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TOY FENCE 

John Morrison, Lake George, N. Y., assignor to 
Seco Toys, Inc., Glens Falls, N.Y., a corpora 
tion of New York 

Application July 30, 1940, Seria. No. 348,340 
11 Claims. (C. 46-17) 

This invention relates to ornamental toy. 
fences, particularly such fences arranged to be 
electrically lighted. 
The primary object of my invention is to gen 

erally improve electrically lighted toy fences. 
More particular objects are to provide an elec 
trically lighted toy fence which may be readily 
and quickly assembled and disassembled; which 
may be compactly stored when disassembled; 
which may be electrically lighted by means of 
standard Christmas tree lamps; which requires 
no knowledge of electrical wiring when assem 
bling and disassembling the fence; which on the 
contrary, employs a previously made circuit or 
String of Wiring much like that used for Christ 
mas tree lighting, although the distance between 
sockets is preferably dimensioned to fit the fence; 
which effectively and nearly completely conceals 
the electric wiring, yet which is readily separable 
from the wiring, the fence and the wiring each 
being complete, Separate units; which is prefer 
ably made of wood, thereby avoiding risk of cre 
ating short-circuits by cutting through the Wir 
ing; and which may be made and Sold at low 
cost. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

Such other objects as Will hereinafter appear, my 
invention consists in the toy fence, and electric 
wiring elements and their relation one to the 
other, as hereinafter are more particularly de 
scribed in the specification and sought to be de 
fined in the claims. The specification is accom 
panied by drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective View showing my in 
proved fence in use; . 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of a part of a fence 
Section; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a fence with an electric 
lighting cord partially applied thereto; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Section through a lighted 
fence post, taken in the plane of the line 4-4 
of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 5 is a front elevation of the fence; 
Fig. 6 is a horizontal section taken in the plane 

of the line 6-6 of Fig. 4; and 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view explanatory of the 

construction of the fence. 
Referring to the drawings, and more particu 

larly to Fig. 1, the fence as here illustrated com 
prises four main fence sections 2, 4, 16 and 8. 
In the particular example here illustrated, these 
are equal in length, and define a square area. 
The Sections 4, 6 and f3 may be all alike, while 
the Section 2 is additionally ornamented by the 
provision of a gate 20 pivotally mounted in a 

frame 22. The fence sections are detachably 
assembled together, as by means of connections 
or links 24. The fence is preferably electrically 
lighted, appropriate lamps for this purpose being 
indicated at 26. For convenience, the lamps 
used may be regular Christmas tree lamps, and 
eight Such lamps are provided, two on each fence 
Section, it being customary to Wire eight stand 
ard Christmas tree lamps in series for use on a 
110-volt line. 
The complete fence may be used as a toy fence; 

or it may be used as an ornamental fence around 
the base of a large Christmas tree, or, as here 
illustrated, it may be used around a miniature 
Christmas tree in association with other toys 
which may be disposed within and around the 
fence. . . . 

It would be a troublesomething to have to 
wire the individual sockets together or even to 
wire the fence sections together when assembling : 
the fence. Many people would not have the 
technical understanding to handle the matter 
properly, and an element of danger would also 
be introduced. In accordance with the present 
invention, the wiring is a complete, intact, insu 
lated unit much like a Christmas tree cord, and 
it is separated entirely from the fence sections 
when the fence is disassembled, and is added 
bodily to the fence sections when the latter are 
assembled. Thus, referring to Fig. 3, the cord 
comprises a pair of flexible conductors 30 and 
32 of suitable length to conveniently reach a 
household wiring outlet. The flexible cord ter 
minates in a suitable plug 34. The particular 
plug shown is a little unusual in being a male 
and female plug, or an extension plug, it hav 
ing a pair of prongs, one of which is indicated 
at 36, and also having a pair of slots in the op 
posite end surface 38 to receive another male 
plug. This is of convenience for the present 
purpose in that it permits Christmas tree cords 
as well as the fence cord to be supplied from a 
Single outlet. 
A suitable number of lamp sockets 40 are con 

nected in series with the cords 30 and 32. It is 
convenient to use eight sockets so that standard 
Christmas tree lamps may be employed, these 
having an operating voltage of approximately 
fifteen volts, the eight lamps then being suit 
able for use on a 110-120 volt line. In Fig. 3, 
four of the Sockets have already been applied 
to the fence, these being mounted at the upper 
ends of the fence posts '42 and 44, while the 
other four have not yet been applied to the fence, 
but are adapted to be applied to the posts 46 and 
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2 
48. It will be understood that all of the sockets 
are alike and are simply connected in series in 
the manner shown for the four loose sockets in 
Fig. 3. The resulting cord is essentially the same 
as a Christmas tree cord, except that the distance 
between the Sockets is preferably selected to just 
fit the requirements of the fence, and this dis 
tance is, in the case of the fence here illustrated, 
not equalibetween all sockets. 

