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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, UrLysses C. OBLOSSER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Rohrsburg, in the county of Columbia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clamps for
Bed-Rails; and Ido hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the sane.

This invention aims to provide a clamp
which can be readily fitted to a bed, erib, or
analogous article comprising side and cross
pieces to prevent the spreading of said side
bieces or rails and which can be readily and
easily removed to admit of the bed or strue-
ture being taken apart or for any other pur-
pose. :

Theinvention consists of the novelfeatures,
details of construction, and combinations of
the parts which hereinafter will be more par-
ticularly set forth, and embodied in the sub-
joined claim.

For a full description of theinvention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the detailsof construction of the means
for effecting the resultreferenceistobe had to
thefollowing description and drawings hereto
attached.

‘While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily sus-
ceptible of modification, still the preferred
embodiment of the invention isillustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a detail view showing the appli-
cation of the invention, the rail or side piece
being in section. Fig. 2 is a top plan view.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the clamp.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following deseription and indieated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

The body of the clamp comprises a plate,
frame, or base 1 of oblong form and provided

-at one end with a jaw 2, having spurs 3, the

opposite end of the plate being widened and
receiving a pair of headed studs 4 for direct-
ingand holding the levers 5, provided at their
outer ends with jaws 6, having inner spurs 7.
Theouter end portion of the plate 1is dropped
or offset, as shown at 8, to clear the bottom

edge of the side piece or rail 9 and admit of
the major portion of the clamp coming close
against the bottom side of the slat or cross-
piece 10. The plate or frame may be of any
length and width, according to the special
purpose for which the clamp is constructed.
The levers 5 are symmetrically carved in op-
posite directions, and their bent ends 6 con-
stitute movable jaws, which codperate with
the fixed jaw 2. Arcuateslots 11 are formed
in the outer end portions of the levers 5 to
receive the headed studs 4, whereby in the
operation of the clamp the jaws 6 receive a
simultaneous longitudinal and lateral move-
ment, whereby the slat or cross-piece 10 is
gripped and the jaw 2 forced against the
outer side of the part 9. A lug 12 projects
from the plate 1 and comes between the in-
ner ends of the levers 5 and prevents lateral
displacement thereof and codperates with the
headed studs 4 to direct-the jaws in their
longitudinal movements. The upper end
portions of the levers 5 are widened to allow
for the formation of the arcuate slots 11 with-
out materially weakening them.

An operating - lever 13 is fulerumed at its
inner end to the plate 1 at 14, and its outer
end is bent about at a right angle, as shown
at 15, to provide a stop for engagement with
the edge of the plate or frame 1 to limit the
inward movement of the lever when fixing
the clamp to the part to be stayed. This bent
end 15 is widened for the finger of the hand
to obtain an extended bearing against to ob-
viate injurious pressure when forcing the
outer end of the lever 13 inward. The pivot-
fastening of the lever 13 is located midway
between the edges of the plate or frame 1.
A coupling-plate 16 has pivotal connection
at one end with the lever 13 a short distance
from the pivot-fastening 14, and the levers 5
have pivotal connection with the opposite end
of said coupling-plate, as shown at 17. The
pivotal connection 18 between the conpling-
plate 16 and the lever 13 is adjacent to the
pivot 14, and is at such a distance therefrom
as to insure proper movement of the movable
jaws. When the outer end of the lever 18is
moved inward until its bent end 15 engages
with the adjacent edge of the frame or plate
1, the pivot 18 will be about in longitudinal
alinement with the pivot 14 or o one side of
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a longitudinal line passing midway between
the edges of the plate and through the lug 12
and pivot 14. This disposition of the parts
is necessary in order to form a lock for the le-
ver 13 and prevent its end 15 flying outward
after the clamp has been properly positioned.

In practice the clampis applied to each end
of a slat or cross-piece, the latter serving as
a tie between the side pieces or rails to be
connected and prevented from spreading.
The clamp when in position forms a firm con-
nection between the end of the slat or cross-
piece 10 and the rail 9 and prevents ontward
displacement of thelatter. The clamp isap-
plied by placing it against the bottom side of
the slat or cross-piece 10 and the lower edge
of the side piece or rail 9, the jaw 8 being ex-

" terior to the outer side of the rail 9, with its
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spurs 3 touching the said outer side, and the
slat or cross-piece 10 comes between the jaws 6.
Upon moving the outer end of the lever 13 in-
ward the jaws 6 receive asimultaneous lateral
and longitudinal movement, which causes
them to grip the opposite edges of the slat 10
and force the spurs 7 therein, and the spurs
3 enter the outer side of the rail and prevent
theouter end portion of the clamp from down-
ward displacement. In the eventof the slat
or cross-piece being too wide it is necessary
to trim the same so as to have it of a width
corresponding to the distance between the
jaws 6 when moved to the limit of their in-
ward throw. Should the slat not be wide
enough, it would be necessary to fit shims or
Dieces to the edges thereof, as will be readily
comprehended.
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The levers 5 are transversely spaced at
their inner ends and have independent piv-
otal connection with the piate 16 upon oppo-
site sides of a central line. This arrange-
ment admits of the levers lying close against
the base 1and in the same plane, whichis of
material advantage. Moreover, when the le-
ver 13 is operated the pivot-fastenings 17 are
thrown one in advance of the other, as indi-
cated by the dotted lines in Fig. 2, thereby
imparting a differential movement to the le-
vers 5 and jaws 6, with the result that the
jaws are caused to operate by a draw action
and the movement of the lever 13 greatly fa-
cilitated.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

In a clamp of the character described, a
frame provided with a jaw at one end, an op-
erating-lever fulerumed to the frame inter-
mediate of its ends; a plate pivoted at one
end to the operating-lever, other levers lying
in the same plane close againt the opposite
end of the frame and having independent piv-
otal connection at their inner ends with the
aforesaid pivoted plate on opposite sides of a
medial line and having their outer ends bent
to provide jaws, and a guide-lug arranged in
the space between a pair of levers, substan-
tially asset forth. A

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ULYSSES C. OBLOSSER.

Witnesses:
WILLETS K. BEAGLE,
W. H. HENRIE.
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