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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE L. PIERCE,OF NEW YORK, IN,Y. 

?ATHLETIC HEAD-HARNESS? 

No.863,315. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug.13,1907. 
AppicationfledMay14,1907,8erialNo,373693, 

To al Uhom i mag comcerm: 
Beit known that T,GEORGE L. PIERCE,a citizen of 

the United States,and a resident of the borough of 
Brooklyn,city and State of New York,haveinvented 
Certainnewanduseful ImprovementsinAthleticHead 
Harness,ofwhichthefolowingisa specification. 
Myinvention relatesto a headguard or protectorfor 

use by players of foot-ball Orin any other Connection 
wherever applicable. 
Inthe drawingswhichshow one ofthespecific forms 

which my improvements may take,Figure 1is a per 
spective view ofa head harnesswithin myinvention; 
Fig.2isasectionthrough One ofthe ear-protectors;Fig. 
3isthe Same withwedge-padinserted;and Fig.4is an 
elevation of an eat-protector and part of a head-band 
showing a diferent meansforrigidlysecuringthe ear 
protectors to the head-band;and fig.4*is a sectional 
v1ewalongline4*?4"in Fig.4. 

DesCribing now myinvention with special reference 
tothe drawings,lisa head-bandto encircle the headin 
analogous position to the band of a hat and is main 
tainedin Such position by a top piece or pieces 2 pro 
vided With large openingsforventilation at the front, 
rearandtwO Sides and Otherwise provided withsmaller 
perforations3forthe Samepurpose. 
The head-band and top piecesare preferably madeas 

ordinarily,of leatherlined with felt or other padding 
and protecting material. 
Adjustably supported on the head-band at the side 

Openingsinthe harnessare ear-protectingpieces ortabs 
4. These ear-protectorsastheir nameindicates,cover 
and protect the earswhenthe harnessisin place onthe 
head and are provided with ear Openings 5,through 
whichthewearercan hearwhenthe harnessisin place. 
Connecting the ear-protectors beneath the chin of 

theWearerandforthis purposepassingthroughsuitable 
openings 6insaid protectors,is a strip offabric 7,the 
free ends of which are inturn perforated to be bound 
together by a lace or cord 8through Said perforations. 
Asindicatedabove,theearprotectors48re adjustable 

alongthehead-band. Thismakesitpossibleforagiven 
harnesstoftanywearer,eventothe extent offully pro 
tectingabnormalylocated ears,whether unusuallyfar 
forward or unusually far back on the head. MoreOver 
this feature permits adjustment of Said protectors not 
onlyinto the position where they willgive maximum 
protection but also(and this is an equally important 
feature)into that positioninwhich the ear openingsin 
the protectors will be directly overthe auditory-open 
ings andthewearer consequently Can best hear. 
Theadjustable eat-protectors showninthe drawings 

and havingthe above features,comprise a pad portion 
9 with an ear opening5 and with said pad Supported 
from the head-band by a loop 10. This loop Consists 
preferably of a piece of leather folded over the head 
bandandsecuredto the pad9 ofthe ear-protector. Said 
1oopispreferablymade comparativelylong betweenits 
ends,firsttogiveitgreaterstrength,andsecondtogive 
itgreaterfrictional contact with the head-band to pre 
ventit from slippingtoo freelythereon. 
To secute the ear protectorsimmovable in the final 

position of adjustment best suited to the particular 
wearer,I provide what may be called wedge-pads 11, 
insertible One undereach100p ofthe ear-protectornext 
the outside of the head-band. These wedge-pads may 
consist of any suitable material of suficient bulk to 
make the loop of the eat-protectorgrip the head-band 
immovablyagainstaccidentaldisplacement,whenSaid 
wedge-pads have been inserted as described. Prefer 
ablythesepadswill Consist ofelongatedstrips Ofleather 
sewed orotherwise secured to feltor other bulky,80ft 
material. - 

Inadditiontoservingthefunctionoiholdingtheear 
protectorsimmovable against unintentional displace 
ment,thesepads also act t0furtherprotect the sides of 
the Wearer's head against injuy. 
As another means of securing the ear protectorsim 

movableinthe required position ofadjustment,I have 
shownin Fig.4 a series of holes12through the head 
band in the side portions thereof above the ears and 
otherholes14intheloops10oftheearprotectors The 
holes 14in each ear-protector are so located that they 
register orcorrespondwith the holes in the head-band 
whenthe protectoris moved into various positions of 
adjustment on the head-band. 
A lace or waxed-end 15is provided for each ear-prO 

tector to be tied through the holes 14 therein and 
through the corresponding holes in the head-Dand, 
when said protectors have been adjusted into their 
proper positions. 
Havingthusdescribedmyinvention,whatIClaimis: 
1. Th Coml)ination Vith an 8thlotiC hend-hn1'ne88,eaT 

protectors Supported thereon to De non-detachable, Dut at 
the sane time adjustable by movement in planes paraHel 
with the sides of the head of the wearer; and a chin-straD 
Connecting said eat-protector8. 
2,In an athletic head-harness,the Combination of a 

head-Dand; enr-protectors 8lidal)le along Said band Dut non 
detaehable thereofrom; and a Chin-8trnD Connocting Smid 
eh1-protectors. 

3. In combination with an athletie head-harness,enr 
protectors non-detachably supported thereby and movahle 
horizontally theteon; means adapted to Secure the enr 
Drotectors in various positions of horizontal adjustment on 

55 

60 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 



2 863,315 

Said harne88; and a chin-strap Connecting the ear-prO 
tect01'S, 

4. In combination,a head-band; an ear-protector pro 
vided with an ear-opening and 8upported to be adjustable 
along said band by a loop Surrounding it. 

5. In Combination,a head-band; an ear-proteCtor mOV 
ably Supported by a loop about Said bánd; and a pad 
adapted to be wedged between said loop and band. 

6. In combination,a head-band; a pair or ear-protee 

tors each movably supported by a loop about said band; L 
and a chin strap connecting said.ear-protectors. 

In witness whereof,I have signed my nanae to the fore 
going Specification in the presence of two subscribing wit 
IleSSe8, 

GEORGE L,P?ERCE, 
Witnesse8: 

H. R. BAUTR, 
JOS,E,0°BIRIEN? 