Referring to Fig. 2, each fence section con 
prises a base 50, fence posts 48 secured thereto, 
and fence rails 52 secured to the posts 48. The 
Ordinary Sections, that is, the sections 4, 6 and , 
8 in Fig. 1, each have four posts; two end posts 
54 which are unlighted, and two center posts 
which are lighted. The base strips 50 are pref 
erably made of Wood and are generally rectangu 
lar in croSS-Section. The fence posts, as here 
illustrated, are round, but they may be-square, 
or may have any other desired configuration. 
They are preferably made of wood. The fence 
rails 52 are thin strips or slats of wood. The 
posts are secured to the base by nails driven 
upWardly through the base into the posts, as is 
indicated at 56 in Fig. 4. The rails are secured 
to the posts by suitable small nails, as is indi 
cated at 58 in Figs. 4 and 6. In actual practice, 
the method of assembly may be influenced by the 
desired coloration, as the parts are most con 
Veniently colored by dipping. For example, I 
have made attractive fences by nailing the fence 
rails 52 to the posts, and dipping this assembly in 
a Suitable brown stain; separately dipping the 
base 50 in a green stain or paint; and thereafter 
nailing the base to the lower ends of the posts. 
The front section 12 differs merely in having 

the lighted posts spread apart to increase the 
Spacing therebetween, the center part of the sec 
tion being provided with the extra posts 60 which 
are connected by a headpiece 62 to form the 
gate frame 22 within which the gate 20 is se 
cured, the latter consisting merely of two posts 
and two short rails, one of the posts being pivoted 
by nails struck into its upper and lower ends. 
The links or connection pieces 24 may be made 

in a manner. Which is clearly shown in Fig. 5. 
Each link consists of two turned pieces of wood 
64 connected by a dowel 66. Each piece 64 has 
a tapered shank 68, and an ornamental head TO 
which in the present case is spherical. The 
heads 0 are drilled sidewardly to receive the 
ends of the dowel 66, and the three pieces are 
glued together to form a single connection unit 
or link. The end or corner posts 54 are drilled 
at their upper ends to receive the tapered shanks 
68. In Fig. 7, the link 24 is about to be inserted 
in place. In the other figures, the links are shown 
in position, and it will be seen that the spherical 
heads ornament the upper ends of the posts. 
The links may be painted a contrasting color, for 
example white. s . 

It will be understood that with this construc 
tion, it is a very small matter indeed to assen 
ble or disassemble the fence, it being merely nec 
essary to dispose the sections in square forma 
tion, and to then insert the four links 24, there 
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by holding the sections in position. 
AS So far described, the fence might be used 

as a toy fence, but would not be adapted to re 
ceive the electric lighting cord previously de 
Scribed. For this purpose, the lighted posts 42. 
44, 46 and 48 are all vertically slotted on their 
inner sides, this being indicated at 72 in most 
of the figures of the drawings. The upper ends 
of the posts are bored, as is indicated at 74 in 
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FigS. 3 and 4 of the drawings, to receive the lamp 
sockets 40. The base strips 59 are horizontally 
slotted on their inner edges, as is indicated at 6 
(FigS. 2, 4 and 7). Moreover, the base strips are 
preferably vertically slotted at 78 in registration 
With the Vertical slots 2 of the lighted postS. 
All of these slots may be conveniently formed 
by saw-cutting the same in a suitable power 
driven rotary saw. ... The vertical slots 78 form a 
continuation of the vertical slots 72, and inter 
Sect the horizontal slots 6, thereby bringing 
the slots into continuous communication. 

Referring now to Fig. 2, in order to assemble 
the electric cord with the fence, it is merely nec 
essary to push a socket 40 into the upper end of 
a lighted post, as is about to be done at the right 
hand part of Fig. 2. The wires leading to and 
from the socket 4 are then tucked or pushed 
into the slot 2, and they bend in opposite di 
rections in the horizontal slot 76, as is clearly 
shown at the left-hand part of Fig. 2. The wir 
ing may thus be readily and quickly carried en 
tirely around the fence. The slots are preferably 
made large enough to freely receive and to a de 
quately conceal the wires, but they are preferably. 
not made excessively large in order that they will 
exercise enough frictional restraint on the wires 
to hold the same in position. Once they have been 
pushed into the slots. There is always a certain 
amount of bend Or tendency to bend in the Wires, 
and this helps hold them in the slots without 
necessitating a really tight or even snug fit. 

