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The present invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in aquatic devices, and more par 
ticularly to a power-operated Surf board. 
An important object of the present invention 

is to provide a power-operated water craft Con 
structed substantially in the form of a surfboard 
on which the operator is adapted to lie prone, and 
having an outboard motor and steering controls 
positioned adjacent the bow. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character, of simple and 
practical construction, which is neat and attrac 
tive in appearance, relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture, and otherwise well adapted for the 
purposes for which the same is intended. 

Reference is had to the accompanying drawings 
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals refer 
to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the aquatic 
device. 

Figure 2 is a top plan view, with the deck par 
tially broken away to illustrate the steering 
rea.S. 
Figure 3 is a vertical detail view illustrating 

means for biasing the steering rudder to neutral 
position. 
The Surf board or boat includes a hull 6 of Sub 

stantially shallow draft, and a deck T. 
An outboard motor 8, which includes a shaft 

housing 9, is rotatably supported on a mounting 
board 0 removably secured to the stern of the 
boat, the lower end of the housing 9 being con 
structed to form a rudder 2 by means of which 
the boat is steered by turning the housing 9 in 
the board O. The housing 9 contains the usual 
shaft for driving a propeller 2. 
A rudder bar 3 is secured to the motor 8 trans 

versely thereof, and a cable 4 is attached to each 
end of the rudder bar 3. The two cables 4 ex 
tend forwardly around stern pulleys , under 
the deck 7 at each side of the boat, and around 
pulleys 5 adjacent the bow of the boat. The 
front ends of the cables f4 are attached to two 
steering shafts 6, which extend vertically 
through the deck and which are provided with 
handles at their upper ends for operation by a 
perSon lying prone on the deck T, to rotate the 
shafts 6 in a manner to cause a pulling action 
on the cables 4 to swing the housing 9 about a 
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vertical axis and to thus steer the boat, in a 
manner to be described more fully hereinafter. 
Each steering shaft 6 is rotatably mounted in 

a sleeve 8 having a closed lower end and se 
cured in the deck 7. A helical spring 20 surrounds 
the upper end of the shaft 6. The upper end of 
each Spring 20 is secured to the corresponding 
steering handle T, and the lower end is an 
chored in the deck 7, so that these springs 20 urge 
the steering shafts 6 to neutral position. 
To the forward portion of the deck is attached 

a windshield 30 to shield the head of the operator 
of the boat from wind and spray, and the deck 
may also be provided with padding 3 to protect 

him from shock while riding on rough water. 
The boat is preferably constructed of light 

Weight material, such as plywood or aluminum, 
and the motor 8 is detachable mounted in the 
bearings O to permit removal thereof. 

Bearings may be provided in the usual way to 
reduce friction between the motor 8 and the 
mounting board O. The entire assembly of mo 
tor 8, housing 9, and mounting board ?o may be 
secured to the boat or removed therefrom by op 
eration of a fastening means 40. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

claimed is: 
1. In a power-operated surfboard comprising a 

hull, a deck closing the top of the hull and serving 
to support a person in prone position thereon, a 
power plant operatively mounted adjacent the 
stern of the hull and including a rudder, and a 
pair of cables connected at the rear ends thereof 
to the rudder and extending forwardly in sub 
Stantial parallelism with the deck at the sides 
thereof, the improvement which includes a pair 
of outwardly-directed handles pivotally mounted 
and Spaced apart upon the forward portion of 
said deck, Said handles being spaced closely down 
upon the deck and individually secured directly 
to the forward ends of said cables. 

2. In a power-operated Surf board comprising 
a hull, a deck closing the top of the hull and 
Serving to support a person in prone position 
thereon, a power plant operatively mounted ad 
jacent the stern of the hull and including a rud 
der, and a pair of cables connected at the rear ends 
thereof to the rudder and extending forwardly 
in Substantial parallelism with the deck at the 
sides thereof, the improvement which includes 
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a pair of upwardly-open vertical sockets Spaced 
apart upon the forward portion of the deck and 
extending down into the latter, a pair of short 
shafts rotatably seated in the sockets and Se 
cured directly to the forward ends of Said cables, 
and a pair of operatively-mounted outwardly- di 
rected handles fixed on the upper ends of Said 
shafts and spaced a short distance upwardly from 
said deck. 

3. In a power-operated Surf board comprising 
a hull, a deck closing the top of the hull and serv 
ing to Support a perSon in prone position thereon, 
a power plant operatively mounted adjacent the 
stern of the hull and including a rudder, and a 
pair of cables connected at the rear ends thereof 
to the rudder and extending forwardly in sub 
stantial parallelism with the deck at the sides 
thereof, the improvement which includes a pair 
of upwardly-open vertical sockets spaced apart 
upon the forward portion of the deck and ex 
tending down into the latter, a pair of operative 
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4. 
ly-mounted outwardly-directed handles fixed on 
the upper ends of said shafts and Spaced a short 
distance upwardly from said deck, and a pair 
springs encircling said shafts intermediate the 
handles and the deck and being individually Se 
cured at the upper ends thereof to said handles 
and at the lower ends thereof to said deck. 
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