by reason of the indentation and pro 
jection 2 above the angular end 8, complete sep 
aration cannot be effected after assembly so that 
loss of the parts will not occur. - 
While the invention has been illustrated and 

described in great detail in the drawings and 
foregoing description, the same is to be consid 
ered as illustrative and not restrictive in chair 
actet. 
The several modifications described herein as 

well as others which will readily suggest them 
selves to persons skilled in this art, all are con 
sidered to be within the broad scope of the inven 
tion, reference being had to the appended claims. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. in a garment stretcher having two confront 

ing U-shaped members with arms in lapping re 
lation, the combination of a U-shaped bridge 
member for each lapping pair of arms and carried 
by one of those arms and slidably supported at 
spaced points by the other of those arms, a lock 
ing member pivotally supported by the bridge 
member and embracing the said other arm, and 
a coil spling member about said other arm and 
operatively interposed between the bridge member 
and the Iocking member and normally constrain 
ing the latter to locking engagement on the said 
other airin and against stretcher collapse and per 
Initting relatively free stretcher extension. 

2. A garment stretcher as defined by claim 1 
wherein the bridge member between the arm por 
tions thereof includes an elongated inwardly off 
set portion for elongated bearing purposes rela 
tive to the said one of those arms, 

3. A. garment stretcher as defined by claim 1 
wherein each of the said other arms includes a 
bridge engageable stop preventing U-shaped 
member extension Separation. 

4. A garment stretcher as defined by claim 1 
wherein the bridge neinber between, the arm por 
tions thereof includes an eForgated in Wardly 
offsetportion for elongated bearing purposes rela 
tive the said one of those arms, each of the said 
other arms including a bridge engageable stop. 

8. A garment stretcher including two elongated 
parallel nerinbei's siidably associated together in 
lapping relation, an elongated U-shaped member, 
both parallel merinbers extending through one 

is aim thereof, and one also extending through the 
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other arm of the U-shaped menuber, a spring 
coiled about the said one member and operatively 
bearing at one end upon the said other arm, and 
an apertured lockiing member disposed angularly 
of the said one member and having the other end 
of said spring operatively bearing thereon, said 
ccking member and the other of said parallel 
members having seated association with the U 
shaped member, the locking member being tilt 
able to transverse position for release purpOSes. 

9. A gament stretcher as defined by claim 8 
wherein means is provided on the free end of the 
said one parailel in ember for limiting longitu 
dinal extension of the parallel members. 

10. In a garment, stretcher having a pair of 
relatively slidable members, the combination 
therewith of a third member arranged to main 
tain paralleism between the pair of members, a 
tiltable-lockiing member apertured to slidably ac 
commodate and lock upon onse of said pair of 
members, a tongue on said locking member, and 
a notchin Said third inenber to seat said tongue, 
the-locking in ember being normally biased to an 
inclined position upon the said one member for 
Jocking - purposes, and movable into transverse 
restion'thereto for release purposes. - 

11. In a garment stretcher having a pair of 
relatively slidable arms, the combination there 
with of a member arranged to maintain parallel 
is between the arms, and a titable locking 
rtierner apertured to slidably accommodate and 
lock upon one of said arms, one of said members 
Swing a tongue arid the other apertured for 

seating said toge, the locking menber being 
Oinally biased to an inclinied position upon said 

one arm for locking purposes and movable into 
transverse restic thereto for release purposes. 
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