Because; of the unequal spacing between sock 
ets, when the cord is dimensioned to exactly fit 
the fence, I find it convenient to give one of the 
SocketSnearest the connection plug a distinctive 
coloring, for example, white. This simplifies the 
instructions for assembling the fence, for the 
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purchaser may then be advised to simply assem 
ble the four fence Sections by means of the con 
necting links and to then, while facing the gate 
of the fence, insert the White lamp Socket in the 
top of a designated post, for example, the post B 
in Fig. 3. The other seven sockets are simply 
located in the order of their position along the 

40 

45 
wire, moving to the right from post to post until 
all of the sockets have been placed, following 
which the exposed wire is all tucked into the 
Slots of the postS and base. The purchaser may 
be cautioned that when the fence is to be used 
around a tree, the wiring should be applied to 
the fence or should at least be placed in a loop 
around the fence before setting up the tree, for 
otherwise the cord will have to be pulled down 
Over the tree from above. 1. 

It is believed that the construction and method 
of use as Well as the many advantages of my 
improved lighted toy fence will be apparent from 
the foregoing detailed description thereof. It 
will also be apparent that while I have shown 
and described my invention in a preferred form, 
many changes and modifications may be made 

tion as sought to be defined in the following 
claims. . . . . . . . . 

I claim: 
1. A toy fence comprising a plurality of fence 

sections, and a plurality of links for detachably 
connecting said sections together, each of said 
Sections including a plurality of posts, and a plu 
of Said links being an inverted U-shaped member, 
the endnost fence posts of each section having 
holes formed in their upper ends adapted to re- 7. 

... 5 ceive the legs of the U-shaped Inernber. 
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without departing from the spirit of the inven-- 
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rality of fence rails secured to said posts, each 
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2,223,222 
for use with standard Christmas tree lamps, the 2. A toy fence comprising a plurality of fence 

Sections, and a plurality of links for detachably 
connecting said sections together, each of said 
sections including a base strip, a plurality of 

' posts Secured to said strip, and a plurality of 
fence rails secured to said posts, each of said 
links including two turned wood members hav 
ing shanks and heads with a dowel extending 
between said heads, the endmost fence posts of 
each section having holes formed in their 
ends adapted to receive the Shanks. 

3. An electrically lighted toy fence comprising 
a base strip, fence posts secured thereto, and an 
electric socket cord, a plurality of said posts hav 
ing holes formed in their upper ends adapted to 
receive the lamp sockets of the cord, said posts 
being slotted to receive the conductors. Of the 
Cord leading to and from each socket, the base 
strip being slotted on its inner edge and being 
Vertically slotted to register with the slots of the 
fence posts, whereby the cord may be laid into 
the communicating intersecting slots, said cord 
including a plug for insertion in a household 
Wiring outlet, and a plurality of lamp sockets 
connected in series for use with standard Christ 
maStree lamps. 

4. An electrically lighted toy fence compris 
ing a base strip, fence posts secured thereto, fence 
rails secured to said posts, and an electric socket 
COrd, a plurality of said posts having holes formed 
in their upper ends adapted to receive the lamp 
Sockets of the cord, said posts being slotted to 
receive the conductors of the cord leading to and 
from each socket, the base strip being slotted on 
its inner edge and being vertically slotted to reg 
ister with the slots of the fence posts, whereby 
the COrd may be laid into the communicating in 
tersecting slots, and said cord including a plug 
for insertion in a household wiring outlet, and 
a plurality of lamp Sockets connected in Series 
for use With standard Christmas tree lamps, the 
Spacing between the successive sockets being 
properly Selected for the distance between suc 
Cessive fence post holes as measured along the 
slots to be occupied by the cord. 

5. An electrically lighted toy fence comprising 
a plurality of fence sections, means detachably 
Connecting said sections together, and an elec 
tric Socket cord, each of said sections including 
fence posts, and fence rails secured to said posts, 
a plurality of said posts having holes formed in 
their upper ends adapted to receive the lamp 
Sockets of the cord, said posts being slotted to 
receive the conductors of the cord leading to and 
from each socket, and said cord including a plug 
for insertion in a household wiring outlet, and a 
plurality of lamp sockets connected in series for 
use with standard Christmas tree lamps, the 
Spacing between the . Successive sockets being 
properly Selected to approximate the distance be 
tWeen. Successive fence post holes as measured 
along and between the post slots to be occupied 
by the Wiring. 

6. An electrically lighted toy fence compris 
ing a plurality of fence sections, means detach 
ably connecting said sections together, and an 
electric Socket cord, each of said Sections in 
cluding a base strip, fence posts Secured thereto, 
and fence rails secured to said posts, a plurality 
of said posts having holes formed in their upper 
ends adapted to receive the lamp Sockets of the 
cord, the base strip being slotted on its inner edge 
to receive the cord, said cord including a plug 
for insertion in a household Wiring outlet, and 
a plurality of lamp Sockets connected in Series 

upper 

spacing between the successive sockets being 
properly selected to approximate the distance 
between successive fence post holes as measured 
to and along the base slots to be occupied by the 
cord. 

