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To all whom it may concern.: o

Be it kniown that I, Wizrarp C. WETMORE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Upper Montelair, in the county of Essex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Hat-

Coverings, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

This ihvention relates to preservative cov-
erings for straw hats, and the like, whereby
protection may be afforded for such articles
from inclement weather,

I am aware that attempts have been made
to provide protective coverings for hats, but
all such coverings have, to the best of my
knowledge, been unsightly in appearance,
and are indeed of such character that but
few persons can be induced to wear the
same. : :

One of the objects of my invention there-

fore is to provide a covering of the type in |

question which shall conform to the outline
of, for example, a straw hat, and which
may be made of such materials that when
in place upon the hat, the covering will not
be objectionably noticeable.

A further object of my invention is to so
form my protective covering as to adapt it
to fit hats of various sizes, various widths of
brim, and heights of crown.

I further aim to provide a device of this |

“‘character which shall be adaptable for use
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with either stiff brimmed hats, or with hats
the brims of which are moderately flexible;

* the device sufficiently conforming itself to
the shape of such a flexible hat as substan--

tially not to.distort the latter. :

I further aim while providing a device
possessed of these desirable characteristics,
to form the same of such light and highly
flexible material that the covering may be
readily rolled up, or.folded, and placed in
the pocket of the user, and when so disposed,
the said covering is. of such small bulk as

not to materially bulge the pocket in which .

it reposes.

These and other objects of my invention -

will be hereinafter referred to and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claim appended
hereto.

In the drawings which form a part here-
of and in which like reférence characters

. designate like parts throughout the several
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views: Figure 1 shows a stiff brimmed straw
hat with my covering applied thereto, the

hat afid covering beiitg partly brokeén away
in order to better illustrate the construction
of the covering. Fig. 2 is a fragmentary
vertical section taken substantially on the
median line of the covering in question.
Referring to Fig. 1, the straw hat may be
of the usual stiff britnmed type, as herein éx-

| emplified, and consists of the crown 1 and

the brim 2, the hat being provided with the
usual sweat band 3, if desired. Over the

outside of the hat is the protective covering

broadly designated:4, which consists in this
exeniplification of my invention of a crown

proper. 5, preferably formed of thin and.

highly oiled silk, rubber treatéd linen, or
highly oiled silk, rubbér treated linen, or the
like, which may be, if desired, and in fact,
preferably is, of a yellow color. Secured to
this crown is a flat and preferably broad
band 6 of sheet rubber or the like, the es-

‘sential characteristic of this band being its’

elasticity. The band in question may be
formed of that class of rubber sheéting
known as dam rubber. The protective
crown 5 may be secured to this band by a
line of stitching 7, or the like and the join-
ture may be cemented in addition. In the
form of device illustrated, the crown por-
tion overlaps the upper edge of the band.
'Correspondingly secureéd to the lower edge
©of this band as at 8 is the brim covering pot-
tion of the device, which is adapted to flare
abruptly away from the lower edge of the
band as shown in Fig, 1, in order to con-
form to the usual flat brim of a hat of the

ype in question. This brim forming por--

tion, designated 9, is preferably formed of
the same material as the crown. The char-
%cteri‘stic common to both of these parts

eing their lack of elasticity. The free edge
of the brim cover 9 is folded over as at 10,
the folded edge beimg secured to the adja-
cent portion of the brim cover by a line of
stitching 11, or in any other suitable man-
ner. Through the fold or annular pocket

thus formed extends a puckering cord 12,

preferably of elastic material such as linen
or cotton covered rubber cord, or the like,
which holds the brim cover under proper
tension when the latter is disposed around
and over the brim of the hat.

By reason of the provision of the elastic
band 6, the protective covering as a ‘whole
is adapted to neatly and snugly fit substan-
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tially any straw hat of normal size to which 116
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- the covering may be applied. If the diam-
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eter of the crown be of relative large size,
the band is stretched lengthwise to con-
form thereto, and if the crown be relatively
high the band is adapted to stretch in the
direction of its width. The diameter of the
crown portion 5 is preferably made suffi-

ciently large to permit of its edge overlap-

- ping the edge of any normally sized hat to

which it may be applied in the manner

shown in Fig. 1. Obviously if the hat crown-
be of small diameter this overlapping will

be greater than in the case of hats having
crowns of large diameter, but the flexibility
of the material of which this crown is com-
posed admirably adapts itself to this pur-
pose; the rubber band helding the oiled silk
or like material snugly down over the crown
of the hat so as to closely- conform thereto.
The brim covering portion is correspond-

* ingly held flat if the hat brim be a stiff one,
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since the line of jointure of the elastic band
6 to the said brim covering portion will
usually be disposed around the line of join-
ture of the hat brim and its crown; this dis-
position of the covering parts being possible
by reason of the fact that the brim covering
portion is inelastic, and the only tension

placed thereupon being due to the action of-

the light elastic cord 12, which as will be

_observed is disposed upon the under side of

the brim so that owing to the bend of the
material over the edge of the brim, no mate-
rial tendency is exerted by this cord to pull
the line of jointure 8 out of position. Then
too the gripping action of the broad elastic
band 6 tends to hold all parts of the latter
in place, so that even when under moderate
tension, as when placed upon a relatively
high crown and stretched in order to cover
the same, the line 8 may be disposed: sub-
stantially at the line of jointure of the brim
in the manner aforesaid, and will there re-
main. If the rubber band be of black rubber
and the oiléd silk be yellow in color, at a
short distance the covering, as a whole, is
practically indistinguishable from the usual
straw hat.

Even when placed upon a hat, the brim
of ‘which is relatively flexible, my protective
covering does not cbjectionably distort this
brim and the covering itself is, 1f constructed
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of the materials above described, not at all
unsightly. : ‘

I am aware that attempts have been made
to provide coverings for straw hats, but to
the best of my knowledge these coverings
have been made throughdut of elastic ma-
terial by reason of which the same cannot
conveniently be conformed properly to the
hat; such coverings further, owing to the
cost of rubber and like materials, being rela-
tively expensive; whereas the present cover-
ing 1s decidedly inexpensive, the amount of
rubber used being small.

The rubber band in question may have the
ends thereof conveniently joined together in
any suitable manner as at 13, but I prefer
to cement the same with rubber cement or
the like, which cement may also be used in
securing the oiled silk or like material to
the rubber. " It is obvious also that the elas-
tic puckering cord 12 permits the device to
be affixed to hats having brims of various
widths.

When not in use the device may be con-

veniently carried in a pocket or any other

receptacle and occupies but little space. It
hence possesses many desirable characteris-
tics, is exceedingly simple in construction
and possesses characteristics that have not
heretofore been in evidence in devices of thi
character. ‘

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: )

As a new article of manufacture, a hat
covering comprising a broad annular band
of elastic material adapted to tightly em-
brace and cover the sides of the crown of
the hat, an inelastic flexible portion secured
to the upper edge of said band and adapted
to cover the top of the hat, an inelastic flexi-
ble portion secured to the lower edge of said
band, the free edge of the latter portion be-
ing adapted to be folded over the edge of
the hat brim, and means for contracting said
free edge, as and for the purpose set forth.

In witness whereof, I subscribe my signa--

ture, in the presence of two witnesses.
‘ WILLARD C. WETMORE.

Witnesses:
Wawpo M. CraAPIN,
Jamues D’ANTONIO.
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