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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JAMES EDWIN HILLS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

TOOTH PC K. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 714,901, dated December 2, 1902. 
Application filed January 14, 1902, Serial No. 89,638, (No model.) 

To all, twhom, it half concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES EDWIN HILLS, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York city, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Toothpicks, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to toothpicks; and the 

objects of the same are to provide a tooth 
pick embodying the following functions and 
characteristics: elasticity, tenacity, trans 
parency, convenience in shape, variability in 
thickness to serve in removing particles 
wedged between teeth having little space be 
tween them, roughened surfaces to dislodge 
substances by drawing the pick between the 
teeth, to provide desirable space for advertis 
ing purposes, to produce a toothpick from flat 
sheet material of the required qualities in 
order that the same may be cut out in the 
form of some article to be advertised and at 
the same time be of a desirable shape to per 
form its functions as a toothpick, to occupy 
but little space in the pocket or pocket-book, 
to be meat and attractive in appearance, and 
which may be produced at a slight cost. 

Elasticity and tenacity are very desirable 
qualities in toothpicks and the ordinary 
wooden toothpicks in common use are almost 
totally devoid of these qualities, as they 
usually splinter and break when used, often 
leaving a very troublesome splinter between 
the teeth. 
A transparent toothpickis desirable for the 

reason that it may be used without being seen. 
Celluloid has been found desirable as a ma 

terial from which to manufacture toothpicks, 
owing to its inherent elasticity and tenacity 
and owing to the fact that it may be trans 
parent and of any required thickness. A 
flat toothpick made of thin celluloid may be 
drawn between teeth which are set so closely 
together that dental silk would fail to dislodge 
a particle wedged between them, and such a 
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thin toothpick may be used with one hand 
only, while the use of dental silk requires 
both hands to properly manipulate it. A 
roughened surface or a serrated edge formed 
on a flat toothpick will sometimes remove a 
stringy substance from between the teeth 
which would be very difficult to dislodge with 
a toothpick of ordinary construction. 

The foregoing defines some of the advan 
tages of a toothpick made in accordance with 
my invention; but added to these advantages 
may be mentioned slight cost and the feature 
of a desirable advertising medium. 

Various forms may be adopted, and I have 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings cer 
tain forms embodying a plurality of picks of 
different shapes or thickness pivoted together 
near one end by a small eyelet or rivet. The 
outer member of such toothpicks may be util 
ized for advertizing space and may also be 
used as toothpicks, and the inner members 
or picks may have embossed or printed adver 
tisements thereon. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

illustrates in side view a toothpick compris 
ing two flat rectangular members or picks 
pivoted together by an eyelet near one end 
and opened out. Fig. 2 is a similar view of 
a toothpick comprising three members which 
may differ in contour and thickness, one of 
said members having a roughened surface 
and another having a serrated edge. Fig. 3 
is a like view of a toothpick consisting of 
four members pivoted together in like man 
ner. Fig. 4 is a plan view of a toothpick 
made of flat transparent celluloid having one 
pointed end and an advertisement on one 
side. Fig. 5 is a plan view of a flat rectangul 
lar toothpick made of celluloid and having 
advertising matter upon one surface. Fig. 6 
is a plan view of a toothpick in the form of a 
collar cut from a flat sheet of celluloid. Fig. 
7 is a similar view of a toothpick cut in the 
form of a bottle. Fig. 8 is a like view of a tooth 
pick made in the form of a fish. Fig. 9 is a 
transverse sectional view of a closed tooth 
pick like that shown in Fig. 3. 

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 9 of the draw 
ings, the numerall designates the outer mem 
ber or cover of a toothpick comprising a plu 
rality of picks pivoted together near one end 
by an eyelet 1". 
As illustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 

there are two rectangular members 13, con 
nected together by an eyelet, and in use either 
of these parts may be used as a toothpick 
and either or both may be transparent and 
have an advertisement thereon. 
As shown in Fig. 2, one of the outer mem 

bers 1 has a serrated edge and another, 2, 
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is roughed out one surface. These two mem 
bers may be of different thickness and may 
be used to advantage in removing obstinate 
Substances from between the teeth by draw 
ing outward when one of said members has 
been inserted between the teeth. 
As shown in Fig. 3, a pointed toothpick 2 

and a rectangular member 3 are pivoted be 
tween two outer members 11 by an eyelet 1. 
It will be understood that the member 3 may 
be of any desired shape and thickness. The 
articles illustrated in Figs. 6, 7, and 8 are a 
few of the various designs which may be used 
instead of the rectangular members 1 and 3. 

Fig. 4 shows a flat pointed toothpick hav 
ing an advertisement thereon, and Fig. 5 
illustrates a rectangular member having 
printed matter thereon. 

Referring to Fig. 9, it will be seen that th 
pick 2 is of greater thickness than the other 
members. For picking cavities in teeth it is 
clesirable that the blade or member should be 
comparatively stiff, while for drawing the 
member 3, 4, 5, or 6 through between the teeth 
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a very thin flexible member is required, and 
I have found in practice that a strip of cel 
luloid four one-thousandths or five one-thou 
Sandths of an inch in thickness can be used to 
advantage and in cases where dental silk 
would fail to accomplish the desired result. 

It will be obvious from the foregoing that 
a toothpick made in accordance with my in 
vention may be cut to any shape from sheet 
celluloid or any required thickness and color 
and from sheet-celluloid having a roughened 
surface or surfaces. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim is 
An implement comprising a plurality of 

toothpicks, pivoted together near one end, 
said toothpicks being of different thicknesses, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES EDWIN HILLS. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. H. SLEIGHT, 
THOS. J. DEAGEN. 
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