7. An electrically lighted toy fence compris 
ing a plurality of fence Sections, means detachably 
connecting said Sections together, and an electric 
socket cord, each of said sections including a base 
strip, fence posts secured thereto, and fence 
rails secured to said posts, a plurality of said 
posts having holes formed in their upper ends 
adapted to receive the lamp sockets of the cord, 
said posts being slotted on their inner sides to 
receive the conductors of the cord leading to and 
from each socket, the base strip being slotted on 
its inner edge and being vertically slotted to 
register with the slots of the fence posts, whereby 
the cord may be laid into the communicating 
intersecting slots, said cord including a plug for 
insertion in a household wiring outlet, and a 
plurality of lamp sockets connected in series for 
use With standard Christmas tree lamps. 

8. An electrically lighted toy fence compris 
ing a plurality of fence sections, means detach 
ably connecting Said sections together, and an 
electric socket cord, each of said sections includ 
ing a base strip, fence posts secured thereto, and 
fence rails Secured to said posts, a plurality of 
Said posts having holes formed in their upper ends 
adapted to receive the lamp sockets of the cord, 
said posts being slotted on their inner sides to 
receive the conductors of the cord leading to and 
from each socket, the base strip being slotted 
on its inner edge and being vertically slotted 
to register with the slots of the fence posts, 
Whereby the cord may be laid into the communi 
cating intersecting slots, and said cord includ 
ing a plug for insertion in a household wiring out 
let, and a plurality of lamp sockets connected in 
Series for use with standard. Christmas tree lamps, 
the Spacing between the successive sockets being 
properly selected to approximate the distance 
between Successive fence post holes as measured 
along the slots to be occupied by the cord. 

9. A toy fence comprising a plurality of fence 
Sections, a plurality of links for detachably con 
necting said sections together, and an electric 
socket cord, each of said sections including a 
base Strip, a plurality of posts Secured to said 
Strip, and a plurality of fence rails secured to said 
postS, each of said links being an inverted U 
shaped member, the endmost fence posts of each 
section having holes formed in their upper ends 
adapted to receive the legs of the U-shaped mem 
ber, whereby the fence sections may be connected 
by said links, the other posts having holes to re 
ceive the sockets of the cord, the posts being ver 
tically slotted and the base strips being hori 
zontally slotted on their inner edges to form inter. 
Secting slots to detachably receive the cord, and 
said cord including a plug for connection to a 
household Wiring outlet, and a Suitable number 
of lamp sockets connected in series for use with 
Christmas tree lamps. 

10. A toy fence comprising a plurality of fence 
sections, a plurality of links for detachably con 
necting said sections together, and an electric 
socket cord, each of Said Sections including a base 
strip, a plurality of posts secured to said strip, 
and a plurality offence rails secured to said posts, 
each of said links being an inverted U-shaped 
member, the endnost fence posts of each section 
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having holes formed in their upper ends, adapted 
to receive the legs of the U-shaped member, 
whereby, the fence. Sections may be connected by 
said links, the other.postS having holes to re 
celve the sockets...of the scord, the posts being 
vertically slotted and the base strips being hori 
Zontally slotted on their inner edges to form 
intersecting slots to detachably receive the cord, 
aad said: cord including a plug for connection to 
a household wiring outlet, and a suitable number 
of lamp Sockets connected in Series for use With 
Christmas tree lamps, the spacing therebetween 
being properly selected to run from one socket 
to the next through the aforesaid slots. 

1.; A toy fence comprising a plurality of fence 
Sections, a plurality of links for detachably con 
necting said sections together, and an electric 
socket cord, each of said sections including a 
base strip, a plurality of posts secured to said 

2,223,222. 
strip, and a plurality of fence rails secured to 
said posts, each of said links including two turned 
Wood members having shanks and heads with a . 
dowel extending between said heads, the end- . 
most fence posts of each section having holes 
formed in their upper ends adapted to receive the 
shanks, whereby the fence sections may be readily 
Connected by Said: links, the other posts having 
holes to receive the sockets of the cord, the posts 
being vertically slotted and the base strips being 
horizontally slotted on their inner edges to form 
intersecting slots to detachably receive the cord, 
and said cord including a plug for connection to 
a household wiring outlet, and a suitable number 
of lamp sockets connected in series for use with 
Christmas tree lamps, the spacing therebetween 
being properly selected to run from one socket 
to the next through the aforesaid slots. 

JOHN MORRISON. 
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